
Reviewing the first six months of our admin-
istration, it has clearly been a time of challenge.

A simple review of the headlines paints the 
picture that Niagara Falls and many other cities 
across the state, and nation, have had to address. 
Entering office, I knew that our budget was a frag-
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Annually, Niagara Falls State Park is the 

destination of millions of people from around the 
nation and the world, who come to see one of the 
greatest natural wonders of the world.

Most visitors come from late May to early 
September, and previous State Park estimates have 
been as high as 8 million annual visitors.
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ile document, which going forward, would 
need a steadier hand and clearer direction 
to move Niagara Falls into a better finan-
cial place.

I realized that the Community Devel-
opment Department had been without lead-
ership, was floundering in misspent funds, 
incomplete documentation, unfulfilled 
"promises" and constant rebuke from US 
Housing and Urban Development officials.

Simply put, the "financial house" of 
the city had to get some order. In the first 
several weeks, steps were immediately 
taken to clear up unpaid debts, provide 
structure and training, develop a depend-
able process and give linear direction to 
the finances of the city.

I am, and continue to be, confident 
that the new administration under the 
departmental guidance of the new and 
experienced City Administrator, city gov-
ernment will continue to work to achieve a 
sound fiscal picture for city government.

 In those first two months my office 
discussed with state representatives new 
avenues for revenue for our city, explored 
development partnerships with entities pre-
viously antagonistic with each other and 
with city government, as well as reimagin-
ing city government, across all platforms, 
to find efficiencies through collaboration.

In a few short weeks all of that was 
halted as the pandemic hit New York State 
like a lightning bolt and the economy was 
shut down, government stalled as state of-
ficials looked to address the public health 
crisis and, as the virus spread, the border to 
Canada was closed further increasing the 
strain locally.

 All of this created incredible challeng-
es for City Hall; we needed to forecast rev-
enue losses and determine how to manage 
that against our budgeted expenses. While 
we hoped to partner with our city unions, 
that never occurred, as many officials told 
us to wait for federal relief which they said 

would arrive "by Memorial Day".
 Well Independence Day just passed 

and obviously their prediction was incor-
rect.

 We worked to cut expenses within the 
executive office, shifted positions in de-
partments to achieve savings, took advan-
tage of some government relief offered due 
to the pandemic and, unfortunately, had to 
cut certain programming. All these efforts 
have put us in a position to work through 
the balance of the year, assuming there are 
no other unforeseen revenue disruptions.

 Despite the incredible challenge 
associated with our finances, there have 
been great opportunities that have come 
from our time looking at how government 
operates. During these past 90 days we 
have entered into discussions with other 
governmental entities to bring forward 
the collaborative agreements on which I 
campaigned. While talks are progressing, 
we still have details to iron out; and once 
achieved, these new partnerships can be 
the beginning of a more efficient, cost 
effective and cooperative form of service 
delivery for our community. These agree-
ments will eliminate structural redundan-
cies and provide cost savings.

 In the middle of the fight to cut 
expenses, we also forged a new relation-
ship between city government and not for 
profit groups to provide expanded youth 
programming and have set the stage for 
further partnerships and expanded pro-
gramming. Another example of how “in 
crisis there is opportunity.”

While it was a difficult decision to 
make regarding youth programs, I am 
proud of the way our administration met 
the challenge; and not only solved the 
issue, but we will provide expanded pro-
gramming options.

 As you know, the country not only 
faced financial crisis with unemployment 
and small businesses shut down due to the 

pandemic, but we have also had a social 
justice reckoning in the wake of the death 
of George Floyd. Again, Niagara Falls 
was not immune from the frustration that 
gripped the country.

I am happy and proud to say that those 
community members that chose to publicly 
show their frustration  did so in a manner 
that didn't reflect the unchecked violence 
and destruction that marred the message 
and call for social reform.

In addition, our law enforcement 
professionals handled themselves with the 
dignity and professionalism in which they 
were trained and which I, and others, ex-
pected. During those weeks, Niagara Falls 
showed how the message could be deliv-
ered and received without the unnecessary 
distraction of violence and destruction.

The message was indeed received, and 
I am proud of the community leaders that 
have volunteered their time to serve on the 

city's SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMISION 
which I announced a few weeks ago. This 
group will look at social inequality across 
various aspects of community life and 
provide a road map for change. 

I look forward to their final report and 
the work ahead.

While our local economy has re-
opened and the challenges of what lies 
ahead continue to be reviewed, I am 
pleased with the work we have done to get 
to this point.  Certainly there is more to be 
done (roads to repave, parks to maintain 
and general city cleanup), but I will again 
ask, as I did at the time of my swearing 
in six months ago, as residents of the city, 
let's all do our part in keeping our proper-
ties and our neighborhoods clean. Each of 
us working together can bring great change 
to the city.

 Be a part of that change.

Restaino Cont. from Cover: Working Together to 
Overcome Challenges and Make Great Changes to the City

Niagara Falls Mayor Robert M. Restaino.
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It’s that time of the year again for 
concerts and car shows. Due to COVID-19, 
not much has been able to happen, but I’m 
happy to announce that as I write this we 
are moving forward with Summerfest!

This year will be slightly different, 
though. There will still be great cars, mu-
sic, vendors and fun, but we will be spread 
out more and have hand sanitizer stations. 
We will also provide masks as needed. 

We have at least one new band this 
year and possibly a second. Neil Garfinkel, 
a very well-known musician, is bringing 
his band “The Tower” to join us this year. 
We have our partners in the fabulous USA 
Bank as well as Bille Cuddahee and the 
Junkyard Dogs all on board. Who knows, 
there might even be a few surprises as well. 

Steve Brown from Channel 2 will be 
our MC as always with a special appear-
ance from Niagara’s own Sal Paonessa. 

Food will be available from Soliday’s 
Bar & Grill and your favorite beverages 
will be available as well. We also have a 

nice variety of vendors selling all sorts of 
home and outdoor products.  

We are currently looking for sponsors 
for both the event as well as prizes. Feel 
free to reach out if you are interested in 
having your company join in this fun filled 
charity event. 

So, on August 23rd, 2020, bring your 
classic car, your sweet ride, and motorcy-
cles! We take them all! 

Come enjoy some GREAT music and 
BEAUTIFUL cars. See some old friends 
and make some new ones as you support 
the Niagara Falls Firefighters Toy Fund. 

If you have any questions, feel free to 
contact me at (716) 990-7092.

 Nothing like that is happening this 
year.

 The July 4th holiday, which is tradi-
tionally the busiest time of the year for the 
park and surrounding downtown Niagara 
Falls, was a ghost of what it has been in the 
past.  

 Due to the pandemic, 2020 has been a 
dismal year for tourism. 

 About 33 percent of visitors to the 
Falls come from Canada. But the border is 
closed to non-essential travel, locking out 
hundreds of thousands of tourists.

 Another large segment of tourists are 
visitors from China, South Korea, India, 
and Europe, many of them come on buses 

from New York City. They aren’t coming 
tnis year.

With the Covid 19, in their own coun-
tries and in the USA, foreign tourists, either 
by law or choice won;t be in the Falls this 
year.

 On top of that, Governor Andrew Cuo-
mo imposed a 14 day quarantine for anyone 
coming to New York State from Alabama, 
Arkansas, Arizona, Florida, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, Utah, Texas, California, 
Georgia, Iowa, Idaho, Louisiana, Mississip-
pi, Nevada and Tennessee.

Many summertime travelers come 
from these states, and they are prohibited 
from simply driving or flying here to come 
out and see the Falls - unless they are will-
ing to be quarantined for two weeks.

This has killed most plans for USA 
travelers from these states to make a short 
visit to the area.

 Essentially, these pandemic-based 
rules and conditions have limited visitors 
to the Falls to New York state residents and 
summer travelers from other states not on 
the quarantine list, who take short trips, 
possibly averaging 200 miles or less from 
their homes.

This means that most of the tourism 

this year is from locals, and other places 
in New York, and from Pennsylvania and 
Ohio.

More than 90% of the license plates at 
the State Park over the weekend were from 
New York, with a few from Ohio, New 
Jersey, and Pennsylvania.

None were from Canada.
At the Niagara Falls State Park, this 

July 4th holiday weekend was nothing like 
past years when traffic jams slowed traffic 
sometimes for hours and the State Park 
parking lot was full by 8 am.

This holiday weekend, perhaps for 
the first time this tourist season, the State 
Park’s parking lot was full, for a while, but 
there were no delays, no traffic jams and no 
overflow crowds at various attractions at 
the park. 

The Maid of the Mist set sail for the 
first time during the last week of June [it 
usually opens in April or May depending 
on ice conditions] and has social distancing 
in place. The boat ride operates at 50% 
capacity which comes out to about 230 
people per boat.

 Elevators to the Observation Deck 
operate at 50 percent capacity.  

The Cave of the Winds, Rainbow Air 
Helicopter Tours, and Whirlpool Jet Boats 
opened for the first time this year during the 
first week of July.  They normally open in 
May.

 There were lines for attractions for the 
Cave of the Winds and Maid of the Mist 
this weekend. Both attractions sold out on 
Saturday, July 4th, and Sunday, July 5th.

 However, in the past on July 4, thou-
sands were turned away and the wait time 
for the Maid of the Mist and the Cave of 
the Winds was from two to four hours.

Not this year. 
Hotel occupancy rates are better than 

they have been during the pandemic and 
some tourist destinations were rehiring, but 
it is nothing like the past when on any giv-
en night during July, all 3000 hotel rooms 
in the Falls would be filled and thousands 
of seasonal workers would be employed 
at restaurants, bars, hotels, gift shops and 
other tourist oriented businesses.

This is not the case this year.
Our estimate, based mainly on observ-

ing parking lots and wait times, leads us to 
conclude that tourism is down more than 50 
percent this year.

This appears to be the lost tourist 
season. 

It is a short season as it is in the Falls 
and there seems to be little hope it can be 
salvaged before summer ends.  

Most in the industry are likely pinning 
their hopes on summer 2021.

The Niagara Reporter is proud to 
announce that as of Friday, July 4th, 2020, 
we are home to the largest social media 
presence of any newspaper publication in 
Niagara County.

In business since 2000, the Niagara 
Reporter has strived to speak truth to power 
and report on issues that other publications 
might not publish for fear of retribution or 
retaliation.

We are a locally owned newspaper that 
reports on issues affecting people in this 
community every day.

Each month, tens of thousands of read-
ers visit our website [www.niagarafallsre-
porter.com] with online page views totaling 

more 200,000 per month and growing. 
VIsitors are reading stories about Niagara 
Falls, North Tonawanda, and across Niaga-
ra County.

Every day more than 50,000 people 
are reached on our various social media 
platforms.

Now, after a hiatus of several months, 
caused by the pandemic and the consequent 
shuttering of many of the locations where 
the Reporter is made available, free of 
charge, we are back in print.

Many people enjoy reading the print 
edition and we remain committed to offer-
ing news in this format as well as online on 
our growingly popular website and through 
our expansive social media presence.

From our entire team at the Niagara 
Reporter, thank you for placing your trust 
in us to keep you informed.

Reporter Staff

Niagara Reporter Has Largest 
Newspaper Social Media 

Presence in County  
Tourism Cont. from Cover

Ken Tompkins
NF City Councilman

Lines forming at the Cave of the Winds on Goat 
Island for the first time in 2020.Summerfest is Back!! 
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WEEKLY HEADLINES
-Niagara Falls Police responded to a tanning salon on Niagara Falls Boule-
vard in the afternoon hours of Monday, June 29th, 2020, after reports of a 
snake inside one of the beds. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to Monteagle Ridge Estates in the morning 
hours of Tuesday, June 30th, 2020, after reports of four children under the 
age of 4 left home alone. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 7600 block of Buffalo Avenue in the 
early morning hours of Wednesday, July 1st, 2020, after a male victim in 
his early twenties was brought to Niagara Falls Memorial Medical Center 
with a gunshot wound to the chest. Upon arriving at the scene, police found 
one bullet casing and blood. Police are continuing to investigate the inci-
dent. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 400 block of 20th Street in the early 
morning hours of Wednesday, July 1st, 2020, for a shooting. According to 
police, a male was shot in the arm and taken by ambulance to the hospital. 
Police are continuing to investigate the incident. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to a robbery in the morning hours of 
Thursday, July 2nd, 2020, after an Assistant Arby’s Manager was robbed at 
gunpoint while heading to a nearby KeyBank to make a deposit. According 
to police, a man approached the manager and pointed a silver handgun at 
her, saying, “give me that.” Ultimately, the suspect took a bag containing 
$80 in cash and a $107.99 check. Police are continuing to investigate the 
incident.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the Seneca Niagara Casino in the late 
evening hours of Friday, July 3rd, 2020, after reports that juveniles were 
trying to hit security with brooms and throwing rocks at passerby. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1900 block of Niagara Street in the 
afternoon hours of Saturday, July 4th, 2020, after reports of an assault. 
According to reports, a female was beaten up and thrown into a glass door. 
While police were on the scene, the violence escalated as a male was as-
saulted by another male. Police arrested the aggressor. 
-Niagara Falls Police, Fire and Medical were dispatched to the 2000 block 
of Hyde Park Blvd. on July 4, 2020, where a 2009 Dodge Avenger, driving 
west on Porter Rd., continued straight across Hyde Park Blvd. and struck 
the porch of the house at 2010 Hyde Park Blvd. One rear seat passenger, a 
27-year-old Niagara Falls woman, was transported to Niagara Falls Memo-
rial Medical Center, where she succumbed to her injuries. The driver of the 
vehicle, a 24-year-old woman from Niagara Falls, was extricated from the 
vehicle by the Niagara Falls Fire Department.

-Niagara Falls Police and Fire were dispatched to the 700 block of 15th 

Street in the afternoon hours of July 4th, 2020, after reports that someone’s 
hair was set on fire.
-The Niagara Falls Fire Department responded to a grass fire on the Niaga-
ra Scenic Parkway in the afternoon hours of July 4th, 2020, after someone 
set off fireworks there.
-The Niagara Falls Fire Department responded to a grass fire started as a 
result of fireworks on the 9100 block of Cayuga Drive.
-The Niagara Falls Police Crash Management Unit, in addition to the Ni-
agara Falls Fire Department and medical, responded to the 9100 block of 
Griffon Avenue in the evening hours of Saturday, July 4th, 2020, to investi-
gate a mini bike crash with injuries. According to police and first respond-
ers at the scene, a 12-year-old boy, operating a Coleman CT100U mini 
bike, was traveling on Griffon Avenue when he struck a legally parked, 
and unoccupied, vehicle. The child was taken to Oishei Children’s Hospital 
of Buffalo where he is being treated for serious head injuries and broken 
bones. He was unresponsive at the scene and then taken by ambulance to 
the hospital.

-Niagara Falls Police and Fire responded to Ontario Avenue in the after-
noon hours of July 4th, 2020, after reports that a child was unresponsive 
and removed from a pool. 
-Niagara Falls Police and Fire responded to 7th Street in the evening hours 
of July 4th, 2020, after reports that a 20-month-old baby fell out of a 
third-story window.  
-Niagara Falls Fire responded to Gluck Park in the evening hours of July 
4th, 2020, after reports of a box of fireworks ablaze.
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1600 block of South Avenue in the 
afternoon hours of Sunday, July 5th, 2020, after reports of an assault and 
robbery. According to police, a juvenile was beat up and robbed of his cell 
phone. Once on scene, officers requested backup after a large group of 
teenagers gathered.  
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 500 block of Walnut Avenue in the 
evening hours of Sunday, July 5th, 2020, after reports of a stabbing. Ac-
cording to police, the victim succumbed to their injuries. 

Friends, family, and neighbors gathered at the intersection of Porter Road and Hyde 
Park Boulevard on July 5th, 2020, for a candlight vigil in honor of Precious Cox who 

died in a motor vehicle accident on July 4th, 2020.
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara County

Advertise your 
business in 

our
"Food at the Fold" 

section!!  
 

 Call (716) 990-3677

The problem facing Niagara Falls 
city government finances comes 
down to one powerful force that is 
the root cause of our issues: Arithme-
tic.

Long before anyone heard of 
COVID-19, our city government was 
operating with $10 million deficits, 
hidden by a seemingly limitless sup-
ply of casino cash.

When the casino cash came to a 
halt, our overspending became ob-
vious. Then the governor stepped in 
to give us “advances” on the casino 
cash, once again burying our fiscal 
recklessness.

Then, all of a sudden, a terrible 
virus popped up, inflicting all sorts 
of damage worldwide, including 
economic damage that is impacting 
people, businesses and governments 
everywhere. But our city govern-
ment, which had a spending prob-
lem to begin with, was particularly 
exposed.

It’s not a difficult problem to 
grasp. It doesn’t require an under-

standing of advanced algebra or 
calculus. You do not need an MBA 
or an understanding of high finance. 
It’s as simple as this: We’re spending 
more than we can afford. 

Pre-coronavirus, I’ve stated on 
multiple occasions that we need to 
put government on a diet, that we 
need to right-size city government. 
Now, with anticipated revenues 
falling dramatically (not to mention 
a big question mark around casino 
cash), it would seem it’s finally time 
to heed the call for fiscal responsibil-
ity.

Not so fast.
A whopping 80%+ of our city 

expenses are employee related. So 
there’s no way for us to meaningfully 
reduce spending without it impacting 
employees, and they are represented 
by seven unions.

But the municipal unions, who 
are sometimes seemingly more 
powerful than the force of arithmetic, 
want nothing to do with fiscal re-
sponsibility. They don’t want to help 
us get out of this crisis. Not at all. 

City leaders asked union leaders, 
despite their union contracts, to help 
save the city, to make small sacri-
fices, even temporary sacrifices, to 
get us through this crisis. The unions 
weren’t interested in sacrificing for 
the sake of the city.

Don’t get me wrong. Not all of 
the municipal unions are the same, 
and some unions, and some employ-
ees within those unions, have it much 
better than others. But for some, it’s a 
racket. A racket that must be protect-
ed.

Let me list a few examples of 
what I mean when I call it a racket:

- In 2019, we had dozens of 
employees work the racket to gener-
ate thousands of dollars in overtime, 
with some employees raking in up-
wards of $80,000 in overtime alone. 
(That’s over and above their salary 
and benefits and why there’s such a 
large number of city employees who 
make far more than $100,000.)

- Work rules in union contracts 
that force up overtime are padding 
payrolls and in 2019 total overtime 
expenses were north of $4 million.

- Union contracts also lavish 
generous gifts to employees that 
retire, with recent retirement pay-
outs for some employees surpassing 
$100,000. This doesn’t even include 
the hefty pensions.

We simply can’t keep going 
down this road. 

While the refusal of the unions to 
help the city may force city govern-
ment to take some short-term steps to 
get us through this situation, it will 
also force us to take steps to perma-
nently change the way we do busi-
ness. And that’s a good thing.

If only the dastardly laws of 
arithmetic could be avoided, we 
could continue the practice of ignor-
ing fiscal responsibility. We could 
continue to lavish some of the public 
sector unions with even more expen-
sive goodies. Alas, we cannot.

While the unions may appear to 
have won this battle, arithmetic will 
eventually be the victor. To the bene-
fit of the citizens.

Chris's Corner: That Darn Arithmetic
Chris Voccio is a Niagara Falls City Council member and can be 

reached at ChrisVoccio@gmail.com.

Chris Voccio
NF City Councilman
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Last week, former state Sen. George 
Maziarz sent a letter to law enforcement 
offices, and the Niagara Gazette, accusing 
his former friend and supporter, Henry 
Wojtaszek, the CEO of the Western Region 
Off Track Betting, and his wife — Niag-
ara County District Attorney and judicial 
candidate Caroline Wojtaszek - of various 
misdeeds and alleged crimes.

In his letter, Maziarz did not provide 
evidence of any actual crimes.

Last year, as Maziarz alludes to in his 
letter, federal investigators investigated 
operations of the Western Regional Off 
Track Betting Corp. [OTB] based on com-
plaints of wrongful spending and/or use of 
tickets to Buffalo Bills and Sabres games, 
an OTB-funded vehicle, a cell phone and 
health insurance coverage to board mem-
bers.

No charges were filed.
According to one legal source familiar 

with the investigation, “the matter is dead. 
There was a lot of hype and no substance. 
No crimes.”

OTB operates 19 betting parlors, 30 
betting kiosks in restaurants and bars, and 
the harness racing track at Batavia Downs. 
It shares its profits with 15 counties and 
two cities.  There are 450 full and part-time 
employees.

Maziarz, in his letter attacking Wo-
jtaszek, reiterated the already investigated 
claims and suggested that Wojtaszek got 
special treatment because, among other 
reason, he is white.

By sending his letter to the media, 
Maziarz made it clear he wants media 
attention, possibly to assist his preferred 
candidate Michael Benedict who is running 
against Caroline for Niagara County Court 
Judge.

Maziarz wrote, "As of yet…  none 
of the bad actors involved in the misuse 
of these [taxpayer] resources … has been 
indicted, despite an overwhelmingly clear 
case against OTB leadership."

Though making the conclusory allega-
tions of “an overwhelmingly clear case,” 
Maziarz failed to cite actual evidence of 
wrongdoing. Instead he suggests the reason 
that Henry was not charged is not lack of 
evidence but the fact that he is White.

Jumping on the racial tensions band-
wagon, Maziarz compared the OTB investi-
gation that led to no finding of wrongdoing, 
to a 2016 FBI investigation that resulted in 
a federal corruption conviction of former 
Niagara Falls Housing Authority Director 
Stephanie Cowart, who is African Ameri-
can.

Cowart pled guilty after she was 
accused of spending $17,000 in taxpayer 
funds to pay two family members for "no-
show" jobs.

“The crime committed by Ms. Cow-
art— which she admitted to and pled guilty 
to in a federal courtroom — pales in com-
parison to the fraudulent activities of West-
ern Region OTB and Henry Wojtaszek," 
Maziarz wrote, again without evidence.

"One must note,” Maziarz continued, 
“… that the matter that was adjudicated 
involved a Black female, while the unre-
solved OTB matter involves, primarily, 
wealthy white males. [note Maziarz capital-
izes Black but does not capitalize white.]

“Surely, you can see that there is an 
appearance of gross disparity in the applica-
tion of justice in these two cases."

Maziarz failed to mention that Cowert 
admitted her crime and that the grand jury 
found no probable cause to charge anyone 
at OTB be they White, Black or otherwise.

Maziarz made another false equivalen-
cy as he defended accused criminal Jeffrey 
Stowell, the Town of Pendleton highway 
supervisor indicted on charges of grand lar-
ceny after he was accused of stealing town 
property and had town employees work on 
his personal property.

DA Caroline Wojtaszek supervised his 
prosecution.

But for Maziarz it was unfair. Stowell 
is accused by actual law enforcement offi-
cials of stealing from taxpayers in amount 
of thousands of dollars, while private citi-
zen Maziarz is accusing Henry of stealing 
possibly millions.

Maziarz writes in his campaign season 
attack letter, “It is the height of irony that 
the individual overseeing [Stowell’s] pros-
ecution —District Attorney Caroline Wo-
jtaszek — is married to a man at the center 
of a scandal involving potentially millions 
of dollars in taxpayer funds."

Still, and it cannot be emphasized 
enough, unlike Cowert and Stowell, who 
were charged with committing crimes, no 
evidence has ever been presented that Hen-
ry Wojtaszek did anything wrong.

Of course, Maziarz has a reason to 
want to wreak vengeance on Henry, other 
than the fact that he is supporting Caroline’s 
opponent for County Judge.

Henry formerly served as chairman of 
the Niagara County Republican Party and 
was aligned with Maziarz before Maziarz 
resigned because of a NY State investiga-
tion into Maziarz’s alleged corruption when 
he was state senator.

Henry testified against Maziarz in the 
public corruption case which resulted in 
Maziarz pleading guilty to a misdemeanor 
for filing a false campaign finance report 
with the New York State Board of Elec-
tions.

A frontpage story about Maziarz’s 
letter was published in the Niagara Gazette 
on July 3rd, 2020. 

This prompted Henry’s wife, Caroline, 
to push back at Maziarz. She wrote a letter, 
addressed to the Gazette, a copy of which 

was provided to the Reporter.
We are publishing it in full: 

Dear Editor,

I woke up Friday, July 3, 2020, to your 
above the fold headline “Maziarz letters 
target Wojtaszeks” with a by-line explain-
ing that he sent letters to various state and 
federal agencies about me and my husband.

Accusations rehashed over and over 
again. This article on the eve of primary 
elections results for my campaign to be the 
next County Court Judge.

 I did not provide comment to the 
article with the sincere hope that your news 
organization would think better of engaging 
in his brand of harassment.

There was a time, when George Ma-
ziarz was in my orbit, that I thought better 
of running for District Attorney. Maziarz 
was a local State Senator who to others ap-
peared to be a person who rose through the 
ranks of government to proudly represent 
the people of Niagara County.

 A man born and raised in North 
Tonawanda who arguably became the third 
most powerful man in our State. However, I 
knew him very differently.

Back then, I knew that if I ran for 
District Attorney he would expect to use 
the office to advance his agenda. You see, 
back then, I knew a petty man who would 
exact revenge on anyone who crossed him, 
anyone who dared to say no to him.

George Maziarz was the worst kind 
of politician- one who strives for power 
for power’s sake. Then almost six years 
ago, the person who dared to say no to him 
was my husband. My husband knew that 
to carry out Maziarz’s vendetta would tear 
the Niagara County Republican Party in 
two. I had a ringside seat to the many times 
that my husband had to save Maziarz from 
himself.

It was an exhausting job.
At first, we assumed his anger would 

subside like the many times before when 
Maziarz would finally come to his senses. 
This time was different, this time he was 
under pressure from a state ethics probe, 
this time, unbeknownst to anyone in his 
“inner circle,” Maziarz had ordered his staff 
to burn and shred all his files, this time was 
different because his own demons had taken 
over to create the seeds of a paranoia that 
has only risen to a fever pitch.

When you are questioned by the FBI, 
you tell the truth. Since that day, George 
Maziarz has tried every way possible to 
destroy my family. He has done it before; 
many people could tell you their own story 
of having said no to George Maziarz. Many 
can tell you the repercussions they endured. 
His wake is littered with friends, colleagues 
and even family members. The story is not 

new, the difference is, our story gets to sit 
on the front page, above the fold.

I ran for District Attorney, my lifelong 
dream, to lead an office that had given me 
so much. I can honestly say that not once 
since I have been District Attorney, has 
anyone, and I mean anyone, influenced my 
decisions other than the sound advice of 
a fellow colleagues. Right or wrong they 
have been my decisions. In my position, 
decisions are made on tough issues every-
day and I must lay my head down at night 
at peace with myself. I have never made 
a “political hire.” Not once have I called 
someone or allowed anyone to influence my 
decision on a single hiring in my office.

Every new Assistant District Attor-
ney was hired because they were the most 
skilled and showed the most potential. I 
could not tell you their political affiliation. 
Frankly, those choices will impact the 
office for years to come and I could not be 
prouder.

I am tired of this fight. I have often 
thought about walking away. I have often 
thought about the hard work, the long 
hours, the sleepless nights contemplating 
cases and their effect on people’s lives. I 
have thought, my children deserve more 
than to read headlines like I read today. I 
can take my hard work elsewhere. But what 
would I be teaching my daughter? That 
a bully wins, that lies prevail, that hard 
work does not matter, that you crush under 
pressure?

So my message to George Maziarz and 
anyone who follows him - I have thought 
long and hard and I am not going anywhere. 
Why? Because the voters decided that they 
want me to stay. Niagara County has decid-
ed, despite your best efforts to spread lies, 
that they want me to stay. Niagara County 
has decided that what you say does not 
matter anymore.

People are starting to open their eyes 
to your games of going to the FBI to make 
a complaint, then planting others to be a 
“source” to leak the information to the press 
and sit back and wait for the damage. You 
own personal cauldron of paranoia and 
vendettas will only serve in the end to bring 
misery to you and your family.

Maybe the Niagara Gazette will even-
tually join other news organizations and 
grow weary of your rants. The Republican 
Party has finally exorcised you from their 
midst.

Hopefully, the Democratic Party will 
examine their soul and decide that feeding 
off your carcass will only poison them too.

I am not going anywhere.

Submitted,

Caroline A. Wojtaszek

Wojtaszek Defends Against Maziarz Attack Cont. from Cover
Staff Reporter

Niagara County District Attorney, and Candidate for Niagara County Court 
Judge, Caroline Wojtaszek.

Former New York State Senator, and convicted criminal, George Maziarz.
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The City of North Tonawanda is still in 
awe after a brutal assault captured on video 
this week.

 The incident, which occurred on 
Wednesday, July 1st, 2020, took place 
at North Tonawanda High School and 
involved three teenage girls allegedly as-
saulting a 14-year-old girl.

 The video, which has spread across 
social media like wildfire with more than 
100,000 views, was captured on Snapchat 
by another teenage girl.

 In the video, which spans about one 
minute and twenty seconds, you can see the 
three girls taking turns punching, kicking, 
and slapping the victim. There is also men-
tion in the video, and police have confirmed 
subsequently, that urine was also thrown on 
the girl.

 The video is truly horrific to watch.
 The North Tonawanda Police Depart-

ment released a statement on Friday, July 
3rd, 2020, stating that the investigation 
is ongoing and that the North Tonawanda 
School District is also involved as the in-
cident happened on school grounds and all 
participants are students.

 According to sources, it is expected 
that the three teenagers seen in the video 
allegedly assaulting the victim, as well as 
the individual who captured it on camera 
and was encourage/cheering them on, will 
face charges.

 Under New York State law, and 
because of their age, they will likely be 
prosecuted as juveniles in Family Court.

 The incident, however, could have 
been much worse if not for the actions of 
Anthony Swan and Simon Griskonis.

 Swan and Griskonis, two members 
of the North Tonawanda wrestling team, 
are being commended for stepping in and 
breaking up the attack the was unfolding. 
According to witnesses, both young men 
ran to the victims aid after she was being 
beaten, kicked, punched, and slapped by at 
least three other teenage girls.

 It is believed that the assault would 
have continued if not for the brave actions 
of these two young men.

 Parents of the victim released a state-

ment on Sunday, July 5th, 2020, thanking 
the community for all of the support for 
their daughter. The full statement by Dawn 
and Joseph DellaValle is below:

“This is the most painful thing I’ve 
ever had to write. On July 1, 2020, our 
daughter, Amelia, was the victim of an 
assault in North Tonawanda. She was 
attacked and humiliated in front of a dozen 
other kids by three girls…dragged by her 
hair, punched and kicked repeatedly in the 
head as well as having urine poured on her. 

This whole time, she never once tried 
to fight. She continually tried to walk away. 
As many stood and watched, only two cou-
rageous, outstanding young men stepped 
in to help, Anthony and Simon. These boys 
did not know our daughter, they just knew 
she was in trouble, and they took action. I 
can’t think of where we might be today had 
they not stopped this heinous assault on our 
sweet child. This being said, we cannot find 
enough words to praise and thank not only 
Anthony and Simon, but their parents, for 
raising young men with such courage, love 
and just basic human decency.

 The way our community has rallied 
around Amelia; the kind words, the gifts, 
the donations, and all the assurances that 
she is not alone and is very much loved, 
has been overwhelming. All the beautiful 
words of comfort and encouragement have 
brought a smile to her face. She has loved 
reading the messages of love and kind-
ness….so again, we thank you all.

 Most of all, it is our fondest wish this 
horrible and senseless act can turn into a 
positive for others, not only in our commu-
nity, but for all these kids who suffer from 
bullying and attacks every day. Take the 
example of these young men and rise above 
the bullies. Show love and kindness, not 
hate.

We thank each and every one of our 
family and friends, for their amazing 
support and love. We thank our community 
and all the others who have rallied up to 
take a stand. Most of all, we thank Anthony 
and Simon. Without their help, I shudder to 
think of where we could be today. Amelia 
is here. Amelia is strong. Amelia is still 
smiling.

 Thank you.”

Assault Caught on Video Raises 
Concern Over Bullying in NT

Reporter Staff




