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New York Times picks up Reporter story on NXIVM cult woman branding

Readers of the New York Times this 
week were treated to a series of blockbuster 
articles concerning the alleged torture and 
sexual exploitation of women at the hands of 
Keith Raniere and other high ranking mem-
bers of his NXIVM cult.

The revelations will come as no sur-
prise to readers of the Niagara Falls Reporter, 

-

women to various state and local law enforce-
ment and health agencies resulted in no action 
whatsoever.

In his articles, Mr. Meier credited Niaga-
ra Falls Reporter Publisher Frank Parlato for 

a spokesman for Gov. Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced the launch of a comprehensive 

-
counts fell on deaf ears.

-

describes it as "new ethical understanding 

and have it manifest in the external world," 

Mr. Raniere, who is known within the group 
as "Vanguard," and former members have al-
leged that he had sex with members and urged 
women in the group to follow "near starvation 
diets."

the late billionaire philanthropist Edgar Bron-

cult and is reported to have considered putting 

-

the all female membership to be branded with 
a hot iron on their pubic region with the ini-
tials of Mr. Raniere, the Times stated.

-
clusive group, where Mr. Raniere is willing 
to impart both his hidden teachings and af-
ford, in some instances, personal communion 

about three hours, the women make what is 
known as "The Vow" which includes a life-
long commitment to the service of Mr. Ra-
niere.

-
al, is heated to a dull red glow and applied to 

the woman being initiated.

leaving permanent tissue scarring that forms 
-
-
-

sician, performs the branding to ensure the 

of Mr. Raniere and one his ardent followers.

The Times report describes an initiation 
process for the "secret sisterhood" within 
NXIVM that occurred this past March. Five 
women gave recruiters "collateral" including 
naked photos or compromising materials that 
would be released if the group was ever ex-
posed. Then the new members were restrained 

-

would be an honor." One woman thought she 
was getting a small tattoo upon initiation, but 

-
lateral. This collateral is said to provide as-
surances to Mr. Raniere that those who have 

will receive more fulsome instructions from 

done in the past.
One of the women who was branded, 

"force for good" that taught female members 
how to overcome "weaknesses" like being 
overemotional:

used as tools to achieve those goals, several 
women said. The sisterhood would comprise 

-
cruit six "slaves," according to two women. In 

boot camp," Ms. Edmondson said.
Ms. Edmondson and others said that 

send their master texts that read "Morning M" 

Mike Hudson

Keith Raniere, also known as "Vanguard"

The Slave Brand with initials K-R 
and A-M
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NXIVM, Bronfman & Parlato; who is the victim?

On October 17, 2017, the New York 

some of the brutal activities connected to 
-

IVM, which included branding women 
with the initials of its leader, Keith Ra-

have been abusing women and exploiting 

The release of the New York Times 

-

the branding in this newspaper and on 
his blog, the Frank Report, in June 2017.  
Mr. Parlato has been in the forefront of 
reporting on the abuses of Mr. Raniere 

-
-

dictiveness.

against its enemies from the beginning, 

-
nalists who have written negative things 

will not hesitate to go after people who 

Mr. Parlato was never a member of 

a consultant to promote NXIVM and later 
on to help rescue a failing real estate deal 
in California.  The Bronfmans later sued 
Mr. Parlato, claiming he had defraud-
ed them of $1 million.  That suit would 
generate a criminal prosecution, which is 

denies the charges.
-

he would receive 33.33% of net prof-
its generated from his management of a 

would serve as his compensation.  He 
would also receive a one million dol-
lar advance, which would be deducted 

receive.  That sum would also constitute a 
lien against his interest in a Niagara Falls 

a trial in California, Clare Bronfman was 

signature, but was unsure about the agree-
ment as it related to the million dollars.  

Mr. Parlato a million dollars in a separate 

However, in June of 2011, before a 

the “initial agreement” that she recalled 

When Clare Bronfman sued Mr. 
Parlato in New York, in April 2012, she 

Bronfmans loaned Mr. Parlato one mil-
lion dollars as a demand loan without a 
written agreement.

Yet when the federal government 
indicted Mr. Parlato, based on represen-

alleged that there was a written 2008 

dollars for his services to the Bronfmans.

twisted the circumstances to suit her own 
goals under oath, obfuscating the truth 
and allowing the government to prose-
cute Mr. Parlato under the guise that she 
was defrauded. 

into because of the 33.33% compensation 
deal in March 2011, but then relies on the 
terms of that same agreement to explain 

-
niere and Clare Bronfman, the judges of-
ten caught on to the vindictive nature of 
their litigation.

operates at the top of NXIVM.  Mr. Ra-

perpetuate this scheme on hundreds of 
people.  Now the national spotlight has 

be too late for the branded victims, hope-

in the interests of true justice.

If the whole world stands 
against you sword in hand, 

would you still dare to do what 
you think is right?

and "Night M." During drills, a master text-

-
plaints about the branding and NXIVM with 

police, and state medical regulators, the New 

action against the group. After word of the 
branding spread among NXIVM followers, 
the Times reports that "panic ensued" with 

-
sages and erase Google documents. A text 
message in the article also reveals that Ra-
niere knew women were being branded.

-
fman underwent the painful procedure that 

members of the cult.

the cult. Clare Bronfman is a member of the 
executive board of NXIVM and is vice presi-
dent in charge of operations.

In the interest of full disclosure, the 
Bronfman sisters are the star witnesses in the 
federal case against Reporter Publisher Parla-
to, who once worked for them on a real estate 

-

-
ing, opted to make the business deal a crimi-
nal matter.

How the explosive Times expose and 
-

been a bad week for Mr. Raniere, the Bron-
fman sisters and the prosecutors in the Parlato 
case.

Clare and Sara Bronfman
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As we reported, the Niagara Falls 

To the rescue comes Governor 

sponsoring a jobs fair at the Conference and 

the set of a Chuck Norris movie, Gov. 
Cuomo announced the creation of an 

adjoining counties in the extreme north of 

"This new initiative brings together 

and private sectors in order to assist 
New Yorkers in areas with the highest 

New Yorkers with job opportunities in their 
communities."

In what is a recurring theme with 

lowering taxes, streamlining regulations, 

with local business opportunities," and 
"business-driven training that will focus on 
New Yorkers who need it most, providing 

to work."

non-existent jobs.

least marketing consultants have found jobs 
under the Cuomo administration.

opportunities. Problem was, it was held 
at Mt. Olive Baptist Church in downtown 

Falls.

Then came our August article on the 

dispatched to storm the Falls, overcome 

attending, more than a thousand jobseekers 

However, WGRZ-TV, on the scene, 

hiring, or even accepting applications. 

up. Perhaps word had gotten around that 

more Cuomo-instigated public relations 
nonsense.

"October 2017 Current Job Openings" for 
the "Niagara Area," not "Niagara Falls" or 

is.
Two columns with headings 

"Vacancies" and "Companies With The 

from Architecture and Engineering to 

Mist.

in Niagara Falls, and half of those at one 

to be "Food preparation and serving 

listed jobs are in Niagara Falls!

at the Fashion Outlet mall, Olive Garden 

from downtown Niagara Falls. And some 

"Companies." Maid of the Mist has 20 
positions listed for 2018, all part-time, 
seasonal.

the most job openings for "Niagara," is 

those are scattered all over the state, from 

Dunkirk. Most are in Amherst.

month, and the residents of Niagara Falls 
will get the chance to vote for change.

Gov. Cuomo's jobs "Strikeforce" invades Niagara Falls
Declares Victory, then retreats back to Albany

James Hufnagel

GET A REAL JOB! Niagara Falls Mayor Paul Dyster explains to NYS 
Dept. of Labor Commissioner Roberta Reardon (left) why turn-out at the 
Conference Center jobs fair was less than half of that pre-registered. He 

told her, "It's the same with elections, LOL!"

One of dozens of tweets from the 
Labor Department promoting last 
week's jobs fair at the Conference 
Center spotlighted Whole Foods. 
The problem is, only one Whole 

Foods exists in all of Western New 
York. It's in Amherst and it opened 

last month.

Congratulations... You're hired! 
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Dyster's whopping tax increases to pass as 
homeowners, businesses take the fall

WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN - An old campaign ad presages the city's present 
budget predicament.

a vote was taken on a resolution to postpone 
the dates of some of the budget hearings, put 

Kristen Grandinetti, who are both running for 

process.

The Council needs four votes to override 

slim to none.

Controller Maria Brown called him out on it 

the looming crisis, Gov. Andrew Cuomo 

ameliorate the need for such a massive tax 
increase.

hearing that will allow public input, scheduled 
for November 30, and the actual vote on the 

from what it is about to do.
The result will be even more abandoned 

homes in Niagara Falls as hardworking, 

close up shop for good.

Mike Hudson

Open Letter to the Town of Lewiston from
Supervisor Steve Broderick

understood our Town faced some serious 
issues. Our bond rating had been reduced, 
increasing interest expense, our water 
infrastructure was continuing to deteriorate, 
the Town had to face reduced revenue from 
outside sources including Modern and 
CWM, and contract negotiations with our 
unions had to be re-negotiated.

These problems and others, though 

provide the ingredient that had been 

hired a Democrat! We did this in the best 

administration, was asked to remain in her 

usual"!
This has set the transparent, Open 

record, more than 90% of the votes taken 

serious people who are serving the public 
and not afraid to face our issues.

proposed no increase in 2018. Budget 

bare bones budget that preserves services 
and cuts expenses. We have renegotiated 

the union contracts for three of our unions. 

sense on both sides.

some great people in Town government. The 

Our Department heads are knowledgeable 
and cooperate with each other like never 
before. The tone at Town Hall is calm and 

past. Our Board lost the services of Beth 
Ceretto, an Independent, who is retiring. 

Councilman Al Bax is on the ballot 

is our longest sitting Councilman and an 
essential part of our team. His knowledge 

Al Bax has vision and bases his votes on 

optimistic about our future. However, new 
challenges await. The pace of development 

to manage wind power and solar power 
projects.  Financial issues will never go 

budgets must be defended and at the same 

be foremost in our minds is to protect the 

7th.

Steve Broderick
Town of Lewiston Supervisor
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-

-

Meanwhile, a series of constant rate in-
creases has contributed to a multimillion dol-

gallons of raw, untreated sewage into the Ni-

agara River, seems to have brought matters to 
a head.

Water Board member Nick Forster came 
-

bers that nothing less than a cash infusion of 
at least $120 million would stanch the bleed-
ing.

-

of this up before the crisis developed this past 
tourist season.

-

water discharges into the Niagara River."

the Water Board claims, a worker failed to fol-
low verbal instructions during the process of 

dewatering a sewage sediment basin.
The pump ran too long and caused the 

release of the discolored water, according to 
-

ronmental Conservation.

straight. An earlier statement said a worker 
left his post during the procedure to help with 
a problem elsewhere in the sewer plant.

Thousands of tourists were exposed to 

the Maid of the Mist dock in the Niagara Riv-
er Gorge below the Falls.

An aerial video of the black cloud, shot 

The DEC concluded that the Water Board 

came to Niagara Falls to announce that the 

-

have no place to put the water," said Mr. For-

the problem at $120 million.

this issue of the Niagara Falls wastewater 

continue."

More pollution of mighty Niagara River inevitable, Water Board member says 

thousands of tourists on the Maid of the Mist and surrounding parkland.  Water Board member Nick Forster and Gov. Cuomo in a 2013 photo.

Mike Hudson

An early Christmas for 300 city workers; Dyster, Grandinetti, Touma hand out raises

would be forthcoming in the wake of the 
-

Grandinetti, Andrew Touma and Charles 

a long time to get their contract settled," 

Mr. Touma also defended the raises.
"These folks work hard for a living. 

said.
Two of the deals were for members 

-
sent from the meeting, Councilman Ken 
Tompkins provided the lone voice of rea-
son. Unlike Mr. Touma and Ms. Grandi-

netti, Mr. Tompkins is a long time busi-
nessman.

things and tighten our belt."
-

$12 million in 2019.
-

around $2.8 million in additional revenue.

-
garding the practice of using casino reve-
nue to plug holes in the general fund fell 

told the Niagara Falls Reporter. "Hand-

to help re-elect Ms. Grandinetti and Mr. 

council seats.
The raises handed out this week 

amount to little more than bribes.

Mike Hudson

Two of these three City Councilmembers are up for re-election in a couple of 
weeks and the third is retiring, leaving open the possibility of a clean sweep.
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Even stinkier than the skunk invasion 
written about just weeks ago on these pages, 

in terms of the putrid, nauseating stench that 

during the summer tourist season.

-
ten Grandinetti, Andrew Touma and Charles 

Department of Environmental Conservation 

results of which were announced last week.   

near the corner of I-190 and Niagara Falls 
-

-

regulations to protect public health and the 
environment," said DEC Commissioner Ba-

odor complaints from the public that DEC has 

·         Install and operate a gas collection 

·         Initiate a pilot project for treatment 

·         Revise the Odor Management Plan 

·         Evaluate options for restricting the 
-

-

air contaminant emissions to determine what 
additional controls should be installed at the 

As is usual when he gets caught with 
-

cilmembers Touma, Grandinetti and Walker 

-

Instead, his actions and inaction have 

itself.

has never looked into accusations that Allied 
Waste has transported fracking waste over 

ban.

a long list of environmental and other suc-
cessful prosecutions against it.

-
lations and lesser amounts for crimes and 

or health violations, wage and hour violations 

-
or and his council minions choose to do busi-
ness with. Allied Waste Industries Inc. have 
been the target of federal and state investiga-
tions from New York to California.

Mike Hudson

State DEC finally cracks down on Allied Waste, worse than skunks

Located behind this Town of Niagara mall, the Allied Waste dump that permeating 
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More subsidized housing on the way;
Is it a blessing, or a curse?

vacant that private landlords are just 
giving up.

a nice piece of change in the bargain.
Rev. Darius G. Pridgen, pastor 

at True Bethel Baptist Church and 

Council, is the brains behind this 
particular, um, "development."

The plan for True Bethel 

would have one bedroom, and the rest 
two or three bedrooms.

Bethel spokesperson Janice McKinnie 

anticipates some state funding, she 
added.

The Niagara Falls Zoning Board 
of Appeals granted variances to the 

assigned to the church would be 
made available to the tenants of the 
apartments.

"We are looking to make sure 
that people in the low- to moderate-

these apartments," Ms. McKinnie 

particular population."
The church-owned True 

operates two housing projects near 

housing, as well as hundreds of 

One thing is for certain.
The time when a developer 

condominium development here, or 
even proposes to build a single home 

"I get sick of people saying, you know, well it's never been done here," 
remarked Rev. Darius Pridgen on a self-produced video promoting his 

Mike Hudson

The world is ready to give up its secrets if 
we only know how to knock, how to give it 
the necessary blow. The strength and force 
of the blow come through concentration. 
--
Swami Vivekananda
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Jingle Falls USA another accident waiting to happen for Dyster here

-

That seems to be the logic being applied 

-

failed attempts at drawing tourists to Niaga-

In a statement issued over the weekend, 

the 21 degree temperatures while trudging 
through as much as three feet of snow accu-
mulation.

"Downtown Niagara Falls is changing," 
-
-

"We can all agree, however, that more ac-
tivities and events are needed to complement 
bricks and mortar investment here," he added.

Niagara Falls hotel operators still face what 

slowest season.
He said much the same back in 2011, 

lost $1 million.
Mr. Rivers proposed to develop a Holi-

-

at best, 30 percent of the number promised in 
the contract he signed.

Niagara Falls Reporter, were outraged and 
some even called for a state investigation.

Of course, Gov. Andrew Cuomo, then in 

- thousands to downtown in Niagara Falls, 
N.Y., and to its Convention Center and Win-
ter Garden.

Both the convention center and Winter 
Garden are long gone, and so is the Festival 

Garden was demolished in 2009, while Dr. 

-
dians for use as a casino in 2002, when he was 

launched in 1981 and was named the num-

American Bus Association in 1989. In 1991 it 

setting a new attendance record far surpassing 

-

Niagara and ended at the Convention Center 

in the region.

go ice skating.
But declining attendance, increased costs 

and fewer and fewer Falls-based corporate 
sponsors doomed the festival which, unlike 

-

hundreds of volunteers.

in Niagara Falls, Ont., is thriving. Of course 
there are a lot more attractions and fun things 
to do on Clifton Hill than there are in the jum-

vendors and other "attractions."

and also bring local residents down to down-

vice president for marketing at Destination 

It is no coincidence that the most suc-
cessful winter promotion in Niagara Falls 

private entrepreneurs. At one point, the event 

whose experience in the private sector econo-

might well be amended.

-

Mike Hudson

Mayor Dyster's forlorn Holiday Market on a Saturday afternoon during the 
height of the shopping season, a big lump of coal in the city's budgetary 

stocking.

The Festival of Lights and the Wintergarden - both now only live in our 
memories.

Mayor Dyster announces the latest reincarnation of his childhood
Christmas memories.
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hired... something that human life depends 
upon like the medical profession. No... In 
fact we bring in non-English speaking, non-

standards to allow under privileged minorities 

In 1978, Judge John Curtin, Western 

hundreds of higher scoring white candidates 

police arrest/record decision, because one 

but was "convicted" of a misdemeanor! The 
judge said a misdemeanor conviction for a 

Airlines give preference to female and 

and police departments lowered all their 

and testing methods... but not the NBA or 

I wanted to be the center for the Boston 

again. Whites are smarter than Blacks.... hold 

Black people can have an all Black TV 
channel, all Black awards shows, even an all 
Black caucus in Congress... but not whites! 
That would be racist! Guess what... those 
"all Black" things are all in violation of our 

such as math, science, engineering and more 

underprivileged, former gangbanger kids, 

these kids are protesting the American Flag 

to give them the right to protest... for no 
freaking reason!

whatsoever, having been given the 

be successful!
I have not heard one of these college 

Colin Kaepernick was adopted, from 

He went to college but failed to learn how to 

kneeling!

 AFFIRMATIVE ACTION



Melson that his wife was driving him to 

because his mom makes him walk.
***

campaign contributors were sitting in the 

Ciminelli, "Does that mean I can keep the 

***

***

up, for a mere $300, the skull of Harriet 
Tubman, of Underground Railroad fame. 
He planned to bring it back to Niagara 

Underground Railroad Museum at the 
new Amtrak train station.

Harriet Tubman herself.

Harriet Tubman."

"You have it wrong," responded the 
seller, "This is the skull of Harriet Tubman 

***

A Niagara Falls woman who, with 

Falls several hundred dollars in unpaid 

down old car, was going to "get the boot."
The husband came home from work 

"Great!" said the husband, "that 

again."
***

rare occasions that Gov. Cuomo visits 
Niagara Falls, he stops in for just an hour 
or two and never spends the night here.

was deep in concentration.

Niagara Falls Jokes




