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STATE OF EMERGENCY 
Niagara County Declares State of Emergency Due to Coronavirus. 
County Legislature Shows Leadership by Protecting Residents.

SCHOOLS CLOSED 
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

Starting Tuesday, March 17th, the 
Niagara Falls City School District 
will offer lunch/breakfast to all of its 
students. Students should go to the 
school nearest to their home (does not 
need to be their school) between 11am 
and 1pm to pick up a take-home bag. 

Each bag will contain a lunch for 
that day and a breakfast for the fol-
lowing day. Bags will be handed out at 
the front/main entrance at each school.

PUBLIC HEALTH 
EMERGENCY DECLARED 

IN NIAGARA FALLS 
Niagara Falls Mayor Robert M. 

Restaino declared a public health 
emergency in Niagara Falls. As a 
result, The John Duke Center and 
LaSalle Senior Center will be closed 
until further notice. All City Youth 
Programs are cancelled until further 
notice. All City board and commission 
meetings 5pm or later are cancelled 
until further notice.



2

NIAGARA REPORTER MARCH 18, 2020 - MARCH 31, 2020

An infectious smile, a rescuer of 
small animals, he’s someone who 
lost his life while loving the same.  
That’s how two of Tommy Bur-
ket’s personal friends described the 
23-year old man to me. How could 
your heart not go out to girlfriend 
Ashlyn Allen for her loss of such a 
wonderful guy? Burket was killed 
Sunday, August 25th, 2019 in a mo-
torcycle collision on Pine Avenue 
near Packard Court – just several 
yards from where a year earlier on 
April 11th, 55-year-old Alvin King 
was the victim of a hit and run.

 However, King languished and 
died at Erie County Medical Center 
some 5 months later. His family 
still feels the sting of their loss, but 
the simple memorial to King is a 
living one that resides in the red 

rose petals of their hearts and in the 
lilies of their memories; seemingly 
nothing compared to the one that 
Ashlyn has erected in memory of 
her Tommy. While Ashlyn’s is phys-
ically larger and   more extravagant 
than  the gentle one of King’s, hers 
is one that is more likely to cause 
another family to lose a loved one 
in that very same spot as yet anoth-
er driver hurls  through a red light  
and hits an automobile – possibly 
with babies in it – as that driver is 
distracted by Burket’s behemoth of  
bereavement. 

 While any such roadside me-
morials are a distraction to drivers, 
extravagant roadside memorials are 
dangerous and they must go. How 
much worse will Ashlyn feel, and 
how little honored would the spirit 
of Tommy be, not if, but when such 
a catastrophe occurs because of it?

 The Greater Buffalo Niagara 
Regional Transportation Council’s 
management system measures 
traffic counts in Erie and Niagara 
County.  Their 2013 data shows that 
the short westbound stretch of Pine 
Avenue, where the Chevy Subur-
ban reportedly went through the 
red light at the intersection where it 
crisscrosses the eastbound lane of 
Pine Avenue, through which Burket 
was riding his motorcycle, is the 3rd 

busiest stretch of road in the city. It 
has an annual average of daily traf-
fic numbering 24,000 vehicles.

 The Niagara Expressway’s 
2011 data barely doubles that at 
56,000 vehicles; and the traffic that 
stream by TOPS International on 
Niagara Falls Blvd comes in 2nd at 
27,000 vehicles.

 But both the I-190 and the area 
at the 56th Street bridge is better 
designed and safer than the area in 
front of Packard Court. There is no-
where on those two roads that they 
cross themselves.

 As you can see, aside from the 
broadness of Niagara Falls Blvd 
and the distances between dedicated 
pedestrian crossings in the LaSalle 

section of town, there is no street 
more dangerous than the one in 
front of the Niagara Falls Housing 
Authority’s Packard Court, where 
the pedestrian King, and motorcy-
clist Burket, both lost their lives.

 Burket’s monumental and 
ever-changing memorial is more apt 
to increase the chances of another 
unfortunate death than it is to save 
even one life.

 It’s time for the city to see that 
it is properly and safely dismantled.

 Nonetheless, my heart still 
goes out to Ashlyn – all while not 
wanting her heart to be broken by, 
in essence, needlessly causing yet 
another death.

HAMILTON: Extravagant Roadside Memorials 
Are Dangerous and Must Go

Ken Hamilton
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Working in a bipartisan 
way from the beginning of the 
coronavirus threat, the Niagara 
County Legislature is doing its 
best to stay on top of the threat, 
according to Chairman Rebecca 
Wydysh (R-Lewiston), the first 
woman to hold the chairmanship 
of Niagara's legislature.

 "We are working together in 
a bipartisan way to try and keep 
our citizens informed and to stay 
ahead of it (coronavirus) as best 
we can," Wydysh told the Niaga-
ra Reporter.

There were no confirmed 
cases in Niagara County as of 
Monday but the virus has struck 
in neighboring counties, includ-
ing seven cases in Erie County.  
There are 12 people under house 
quarantine in Niagara County but 
county health officials believe it 
is just a matter of time.

Jesse Gooch (R-North 
Tonawanda) praised the collec-
tive response of Niagara County 
officials and his fellow legislators 

on both sides of the aisle, and he 
had particular praise for Public 
Health Director Daniel Stapleton 
for his work in helping to keep 
the public informed of necessary 
precautions in the face of the 
coronavirus threat.

"We've worked together 
across the board to keep citizens 
informed, and the legislature has 
moved with calm and grace to 
serve our residents," said Gooch.

"It is day to day right now," 
said Gooch, "and we'll just have 
to see what tomorrow brings."  

For Gooch and Wydysh and 
many others across Western New 
York and beyond, nobody really 
knows what tomorrow will bring 
in the face of the pandemic that 
has shut down life as we know 
it with all the cancellations and 
closings and uncertainty.   Ev-
erything has changed in the blink 
of an eye, and there is no telling 
when the threat will end and life 
will return to normal.

As part of the reponse by 
lawmakers, Chairman Wydysh 
has declared a state of emergency 

in Niagara County which gives 
officials the ability to implement 
public safety measures and to 
continue to receive state and 
federal resources should they be 
needed.

It also gives the chairman the 
ability to act quickly in response 
to any emergency that may de-
velop in the uncertain future of 
the pandemic.

"We need to make sure to 
coordinate with towns and cities 
and community organizations at 
this time," said Wydysh.  "We're 
deluged with calls and questions 
and we must all stay connected."

She added that the state has 
established a hot line for peo-
ple with questions related to the 
virus attack, and the number is 
888-364-3065.   There is also a 
24-hour Niagara County mental 
health hot line, 285-3515.

The good news in all of this, 
if there is any, is that the legis-
lature, which is controlled by 
Republicans 10 to 5, has worked 
across party lines to deal with 
the crisis and help the public in 

the face of the shutdown of their 
normal lives.

"We'll keep the public in-
formed through social media and 
the news media," said Gooch, 
and that's probably the most 
important responsibility that 
lawmakers face in this once-in-a-
lifetime crisis the likes of which 
has never been seen around here 
before 2020.

For now, no confirmed cases 
in Niagara County but Health 
Director Stapleton believes it 
is only a matter of time before 
Niagara County records its first 
case of the coronavirus.

The work for officials now 
is to continue to make their best 
efforts to stay ahead of the virus 
and to keep the public informed 
on what's going on locally and 
beyond.

As Gooch said, all hands are 
on deck in the face of the crisis 
and Niagara County officials, 
like governments near and far, 
are doing their best to confront 
the threat and get through it.  And 
they are doing it together.

Tony Farina

 Wydysh Leads Unified Response to 
Coronavirus Threat As Niagara 

Lawmakers Work Across Party Lines

Public Health Director Daniel Stapleton urged Niagara County residents to be 
vigilant and avoid unnecesary public activites. 

Niagara County Chair Becky Wydysh speaking at the emergency press conference on Sunday, March 
15th, declaring a state of emergency in Niagara County to keep residents safe. 
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WEEKLY HEADLINES
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 500 block of 6th Street in 
the late morning hours of Tuesday, March 3rd, 2020, after police 
received a call for a possible domestic. Upon arriving at the home, 
police engaged in a stand-off with the male who was not cooperating. 
Police reported minor injuries and it is unknown if charges are pend-
ing against either individual. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1000 block of Portage Road in 
the early morning hours of Thursday, March 5th, 2020, after reports 
of indecent exposure. According to police, the caller stated that a 
male in his 40's was in a parking lot exposing himself to passerby and 
urinating in a garbage can. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 600 block of 16th Street in the 
afternoon hour of Friday, March 6th, 2020, after a report of possi-
ble squatters in the home. Upon entering the home, which was later 
condemned by Niagara Falls Code Enforcement officials, police 
found four people inside; a 40-year-old woman, a 4-year-old child, 
a 45-year-old man, and a 54-year-old man. Police and other first 
responders described the home as being in a "deplorable" and un-
sanitary condition with garbage piled up throughout and no running 
water. In addition, drug paraphernalia was in plain view and acces-
sible to the child. The three adults and child were removed from the 

property and CPS was contacted. No criminal charges were filed.  
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel on 
Buffalo Avenue in the evening hours of Tuesday, March 10th, 2020, 
after reports of an armed robbery. According to police, two suspects - 
one white and one black - displayed a handgun and demanded money. 
Reports further indicated that the suspects made away in a white car. 
Police are continuing to investigate the incident. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 2700 block of Welch Avenue 
in the evening hours of Tuesday, March 10th, 2020, after reports of 
shots fired inside of a home. According to police, the man is accused 
of letting off a shot and striking a door inside of the home. However, 
there were no injuries reported. Police say that the man was arrested 
despite his claims that he "did nothing wrong." 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 1000 block of 17th Street in 
the morning hours of Friday, March 13th, 2020, after reports of a 
vehicle break-in. According to reports, a window was smashed and 
items from inside the vehicle taken. Police are continuing to investi-
gate the incident. 
-Niagara Falls State Park Police and Niagara Falls Fire were dis-
patched to the Niagara Falls State Park in the morning hours of Sun-
day, March 15th, 2020, after reports of a man on the rocks at Prospect 
Point. Police say that a man was spotted down on the rocks near the 
base of the falls. He was, however, able to climb back up without be-
ing noticed as firefighters were preparing to descend over the cliff in 
an effort to rescue the person who they believed needed rescuing. The 
man then walked over to the rescue crews pretending to be a witness 
and told Police that he saw a person down there. Unfortunately for 
him, while being questioned by Park Police an actual witness report-
ed that he was actually the person down on the rocks.  Police believe 
the man climbed over the railing and down the cliff before com-
ing back up. The suspect was arrested by Park Police and is facing 
charges. 
-Niagara Falls Police responded to the 500 block of 26th Street in 
the afternoon hours of Sunday, March 15th, 2020, after reports of a 
stabbing. According to reports, a local delivery driver was stabbed 
multiple times during an attempted robbery. The victim is currently 
receiving medical treatment and police are continuing to investigate 
the incident. 
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Highlighting Small Businesses Throughout Niagara County

Advertise your 
business in 

our
"Food at the Fold" 

section!!  
 

 Call (716) 990-3677
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Mayor Robert Restaino had a 
boat load of challenges facing him 
when he took over the reins of Ni-
agara Falls city government Jan. 1, 
and now he has perhaps the biggest 
challenge of all, keeping folks calm 
and collected in the face of the coro-
navirus attack.

"We're off to the races but we 
feel like the prey," said the mayor 
on Sunday shortly after joining just 
about every other government in the 
area in declaring a state of emergen-
cy in Niagara Falls.

But while the city and the rest of 
Western New York is pretty much 
shut down because of the corona-
virus, as of Sunday, the mayor was 
planning to go ahead with his state 
of the city address on March 31 but 
it won't be a public event.  Instead 

he will deliver it through the public 
media and social media, updating 
city residents on the city's current 
state and his plans for the future.

 "There's no question we're 
facing a public health emergency," 
said the mayor in reporting what 
his emergency declaration means 
to residents, and advising that it is 
an evolving situation and he would 
have further information in the 
future.

For now, here is what it means:
* The John Duke Center and 

the La Salle Senior Center will be 
closed until further notice, begin-
ning on Tuesday, following the 
Food Nutrition Program which did 
operate on Monday.

* All city youth programs are 
canceled until futher notice.

* All city boards and commis-

sions that meet at City Hall at 5 p. 
m. or later are canceled until further 
notice.

* City offices remain open for 
business but employees should take 
appropriate health precautions.

* The hot line number is 888-
364-3065.

There's no question the mayor 
will likely have plenty to say about 
his plans to resuscitate the city in 
his March 31 address but of course 
while there are currently no corona-
virus cases in Niagara County as of 
Monday, that could change and the 
entire picture could change depend-
ing on what happens in the next two 
weeks.  There's also deep concern 
about the economic consequenc-
es of a tourism shortage given the 
world travel bans currently in place.  
That would hit Niagara Falls right 

in the face of its tourist trade.
Currently, there is no immediate 

fix in sight but there are people at 
work to try and work to contain the 
spread of the virus and news of that 
effort is expected to be announced 
this week from a Buffalo partner-
ship formed to deal with the crisis.  

Stay tuned.

Restaino Takes Appropriate Measures to Protect Residents of Niagara 
Falls After Declaring Public Health Emergency

Tony Farina

Mayor Robert M. Restaino.
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