
I’m Brian Seaman and am running for 
District Attorney. I’m proud to let you know that 
I have been endorsed for this important position 
by a number of key law enforcement organiza-
tions and leaders from all over Niagara County. 
Current and past leaders who have endorsed me 
include Sheriff Jim Voutour, Niagara Falls Chief 
of Detectives Bill Thomson, North Tonawanda 
Police Chief Bill Hall, Lockport Police Chief 
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Federal Prosecutors Spar With 
Defense in Overton Case as 

Evidence Hidden by Prosecution 
Surfaces

  By:   Staff Reporter
Events are coming to a head in the 

Marcellus Overton sex trafficking case, as 
the defense and prosecutors argue whether 
the barbershop owner in Niagara Falls will 
be permitted to withdraw his guilty plea.

Facing up to life in prison on sex traf-
ficking and transporting a minor, Overton 
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I read with great interest the article in 
the Buffalo news the week of 9/21/2020 
regarding the State comptroller reporting 
Niagara Falls on the brink of bankrupt-
cy since the Seneca Nation of Indians 
stopped paying casino revenue in 2017. 
Niagara Falls, will soon merge with an-
other town or village and share essential 
services like Police, Fire Fighters and 
city workers. Governor Cuomo who 
constantly moans about needing a federal 
bailout, why not press the Seneca’s for 
the 250 million plus dollars they owe the 
state.

They’ve lost twice in arbitration, 
what does it takes to get them to pay. 
How about shutting the water and electri-
cal off, block the entrances Take back our 
city instead of doing nothing. Let them 
suffer the same pain this city and it’s resi-
dents feel everyday instead of continuing 
to fill their pockets. They just eliminated 
450 good paying jobs, and have hundreds 

of people still out of work on furlough... 
Niagara Falls can then get their $30- $50 
million dollars and regain some fiscal sta-
bility. Fix the streets that are destroyed, 
knock down the 100+ abandoned build-
ings that line the streets of downtown, 
add to the police force in host cities that 
are seeing an unprecedented amount of 
killings, etc.. The City leaders need to do 
something to help instead of waiting for 
Cuomo to tell them what to do.

How about we stop going to the Ca-
sino, use the money that you’re going to 
lose and instead save for your grandchil-
dren’s education, or buy a new appliance, 
how about fixing up the inside or outside 
of your house etc.

Lastly, before their Nation presi-
dent responds that they have invested a 
billion dollars in the 3 locations where 
the Casinos reside, just remember that we 
have turned that investment into 3 billion 
dollars for them. Stop with what you give 
us Mr. Armstrong and do what’s right and 
give us what you owe the state and cities.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 
How Long Must We Wait?

Thomas V. Merante

A new interactive habitat featuring 
sharks and sting rays is now open at 
the Aquarium of Niagara. Backed with 
funding from Empire State Development, 
M&T Bank, Niagara County and others, 
the “M&T Bank Shark & Ray Bay” ex-
hibit invites guests to a safe, COVID-19 
friendly hands-on experience with marine 
life. It marks the third major project at 
the aquarium in three years, including 
Penguin Coast in 2018 and Aliens of 
the Sea in 2019. These projects have a 
combined value of $6.5 million dollars 
and demonstrate the aquarium’s commit-
ment to enhancing the visitor experience 
through dynamic and engaging attrac-
tions.

“As someone who brought my chil-
dren here since they were little, it is in-
credible to witness their excitement about 
the beauty of nature while exploring the 
aquatic life that is featured at the Aquar-
ium of Niagara,” said Lieutenant Gover-

nor Kathy Hochul. “What is even more 
impressive is the transformation I’ve 
been able to witness not only in Niagara 
Falls, but at the Aquarium, welcoming 
the Humboldt penguin exhibit, jellyfish 
exhibit and now the Shark and Ray Bay. 
While we continue to have the world’s 
most famous attraction in Niagara Falls, 
New York will continue to invest in the 
surrounding community so that places 
like the Aquarium can grow and capital-
ize on the post-pandemic future.”

Support of the $1.9 million proj-
ect enhances the vitality of the Niagara 
region by helping to make the aquarium 
a notable destination for visitors, school 
children and local families. Funding for 
“M&T Bank Shark & Ray Bay” was 
provided by the WNY Regional Econom-
ic Development Council (WNYREDC), 
presenting sponsor M&T Bank, the 
Niagara County Industrial Development 
Agency, John R. Oishei Foundation, the 
Margaret L. Wendt Foundation, City of 
Niagara Falls and Niagara Aquarium 
Foundation Board of Trustees.

Aquarium of Niagara Announces Opening 
of ‘M&T Bank Shark & Ray Bay’

Staff Reporter
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took a plea deal that could land him 
in prison for 9 years.

The decision of whether to 
allow him to withdraw his plea is 
in the hands of Judge William M. 
Skretny, in the United States Dis-
trict Court for the Western District 
of New York.

The motion to withdraw Over-
ton’s plea came after the delayed re-
lease by the prosecution of evidence 
that might show he is innocent.

One of the alleged victims, the 
key witness against Overton, made 
a statement to a federal agent where 
she claimed Overton was innocent.

 The prosecution hid this infor-
mation from Overton.

The case seems to center around 
a trip Overton made to Georgia with 
three friends.

One of them, the key witness, 
who was 17 at the time, had been 
working as a sex worker and placed 
an online ad offering her services.

Overton claims he did not know 
about the young lady's plans to earn 
extra money on the trip. In fact she 
never actually hooked up with any 
man or earned any money.

When she was questioned, she 
told federal agents it was her idea, 
solely, to try to earn some cash by 
placing the ad.

The government never told 
this to Overton and instead told his 
defense that the 17 year old would 
testify against him, making him cul-
pable for transporting her, a minor, 
across state lines for the purpose of 
trafficking her.

In other words, a possible life 
sentence.

Rather than share the important 
information that the young lady told 
the federal agent,  the prosecutors 
simply took the agent off the case.

Overton  makes the argument 
that he was essentially tricked into 
pleading guilty after being charged 
with “sex trafficking of a minor and 
transportation of a minor to engage 
in criminal sexual activity".

 ------
 Overton's lawyer, Frank Lo-

Tempio, III, wrote in the defense 
motion seeking to withdraw the 
pleas: "The Defendant stated in his 
declaration that he would not have 
taken the plea had he been in pos-
session of the evidence..."

The prosecution however 
does not want to allow Overton to 
withdraw his plea. They want him 
sentenced right away and sent to 
prison, by holding him to the old 
plea deal.

Part of the prosecution's argu-
ment is that the young woman lied 
when she first talked to a feder-
al agent.  After they brought the 
frightened young lady to the Grand 
Jury [possibly threatening her with 
charges] she changed her mind and 
"told the truth."

The prosecution wrote, "state-
ments made by Witness 3 to law 
enforcement [were made] at a time 
when Witness 3 was still in contact 
with the defendant. She later con-
tradicted the statements in her grand 
jury testimony, confirming the 
defendant’s conduct."

 That may be the case, but 
"Victim 3" is the cornerstone for the 
prosecution's case.  If she has told 

two different stories – that strikes at 
the core of reasonable doubt. There 
is a good chance that if Overton 
goes to trial he will be acquitted.

 No wonder prosecutors from 
the Department of Justice are not 
overly eager to see justice done.

They opposed the motion saying 
“A guilty plea is no mere formality, 
but a ‘grave and solemn act.’(…) 
Society has a strong interest in the 
finality of guilt pleas...”

 Of course society has a far 
stronger interest in justice being 
served and not to place an innocent 
man in prison.

The Defense argued: "All evi-
dence shows that Marcellus Overton 
always protested his innocence, and 
wanted to go to trial even without 
the ... [hidden] evidence [that shows 
he might be innocent]. The Defen-
dant went to the eve of trial before 
succumbing to the pressure of tak-
ing a plea".

Furthermore, as the defense mo-
tion reminds us, Federal Rule 32 is 
clear: "A guilty plea is not knowing-
ly and voluntarily made when the 
Defendant has been misinformed as 
to crucial aspects of their case".

The defense is calling out the 
prosecutors in their misrepresenting 
of the importance of "Victim 3" to 
their case, a woman who has - let's 
repeat - made a statement to law 
enforcement saying Overton was 
innocent.

The Defense wrote, "The state-
ment [Victim 3]  made to a case 
agent is relevant, especially if it 
undermines their theory of the case 
and also undermines her credibili-

ty....
"Further, [if the prosecution had 

given Overton the true informa-
tion about her original statement] 
Witness 3 […] could have been a 
witness for the defense...

"The Government is attempting 
to prove that Mr. Overton was a 
pimp. Yet, they have a witness who 
rebuts their theory."

 ------
 In a reasonable world, there 

should be no discussing Overton's 
right to withdraw his plea. It would 
not mean he would walk free. It 
would only mean the government 
would have to actually prove their 
case against a man who seven years 
ago took a drive down to Georgia 
on what he claims was a short trip 
with three friends.

There was, by the way, appar-
ently no actual sex work done by 
the young lady, Victim #3. or the 
other two women. They merely 
placed an online ad making this a 
sex trafficking case without any sex.

Based on what was withheld 
from him, Overton believes he 
should be permitted to go to trial 
and let a jury decide if he is inno-
cent or guilty.

On October 20, 2020, Alechma-
rie Pizarro, 22, of Syracuse, New 
York was arraigned before Honor-
able Matthew J. Murphy in Niagara 
County Court. She was charged by 
the Niagara County Grand Jury with 
Murder in the Second Degree and 
Manslaughter in the First Degree for 
the death of her three year-old son, 
Christopher Pizarro. 

The child’s death was ruled a 
homicide due to blunt force inju-
ries to the head by the Erie County 
Medical Examiner’s Office. Pizarro 
is alleged to have committed these 
crimes while residing in the City of 
Niagara Falls on or about or be-
tween January 1, 2020 and February 
15, 2020. 

The defendant is been held 
on bail set in the amount of 
$125,000/$200,000/$250,000. The 
defendant is being represented by 
the Niagara County Public Defend-

er.
Niagara Falls Police Superin-

tendent Thomas Licata stated, “Any 
time there is a death of a young 
child it is very hard on our officers. 
I would like to thank the officers 
from the Patrol Division as well as 
the Detectives from the Criminal 
Investigation Division and Crime 
Scene Unit for their perseverance 
in seeking justice for this boy. They 
were able to work through this 
difficult subject-matter and do an 
outstanding job putting this case 
together. I am very proud of their 
work.”

Niagara County District Attor-
ney Caroline Wojtaszek spoke of 
the collaboration between Niagara 
Falls Police and her office. 

“The Niagara Falls Police 
Department and my office worked 
for many months to build this 
case," said Wojtaszek. "I appreci-
ate the public’s patience and trust 
in our office to pursue this case. I 
praise the dedication and diligence 
of Detective Troy Earp for work-

ing alongside my top prosecutors, 
First Assistant Holly E. Sloma and 
Assistant District Attorney Maria 

Stoelting in seeking justice for this 
precious, innocent 3 year-old child."

Staff Reporter

Marcellus Overton became a target of the feds.

Overton Cont. from Cover

Niagara Falls PD and Niagara County DA's Office Issues Joint 
Statement on Arrest in Death of 3-Year-Old Boy
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WEEKLY HEADLINES
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the Rainforest Café in the morning hours of 
Wednesday, September 30th, 2020, after reports of criminal mischief. Ac-
cording to police, an individual threw a brick at the window of the restaurant 
causing it to shatter. The value of the broken window is $600 and police are 
continuing to investigate the incident. 

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1000 block of Cleveland Avenue in 
the afternoon hours of Wednesday, September 30th, 2020, after reports of a 
burglary. According to police, an unknown subject entered the complainant’s 
apartment and stole several items including a large television and 16 cans of 
Enfamil baby formula. Police are continuing to investigate the incident. 

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 3rd floor of the Niagara Falls Memorial 
Medical Center parking ramp in the early morning hours of Thursday, October 
1st, 2020, after reports of a loose animal. According to police, the dog was 
injured and covered in fleas. The dog was transported to the SPCA. 

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the Dollar General located on the 1800 
block of Pine Avenue in the early morning hours of Thursday, October 1st, 
2020, after reports of a shoplifter. According to police, an unknown individual 
took a bottle of hand lotion and passed all points of entry without paying. It 
was at that point a store employee attempted to block the exit and demanded 
that the suspect turn over the lotion. The suspect refused and pushed past the 
store employee. Police are continuing to investigate the incident. 

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 600 block of 13th Street in the after-
noon hours of Thursday, October 1st, 2020, after reports of criminal mischief. 
According to the complainant, his driver’s side rear window was shattered 
overnight. Police are continuing to investigate the incident. 

-Niagara Falls Police responded to Walmart on Military Road in the evening 
hours of Thursday, October 1st, 2020, after reports of a larceny. According to 
police, a cell phone was stolen after it was set down. Police are continuing to 
investigate the incident. 

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 2700 block of Falls Street in the eve-
ning hours of Thursday, October 1st, 2020, after reports of shots fired. Accord-
ing to a witness, she saw a male wearing a black mask and dark colored cloth-
ing running from through the alley. Police found a pistol magazine containing 
live rounds of ammunition. There were no injuries as a result of the incident 
and police are continuing to investigate. 

-Niagara Falls Police responded to Walmart on Military Road in the evening 
hours of Friday, October 2nd, 2020, after reports of a shoplifter. According to 
store employees, a suspect attempted to exit the store with 27 items of mer-
chandise totaling $138.04 without paying. The suspect was given an appear-
ance ticket. 

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 7000 block of Buffalo Avenue to the 
Riverside Inn in the early morning hours of Saturday, October 3rd, 2020, after 
reports of a stolen vehicle. According to police, the complainant stated that 
his mother’s vehicle was missing. Police utilized the tracker in the vehicle and 
found it unoccupied on the 7200 block of Perry Avenue. Police have no infor-
mation or a suspect.  

-In the early morning hours of Sunday, October 4th, 2020, Niagara Falls Police 
attempted to pull over a vehicle for a traffic stop after the car went through a 
red light. According to police, the vehicle did slow down as if it was going to 
pull over, but then began to unlawfully flee from police. A few minutes later, 
the vehicle stopped in the middle of Hyde Park Blvd. and attempted to flee on 
foot. Police did catch up to the suspect and placed him into custody. 

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1000 block of Portage Road at Rainbow 
Apparel in the evening hours of Sunday, October 4th, 2020, after reports of an 
armed robbery. According to an employee, a black male wearing a gray hoodie 
and black jeans with a mask covering part of his face was standing over her. 
The employee greeted the customer at which time she saw a silver revolver in 
his hand which he pointed at the employee. The male suspect told the em-
ployee to open the registers. The suspect removed all cash from both registers. 
It was at that time that the suspect asked where the safe was. The employee 
opened the safe for the suspect, still at gunpoint, and took all money before 
fleeing. According to the employee, the suspect made off with over $5,000 in 
cash. Police are continuing to investigate the incident. 

-Niagara Falls Police responded to St. Mary’s Hospital in the morning hours 
of October 5th, 2020, for an investigation. According to reports, police were 

suspicious of an injury sustained by a female who had gone to the hospital 
for treatment. The female was non-responsive to questions. 

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the area of 74th Street and Buffalo Ave-
nue in the morning hours of October 5th, 2020, after reports of a suspicious 
condition. According to reports, dispatch advised that a black male in a 
blue hooded sweatshirt was observed by a passerby looking into an unoc-
cupied USPS mail truck. However, the mail carrier stated that the individ-
ual was in fact a white male wearing a dark sweatshirt. The mail carrier 
stated that the individual was watching her and that when she came back to 
the mail truck, the window of the truck was smashed and a large rock was 
laying on the ground near the truck. The victim stated that her purse was 
missing. It is unknown whether any mail was taken. Police are continuing 
to investigate the incident. 

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 3000 block of Church Avenue in the 
morning hours of October 5th, 2020, after reports of a theft. According to 
police, the complainant stated that at some point over the past week their 
blue garbage bin went missing. Police are continuing to investigate the 
incident. 

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1000 block of Grove Avenue in the 
afternoon hours of October 5th, 2020, after reports of a suspicious fire. Ac-
cording to police, members of fire investigation believed that the fire was a 
result of arson. Police are continuing to investigate. 

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 9500 block of Colvin Blvd. in the 
evening hours of October 6th, 2020, after reports of a hit and run. 

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 600 block of Ashland Avenue in the 
morning hours of October 7th, 2020, after reports of criminal mischief. 
According to the complainant, a rear passenger window was removed 
from a vehicle and a Samsung Galaxy s8 cell phone taken from inside. The 
value of the broken window is estimated to be $200 and the phone at $400. 
Police are continuing to investigate the incident. 

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 2700 block of Livingston Avenue in 
the evening hours of October 7th, 2020, after reports of a burglary. Ac-
cording to the complainant, an electric snow blower was stolen. Police are 
continuing to investigate. 

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 7200 block of Stephenson Avenue 
in the morning hours of October 8th, 2020, after reports of an assault. Ac-
cording to the complainant, he was assaulted the day prior in the parking 
lot of Home Depot. The suspect was an unknown black male who appar-
ently thought the victim was someone else. The victim was punched in the 
face multiple times and, upon falling to the ground, was physically assault-
ed more. Police are continuing to investigate the incident. 

-The Niagara Falls Police Department arrested 20-year-old, Michael An-
thony Mease, of Niagara Falls, for the shooting of Shakiya Boyce, on Oc-
tober 9th, 2020. Boyce was shot and killed near 20th St. and Center Ave. 
on September 29th. Mease is being charged with Murder Second Degree 
(A-felony) and Criminal Possession of a Weapon 2nd Degree (C-felony). 

-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1500 block of Linwood Avenue 
in the evening hours of October 19th, 2020, after reports of shots fired. 
According to police, they responded to Niagara Falls Memorial Medical 
Center for a gunshot victim who had arrived with multiple gunshot wounds 
by private vehicle. The victim reported that he was shot in a garage located 
in the 1500 block of Linwood Avenue. It was at this time officers went to 
the Linwood Avenue address and located the crime scene.
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara County

Advertise your 
business in 

our
"Food at the Fold" section!!  

 
 email 

niagarareporter@gmail.com
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This past June, in the Special Election 
for the 27th Congressional District and in 
the Primary Election for Niagara County 
Court Judge, one of the most egregious 
campaign violations we have seen took 
place.

 An organization that called itself the 
Coalition for Safe Schools sent a letter to 
residents across Niagara County advocat-
ing for very stringent gun control, while 
endorsing Nate McMurray and Caroline 
Wojtaszek.

 McMurray was the endorsed Democrat 
candidate for Congress and Wojtaszek was 
the endorsed Republican for judge.

 The mailer arrived in mailboxes of 
voters who are likely to support the Second 
Amendment the day before the election. 
That’s right – a gun control group mailing 
endorsements of candidates to gun rights’ 
voters.

 As the Reporter discovered, the orga-
nization, Coalition of Safe Schools doesn’t 

exist. The Executive Director of the group is 
fictional. The return address is nonexistent. 
The organization’s website was created two 
days before the mailer was sent, and no lon-
ger exists. The mailer did not identify who 
paid for it, a violation of law.

Most problematic, the mailer was sent 
to voters who would be opposed to gun 
control.

 The fraudulent mailer was sent to 
enrage and deceive them into voting against 
McMurray and Wojtaszek, while pretending 
to endorse them.

 A complaint has been filed with the 
Niagara County District Attorney, Wojtaszek 
who is actually the victim of the deceptive 
mailer.

 She is not investigating, of course, 
since she was the victim, and it appears to 
have been referred to another investigative 
agency.

 The crimes committed fall under at 
least two agencies' jurisdiction: the State 
Police, and the FBI.

Asked for comment on the criminal 
investigation, Wojtaszek said, “Beyond 

acknowledging receipt of a complaint 
regarding potentially fraudulent political 
activity, I cannot comment on any potential 
investigation.”

 Though the mailer was directed at two 
Democrats, and likely cost them votes, the 
Niagara County Chairman of the Republican 
party, Richard L. Andres Jr., is calling for a 
thorough investigation by law enforcement 
and to charge the perpetrator for any crimes 
they committed. 

Andres said, “I recognize that politics 
and campaigns can be rough and tumble, 
and frankly, I do not have a problem with 
that so long as it is done within the bound-
aries of all state and federal laws. That 
includes full disclosure of who is paying for 
campaign advertising.

 “Anonymous mailers, phone calls and 
other deceptive advertisements funded by 
unknown dark money is not only unethical, 
it’s illegal. Given the audacity of the scheme 
we saw in June and its breathtaking level 
of deceit, I am asking for local, state, and 
federal authorities to investigate this matter. 
With subpoena power, they can quickly dis-
cover the perpetrators behind this and bring 
them to justice. Election fraud is a violation 
of the public trust and cannot be tolerated.”

 The party chairman for the Democrats 
John Jacoby also agreed telling the Reporter 
that he thought the mailer was “vile.”

 Jacoby said if there was a potential 
violation of law, there should be a full 
investigation.

The Reporter learned that the fraudulent 
mailer did not identify, as it must by law, the 
group or individual who paid for the mail-
ing, but that the postal stamp of Mr. Copy 
on Delaware Ave. in Buffalo was used.

Law enforcement msy or already have 
issued a subpoena to Mr. Copy to determine 
who paid them for the postal costs for mail-
ing the fraudulent mailer.

As part of their business Mr. Copy pro-
vides services such as printing and mailing 
campaign material. While no one is suggest-
ing Mr. Copy was complicit in the deception 
of voters, they should be able to provide 
authorities the identity of the individual[s] 
who paid for it.

At least two sources familiar with the 
investigation told the Reporter that law 
enforcement has identified two possible 
suspects, the individual who authored the 
phony mailer and the individual who fun-
neled dark money to pay for it.

The Reporter was able to obtain the 
original complaint filed with the DA’s office.

 It is signed by Edward D. Pettitt, a pro 
second amendment advocate, who suspected 
the mailer was a phony.

Petit’s complaint reads, “On Monday 
June 22, 2020 I received a letter in the mail 
purportedly from Carl Enrique-Smith, Exec-
utive Director of ‘Parents For Safe Schools.’ 
The purpose of the letter was to state that 
this pro-gun control group endorsed Caro-
line Wojtaszek for Niagara County Judge 
because she ‘has prosecuted multiple dan-
gerous criminals under the New York SAFE 
Act commonsense gun law.

 "Being very active in the pro-2A 

advocacy cause as President of Second 
Amendment for EVER, Inc. (SAfE) in Ni-
agara County, I had never heard of this gun 
control advocacy group and became suspi-
cious of the letter. I began to investigate the 
validity of the letter as follows:

 "1.. I contacted candidate for Niaga-
ra County Judge Caroline Wojtaszek who 
stated she had never heard of the group and 
never sought the endorsement of any pro-
gun control group.

2.. I looked up the gunfreeschoolzone.
com website listed in the letter and found it 
to be a front page only with no content.

3.. I performed an internet search on 
Carl Enriquez-Smith in conjunction with 
Parents for Safe Schools and Safe Schools 
Coalition and could not find any indication 
such a person exists.

4.. I performed a corporation search 
on the New York State Department of State 
website for Parents for Safe Schools and 
could find no such corporation.

5.. I used Google Maps to identify the 
location of 1971 Western Ave. #520 Albany, 
NY 12203 and it appears to be a UPS store.

5.. I visited the US Post Office in 
Newfane, NY and Lockport, NY to request 
a trace on the US Postage Permit # 862 
to identify the source of the letter but was 
refused such service.

 “I now believe this mailer is a fraudu-
lent creation intended to manipulate pro-2A 
voters into not voting for Candidate Wo-
jtaszek under false pretenses and timed for 
delivery to prevent any chance of correction. 
Such tactics attacks the integrity of the gun 
vote base which is my primary concern. 
And as President of a 501-c4 organization, I 
am concerned that an organization is using 
fraudulent methods to hurt our cause which 
is to educate and engage responsible gun 
owners so they can make the best election 
choices to protect their 2A rights. I would 
like to now lodge a complaint and request 
an investigation if warranted to address this 
mailer.”

 It is not clear what charges will be 
lodged. But oftentimes defendants are 
allowed to plea down the charges.

 A few years ago, former state senator, 
George Maziarz was charged with five felo-
ny counts of offering a false instrument for 
filing in the first degree. All of the charges 
were Class E felonies and carried a maxi-
mum sentence of one and one-third to four 
years on each count.

 According to the indictment and court 
papers filed at the time, Maziarz is alleged 
to have orchestrated an illegal, multilayered 
pass-through scheme that enabled him to 
use money from his own campaign commit-
tee, The Committee to Elect Maziarz State 
Senate, to funnel secret campaign payments 
to a former staffer.

 Facing years in prison, Maziarz accept-
ed a misdemeanor plea deal that spared him 
jail time. He paid a $1000 fine.

 The push to investigate this particular 
“vile” mailer is ongoing.

Expect the people behind this to be 
found out very soon. 

Larry Eggert, Lewiston Police Chief 
Frank Previte, Town of Niagara Police 
Chief Jim Suitor, and Middleport Police 
Chief John Swick. I am also endorsed 
by the Niagara County Deputy Sheriffs 
PBA, the New York State Police Investi-
gators Association, and the Western New 
York Association of Retired Law En-
forcement Personnel, Inc., not to mention 
the many, many individual law enforce-
ment officials from police forces across 
the county who are supporting me. 

The reason I have this law enforce-
ment support is simple. I worked hand 
in hand with these individuals when I 
was an Assistant District Attorney and 
they know what kind of prosecutor I was. 
Sheriff Voutour put it this way, “Bri-
an was the kind of prosecutor that my 
investigators wanted working on their 
cases because he was tough, thorough, 

and hard-working. He always gave our 
cases the attention they deserved and got 
results.” Law enforcement officers want 
a DA who will work as hard as they do to 
bring justice for crime victims and keep 
our communities safe. That is the type 
of Assistant DA I was, and the type of 
District Attorney I will be if elected.  

Law enforcement officers also want 
a DA who has experience handling 
prosecutions of serious crimes.  The last 
thing they want is a DA who has never 
handled a serious felony prosecution. In 
my time as an Assistant DA I tried cases, 
and obtained convictions, of crimes 
such as murder, attempted murder of a 
police officer, First Degree Robbery, First 
Degree Burglary, and many other serious 
felonies. I’ve presented complicated 
cases of fraud, embezzlement, and elder 
exploitation to the grand jury, obtained 

indictments, and obtained convictions. 
In contrast, my opponent spent his entire 
time in the DA’s office handling misde-
meanors in city and town courts. He has 
never tried a felony case. He has never 
even presented a case to a grand jury, 
or obtained an indictment. He simply 
doesn’t have the proper experience for 
the position.

Who the District Attorney is matters. 
The fact is that we live in a time and 
place where serious crimes are a reali-
ty. Crimes including murders, assaults, 
child abuse, sexual assault, elder abuse, 
robberies, and burglaries are dealt with 
by our law enforcement officials ev-
ery day. Did you know that there have 
already been 18 homicides in Niagara 
County this year? The District Attorney 
has to be somebody who is prepared to 
handle these cases. I have the support of 

law enforcement in this election because 
I have the experience and ability to meet 
the challenge. I respectfully ask for your 
vote on election day.

Former prosecutor and candidate for District Attor-
ney Brian Seaman.

Brian Seaman Cont. from Cover

Campaign Mailer Cont. from 
Cover
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This year presents new ideas 
and challenges for the holidays.  
Since we are still attempting to keep 
the rate of COVID-19 infection 
low there are new guidelines for 
Halloween from the CDC.  Their 
recommendations are to avoid door-
to-door trick or treating although 
Governor Cuomo did say it was 
allowed in NYS.  However, CDC 
also advises against costume masks 
and using cloth masks instead.

It is also recommended that 
attending large indoor parties should 
be avoided as well as haunted house 
settings.  Traditional activities of 
the past are considered high risk and 
should be replaced with low risk 
activities such as carving pumpkins, 
decorating one’s home, outdoor 
scavenger hunts and movie nights 
with the family.

With these recommendations 
in mind, NT will conduct a car 
Halloween Haunted Havoc drive 
thru at Pine Woods Park on Satur-
day, October 24, 2020 from 7 to 10 
pm.  Please bring a canned good 
donation in lieu of a fee.  Cars will 
enter the given route and observe 
Halloween stations as they pass by 
concluding with a treat bag at the 
end of the drive thru.  Families may 
dress up, decorate their cars but not 
exit the vehicle.  We are attempting 
to provide a safe alternative to past 

activities.  Please consider these 
suggestions, refraining from large 
gatherings to expose children as 
well as adults to further the spread 
of the virus and the flu.

If you do choose to go door to 
door in your neighborhood, please 
do so between the hours of 5:30pm 
and 7:30pm.  Residents who pass 
out treats please wear a proper 
COVID mask. Participants are en-
couraged to stay in their respective 
neighborhood and attend friends and 
family houses.  I hope that everyone 
will stay safe and healthy after par-
ticipating in the holiday festivities.

North Tonawanda Mayor Provides
Halloween Update

Arthur Pappas

Mayor of North Tonawanda Arthur Pappas.

Dozens of North Tonawanda residents participated in a Downtown 
cleanup on Saturday, October 17th, 2020. 

Community Cleanup Held in 
North Tonawanda 




