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THE TRUTH IS ALWAYS FAIR

Accardo Calls for Truth-In-Budgeting From Falls Mayor



Last week a Facebook furor erupted, fu-
eled by Niagara Falls Council Member Kristen
Grandinetti after she told local filmmaker Ken
Cosentino and everyone else reading it on
Facebook that if Cosentino, or you or me, don’t
like the way the city is run move out of town.

Cosentino’s proposed banishment by
Grandinetti, instead of getting her praise for her
clever put down remarks had the opposite ef-
fect as people commented on the idiocy of a
sitting councilwoman telling a resident that he
should move out of town if in effect he doesn’t
like the way her and her main man, Mayor Paul
Dyster, are running the city.

By that standard, by the way, about 75 per-
cent of the city will be requested to move out
of town if they don’t keep quiet.

Cosentino was not pleased of course by
the crude council woman’s stupid comments.

“Kristen Grandinetti insult(ed) the people
of Niagara Falls and told me personally that I
should move,” Cosentino told the Reporter.
“Dozens of people, many whom I don't even
know, fired back at her with their disgust in our
elected officials. She was quickly turned into a
meme, I saw at least 4 different versions circu-
lating the Internet today.”

But what provoked the lady loudmouth to
bear down on Cosentino?

It was a Facebook post written by
Cosentino. We are running it in this space in
full so that people can judge for themselves the
nature of Cosentino’s offense and whether a sit-
ting council woman no matter how obtuse
should suggest – even sarcastically – that  the
man should get out of town.

Cosentino wrote, “Currently, in my city
we are averaging a shooting every week (some-
times multiple shootings in one day). It's some-
times difficult to determine who is worse: The
underground heroin ring, criminals who think
they own the city.... OR ....crooked politicians
who have only themselves in mind, who think
they own the city. It's no big secret that NYS
reaps funds from the city of Niagara Falls while
the citizens struggle to find gainful employ-
ment, of which there is hardly any. This will
not change; the city of Niagara Falls, NY was
built on graft. It is designed this way.

“Many people ask me, daily, why do I

choose to stay here? I'll tell you why: This is
my home. My great grandparents came here
and my family has been here since. People are
ruining the city. The city itself can be torn
down, rebuilt, destroyed, neglected, resusci-
tated... what matters are the people. They are
my reason for staying here. We have good peo-
ple here. We also have a whole ton of criminals
here, who use the impoverished economy to
their advantage. Now is the time to fight. If we
don't do it now, then eventually the city of Ni-
agara Falls will be lost to these fiends, sucked
of it's life force by dishonest politicians and
gangbangers, and revitalization will be difficult
tenfold.

“So yes, I choose to live here. I choose to
work here. I choose to one day have a house
and raise a family here. I grew up here. My
memories are here. I see beauty here. We each
have to do our best to make Niagara Falls a bet-
ter place, whether it be through community
service or adding our own beauty to the city. If
you have a talent and you live here, hone your
talent. Sharpen it and put it to use. Find others
who are talented and join forces. There is
strength in numbers.

“We cannot let our city fall into darkness.
This is a special place; a sacred place. The land
that the city is built on has soaked up so much
blood, this cannot continue. We have to make
peaceful efforts. We have to support independ-
ent, local artists and business owners.

“If you are someone who is constantly
complaining about the state of the city, do
something about it. Find a solution. I challenge
you to shop at a locally owned business or eat
at a locally owned restaurant at least once a
week. Keep money circulating locally.

“The state is not going to fix the city. They
care about the park, the casino, the power plant,
and the profits.

“City hall is not going to fix the city. They
care about leaving their mark and immortaliz-
ing their own names, building statues to them-
selves, congratulating their own efforts.

“We have to fix the city. I'm staying. And
eventually, I'm buying a gun, because it's be-
coming like the wild west in Niagara Falls,
NY.”

So what was Grandinetti reaction to this
eloquent piece of very fine and sensitive writ-
ing?
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Council member Kristen
Grandinetti wants Ken
Cosentino to leave town since
he doesn't like the job she and
Mayor Paul Dyster are doing.

We asked Ken Cosentino is he cared that Kristen Grandinetti
wants him to leave town and this was his reaction.

Grandinetti Tells Falls' Residents on Facebook, 
Frank Parlato



There seems to be a difference of opin-
ion on the state of finances in the Town of
Lewiston.

Six months ago, Town of Lewiston Su-
pervisor Dennis Brochey stated that "Things
are looking pretty bright for Lewiston."

He made that comment after the abrupt
resignation of former Finance Officer Paul
Kloosterman.

He credited that success to the work that
he and Kloosterman had done on the Super-
visor’s 2015 budget.

In April when asked about the current fi-
nancial position, he told this newspaper that
"the finances here are in pretty good shape,"
referring to his work on the Lewiston budget.

He went on to say "I could leave today
and be proud of the work I did to straighten
out the budget."

Yet on July 2 Moody’s Investors Service
downgraded the Town of Lewiston’s bond
rating from an AA3 rating to an A1.

Moody’s is the major source that banks
and other investors use to determine the
creditworthiness of bonds and other securi-
ties. Their ratings effect the interest rates that
municipalities will have to pay on long term
debt and Lewiston will be reissuing $6.2 mil-
lion of long terms bonds on July the 8th.  

In their Summary Rating Rationale,
Moody’s wrote that the downgrade to A1 re-
flects the town's weakened financial position
following several years of fund balance
draws that are expected to continue through
fiscal 2015; significant reliance on econom-
ically sensitive revenues. 

Moody’s warned that the rating could
sink even lower if there were “continued
structurally unbalanced operations and re-
serve declines in fiscal 2014 and/or fiscal
2015 beyond current expectations. 

According to informed sources both of
those things will be the case for 2015.

Last year Brochey and Kloosterman

blamed former Supervisor Steve Reiter and
his all –Republican council for most of the
financial problems Lewistown was going
through.

And Moodys did downgrade Lewiston
in large part on several years of overspend-
ing. However they noted that the overspend-
ing continued in 2015.

It also placed part of the blame for the
downgrade on the 2015 budget planning as
well. 

“I warned the Council last year that this
would happen with the Moody Rating but
they didn't believe me,” Brochey said.

Yet the 2015 budget that was proposed
by Brochey wasn’t balanced. 

The Town had to take almost $370,000
out of their reserve fund to make the budget
work.

Yet, that was a vast improvement over
the 2014 budget, put together by Mike
Marra, Mike Johnson and Gary Catlin for the
Reiter administration in 2013, according to
Brochey.

Brochey says the 2014 budget needed
$840,000 out of revenue to balance.

Yet with decreasing revenues such as

Modern Disposal tipping fees there seems to
be reasonable concern that more money will
have to be taken out of the Town’s reserve
accounts for budget 2016.

The 2015 proposed budget – which was
approved by the Republican town council -
allocated hundreds of thousands of taxpayer
dollars to various events and organizations.

The chamber of commerce actually re-
ceived an increase from $50,000 to $55,000
for 2015 and promptly gave their director a
$5,000 raise.

Brochey said the council, not he, raised
the Chamber gift.

“I tried to cut the Chamber’s yearly
funding from $55,000 to $50,000. The Town
Board rejected that and you can check the
minutes, it was a 4 to 1 vote with me casting
the lone ‘nay’”

Still Brochey and Kloosterman’s 2015
budget drew from the town’s reserves, was
reliant on economically sensitive revenues,
and was structurally unbalanced.

Just like the budgets before them.
All of which were part of the recipe for

the fiscal woes described by Moody’s that
led to Lewiston being downgraded to an A1
and perhaps in the near future even lower.  

On the other hand Brochey did make
cuts.

He led the town to cut Art Park’s
$100,000 plus concert party-hardy subsidy
paid by Lewiston.

He had a meeting with Mark Thomas
from the N.Y.S. Parks about getting out of
Joe Davis State Park.

“He understood our finances and all he
asked for was a 30 day notice,” Brochey
said. “Board members said ‘No’ and that
they had too much invested to get out. I tried
three times to remove the position of Internal
Claims Auditor. (I had no work for him to
do). I tried to get $13,500 from George Os-
borne for our Police budget. Winkley, Bax

and Conrad shrugged  it all off.
“Back in 2014, if they had listened to

me that $840,000 would have been $440,000
instead. Funny that it took them all one full
year to realize that I was correct as shown
this year where we stopped giving Artpark
money, we are getting out of Joe Davis and
removed the Claims Auditor position. The
fruits of my labor and ideas will be found
next year at this time and the following year
after that,” Brochey said.

Brochey also cited other savings.
“Tim Master, Linda Johnson and I met

with the Bridge Commission; we got an
extra $50,000 coming in this year. Donna
Garfinkle and Darlene Norwich came to my
office with an idea to consolidate the Clerk
Dept. with the Tax Receiver. We talked great
lengths on this and ironed out how to get this
accomplished. Lisa Rizzo retired from the
Police Dept. I came up with the idea of mov-
ing our Junior Accountant over there. Three
positions were not filled saving us close to
$160,000 with benefits.”

Finally Brochey says that any capital
projects that he has talked about were not
with the use of taxpayer money but with ei-
ther Greenway funds or NYPA Hydropower
allotment funds.

“If you add up what Kloosterman and
now our new Finance Director Martha
Blazek have been working on, it adds up to
almost $600,000 better than the 2014 budget.
No, by no means are we out of the woods yet
but Marti and I and the people I work with
directly at Town Hall are not finished yet and
we are working for a stable budget by the
end of 2016.”

She lashed back at him, posting on Face-
book, “How about the time we tried to help you
Ken and we didn't do it the way you wanted to
so you turn tail and ran and then badmouthed
us all over town everybody's got their own per-
spective myself personally I love the city the
people in it and all it has to offer.”

Then she posted “If you don’t like where
you are, MOVE, You are not a tree.”

The beginning of the Grandinetti post re-
quires some explanation.

Grandinetti was referring with her “we
tried to help you” Ken Cosentino to the time
when Mayor Dyster, trying to help his own re-
election campaign in 2011 chased the film-
maker Cosentino and begged him to accept
$10,000 in taxpayer money to assist Cosentino
and his partner complete the low budget but
critically acclaimed horror comedy action film
noir “Crimson.”

Dyster knew that the more than 100 locals
Cosentino had put to work on the film would
translate into votes. And he encouraged
Cosentino to talk up Dyster’s big helping hand
with the press.

Cosentino accepted – a mistake - he later
told the Reporter – because he came to learn
that the best art is made without taxpayer sub-
sidies but through the honest exertions of the
artist.

But it didn’t really matter anyway since
Dyster – after reaping headlines in the local
media as a notable patron of the local movie in-
dustry - quickly and quietly changed the terms
of the deal from a $10,000 grant into a $6,500
loan.

Cosentino exposed Dyster’s motives and
how the beggarly mayor chased him and not
vice versa to hand out the money and get good
press.

So Grandinetti had a reason to want
Cosentino out of town anyway. His letter just
made him that much more undesirable to share
the city she and her mayor so lovingly and ef-
fectively rule.

But the real issue that sparked the hot de-
bate which was you’re not a tree so move com-
ment.

As people condemned her comments,
Grandinetti kept it going.

“You people break my heart you are so re-
moved from your community and reality it's a
shame.”

Cosentino fired back, 'You people' are the
taxpaying citizens of Niagara Falls, NY. We
live here, just like you, and we have a right to
voice our opinion and disdain for the condition
of our city. And instead of retaliating with in-
sults, Kristen, you as an elected city official
should listen to our words.”

Grandinetti wasn’t about to give up: “Did-
n’t someone get a grant from this terrible little
city to pursue your dreams”?

John Walter Henry chimed in at this point:
“I’m glad we have such awful inconsiderate
people looking out for us. Move. What a lazy
response. Do your job or gtfo.”

Ken Badger wrote, “Ken Cosentino I ap-
plaud you for staying and committing to find-
ing solutions. It’s one thing to criticize, but to
coming with solutions as well is what a lot of
us forget to do. Your opinion of our city is not
just yours, you are the one of the ones brave
enough to say it out loud and take whatever re-
sponse comes with that. And you're built for
that and some! Appreciate you bro!”

Sam Archie wrote “The sad part of this
thread is the attitude of an elected official
Grandinetti. Instead of acknowledging your
concern and well written post She insults you
Ken Cosentino. Don't feel bad you’re in good
company I once stated how a certain area was
in bad shape she said on Face Book I should
leave town. Real class act from our council per-
son.”

Cosentino wrote, “Her comments only
prove my point Sam Archie.”

Tina Cosentino Flynn wrote, “Well said
Sam Archie. And she just continues to keep
going on about how it’s our fault the city is in

the shape it is. Us taxpayers did not cause this
and we should not have to move just because
the elected officials in the last eight years
caused the quality of life here to go down.
Maybe they need to be reminded who put them
in office and who can be happy to take them
out when their time is up.”

Joshua Allen Hibbard wrote, “Ken, this is
one of the most beautifully written and point
blank honest takes I've seen on the falls in a
Long time.”

But don’t tell that to Councilwoman
Grandinetti, she might ask you to leave town.
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Dennis Brochey fights back.

If You Don't Like it Here "Move, You Are Not a Tree" 

Blame Game Over Moody Downgrade Rising

Is government 
supposed to entertain the

governed?



You gotta love Charley Walker.
He doesn’t file his campaign disclosure

forms for more than a dozen years.
He doesn’t pay his property taxes in the

city where he sits as council member for five
years.

He doesn’t pay back his loan he bor-
rowed from his union brothers.

And nobody calls him to account.
After the Niagara Falls Reporter broke

the story that Walker was years behind on his
city, school and county property taxes on his
home on 16th St, a figure that amounted to
about $12,000 he told the Niagara Gazette
that he made arrangements to pay it off and
that he only “owes about $4,000 on the prop-
erty tax bill.”

Frankly this is not likely to be true.
It might be true that he only owes

$4,000 on the city portion of his property
taxes. But he perhaps forgot to mention that
he owes about $4,000 on school taxes and
another $2000 in county taxes.

But Charley says it is only $4,000.
Ok.
Charley also does not bother to file the

legally required campaign disclosure reports
with the New York State Board of Elections.  

He is the only elected official in Niagara
Falls who has failed to do this and he is the
longest serving councilmember in Niagara
Falls.

It’s not like he is a rookie,
Walker is now in his six term.
Yet he has not filed for decades.
By failing to file disclosure forms,

Walker is in violation of New York State lec-
tion law14-126 (1): "Any candidate who
willfully and knowingly fails to file required
forms can be fined $1000 per failure." In ad-
dition (EL 14-126(4) provides that a candi-
date can be charged with a misdemeanor."

But when the Buffalo News asked
Walker - on Oct 30, 2013 -  - just before
Walker's last election - why he was the only
council candidate not to file disclosure re-
ports during the 2013 campaign season,
Walker said he would "check with the two
people helping to manage his campaign
about the unfilled paperwork."

On July 29, 2014, the Gazette wrote,
"Walker acknowledged that his filings were
not up to date when reached by phone ….
and said he is working on getting the matter
resolved. 'I have to sit down this week or
next week to get that figured out'."

Walker then blamed the non-filing on
his "campaign treasurer", who he named as
Isaac Williams, saying in effect that Williams

didn't know how to use the computer to file.
The Reporter, in an Aug. 3 2014 article,

revealed that Walker's alleged campaign
treasurer, Williams, denied any connection
to the councilman's filing difficulties or to
Walker's campaign account.

What’s more Williams said he had never
been asked to file Walker’s disclosures and
that he not only knows how to use a com-
puter, but he is an IT specialist for Unifrax
and teaches computer courses.

With constant prodding by the media
Walker finally got around to filing a single
year of campaign disclosures with the state.

He has 18 more years to go.
In addition to Walker not paying prop-

erty taxes, a lien was taken on Walker's home
because the law firm of Bulan, Chiari, Hor-
witz and Ilecki had to sue him after he failed
to pay a loan he had gotten from his dues-
paying union brothers at UAW Local 55 Fed-
eral Credit Union in the amount of
$5,805.11.

Meantime Walker has  voted for five tax
increases during the time he has not paid
city, school and county taxes on his home on
16th Street. 

In the final analysis, you gotta wonder
about Charley Walker.

There is not another elected official - no
one - who could get away with this.

Suppose it was Glenn Choolokian, or
Mayor Dyster or Andy Touma.

Wouldn't there be a howl, a hue and cry?
Why is Walker entitled to a double stan-

dard?
Lovability I guess.
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Charles Walker a lovable dead-
beat?

Walker Forgot a Few Details in Recent Interview
About His Unpaid Property Taxes 

Frank Parlato



Moody's Investors Service has down-
graded to A1 from Aa3 on the town of
Lewiston's, (NY) outstanding general obli-
gation limited tax bonds, affecting approxi-
mately $14.8 million of outstanding debt.

“The outlook is negative,” Moody wrote
in a recent report.

Concurrently, Moody's has assigned an
A1 rating to the town's $6.195 million Public
Improvement Refunding (Serial) Bonds,
2015.

“The downgrade to A1 reflects the
town's weakened financial position follow-
ing several years of fund balance draws that
are expected to continue through fiscal 2015;

significant reliance on economically sensi-
tive revenues; moderately-sized tax base;
manageable debt and moderate pension bur-
den.”

Town formerly had an AA3 which is a
single notch above A1.

A1 is highest level within its grouping
and the next level up is the AA3.

The town of Lewiston has a population
of 16,262. The Town provides police protec-
tion, street maintenance, parks and recre-
ation, water, sewer and general government
support.

For the 2014 fiscal year, budgeted ap-
propriations totaled approximately $17.4

million. Expenditures are funded primarily
by property taxes, sales tax, State aid and
user fees.

The bonds are secured by the town's
general obligation pledge as limited by the
Property Tax Cap-Legislation of the Laws of
the State of New York, 2011.

The purpose of the Moody rating is to
help investors decide if they want to lend the
improvident people of Lewiston who con-
tinue to elect politicians who spend more
money than they take in on a raft of things
and hence must borrow and be in debt.

The town is in debt.
And the whole purpose of the Moody

rating is that the town wants to borrow and
offer new bonds to pay off old bonds going
back to 2006 and 2008 at hopefully a lower
interest rate.

The town officials think the anticipated
savings will be approximately $316,000 or
5.6% over the life of the bonds.

Many investors rely on Moody credit
ratings to decide whether to lend and at what
rate of interest they will lend at; the higher
the credit rating the lower the interest rates
is a general rule of thumb.
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Moody's Downgrades Lewiston, 
NY's GOLT to A1; Outlook Negative

Sweet of Brooke to be Dyster’s Campaign Photographer
Last Friday (July3) afternoon, Mayor

Paul Dyster briefly attended an anti- bully-
ing fund raiser at the Wal-Mart store on
Military Road held by the Niagara Christian
Basketball Program.

From the photographs, it appeared that
only a handful of people attended, most of
them running for election.

As worthy as the aspirations of the
Basketball Program is, Dyster’s aspirations
were every bit as worthy.

He utilized it as a photo-op, and, re-
markably, with him was Brooke D’Angelo,
one of Dyster’s recent city hires, who has
had considerable experience as a photogra-
pher, and radio voice talent for political
campaigns.

She was there to take pictures of Dyster
and is now presumably his campaign pho-
tographer.

Her pictures soon appeared on Face-
book supporting the mayor.

Dyster, of course, got what he came for
– mention in the Niagara Gazette – and a
photograph in the newspaper – with him

wearing an anti – bullying tee shirt - as an
attendee for the event, and a great supporter
of the cause.

He left shortly after the media left.
While D’Angelo was exempted from

taking a civil service test for her position as
head of the enforcement team for Dyster’s
new and disastrous trash plan, a job that
consists of her collecting complaints from
day till night from the people of Niagara
Falls, she is now showing Niagara Falls
voters why she was hired.

While the city of Niagara Falls has not
had an engineer in more than two years, and
City Planner Tom DeSantis is currently act-
ing economic development director, Dyster
hired D’Angelo and a raft of other new em-
ployees just before he imposed a spending
and hiring freeze.

Ironically, all of the new hires had pre-
vious experience working on campaigns.

But then again this is what Dyster
needed going into the 2015 election, a
salaried staff of campaign veterans.

The only problem is that city taxpayers

will be bearing the expense.
In addition to the multi-talented D’An-

gelo, Dyster hired political strategist Nick
Melson for his new secretary after moving
his old one, Bridgette Myles over to the
council as their new secretary.

Then he moved Ryan Undercoffer, the
old council secretary over to Community
Development.

Undercoffer was vice chair of the city's
Democratic Committee and vice chair for
county Democrats.

He also hired seasoned campaigner and
political strategist Johnny Destino, for a
purchasing agent job that had been vacant
for years.

And then there is D’Angelo taking pic-
tures and more.

As we have said in the past few weeks,
the mayor has spared the taxpayer no ex-
pense in assembling a first rate political
team.

Dyster appears with two other can-
didates running for office, County
Legislator Owen Steed and County
Clerk Candidate  Jamie Moxham.

Brooke D'Angelo hired to enforce the mayor's  nasty trash collection pro-
gram, is doubling as the mayor's photographer. Here she is photograph-
ing the mayor at the anti-bullying rally.



Of course this is not the first time Kris-
ten Grandinetti created a controversy over
her Facebook postings.

Several months ago she posted a video
of six year old girls repeatedly saying the
word “F*#k” purportedly to make some kind
of feminist statement but in actuality to sell
tee shirts.

The bizarre video of little girls saying
that harshly vulgar word a dozen times or
more amounted to a sickening spectacle for
adults who watched it. And for the little girls
who were coached to say the word by adults
it was a form of child abuse.

Grandinetti and the school district
where she teaches – the Niagara Falls School
District got ample complaints from parents
over that since Grandinetti is a teacher of
children just that age at the Henry Abate El-
ementary School.

Recently Grandinetti posted on Face-
book that, because the Niagara Falls School
District, her employer,  won’t teach the sex
education program that Planned Parenthood
is paid to teach in some schools – with its
heavy emphasis on condoms, birth control
and abortion instead of abstention –
Grandinetti declared the school district  was
“borderline criminal.”

This too got a host of complaints and the
rebuttal that the School District teaches New
York State approved sex ed classes with cer-
tified instructors.

Grandinetti failed to mention in her post
that she is a member of Planned Parent-
hood’s local chapter and has served on its

board.
But conflicts are not alien to her.
While she recused herself from voting

last month on a controversial City funding of
a School District Summer Camp by virtue of
her working for the school district, in the
past she has voted for School District initia-
tives that might have  impacted her job like
when she voted against the city supporting
any charter schools in the city.

She claimed she did not have to recuse
herself since even though admittedly she
might lose her job if the Charter School was
opened in the city, she said she had another
career she could get into if she lost her job.

So she voted on a measure for the city
that protected her job at the school district.

But last month, Grandinetti recused her-
self from voting for the summer camp
mainly because, as she said, she was angry
that the School District, facing dwindling en-
rollment from a shrinking city, let a number
of jobs go unfilled when  teachers retired.

She supported the union position of
keeping teaching positions at the same levels
they were during larger school populations.

In short her recusal was not a principled
stand to abstain from voting because of a
conflict of interest but an attempt to get even
with the same administrators who chastised
her for her Facebook posts and wouldn’t hire
her friends at Planned Parenthood to teach
their version of sex ed to children.

In fact, you could argue that her abstain-
ing was a conflict of interest since she
wanted to get in good with the union and

stick it to the school administration.
And speaking of recusals, Grandinetti

actually voted for herself being named as a
Wedding Officiant for the city of Niagara
Falls, a text book case of where someone
should recuse herself but doesn’t.

The extra money she gets runs in the
thousands for her voting to name herself as
legally able to marry people, just like the
mayor, on behalf of the City of Niagara
Falls.

And then there was her classic accepting
of the family plan health insurance opt out
from the city – some $9700 per year – when
she is single and was only entitled to $3700.

She had to pay it back. And claimed she

did not know the difference – despite it being
more than $6000 more per year than she was
entitled to.

But then again she hardly knows much
about the city. She merely votes yes for
every Dyster resolution.

In fact she admitted that she was con-
fused by the Dyster parking plan but voted
for it anyway prompting people to dub the
dumb bunny as Kristen Pelosi in honor of
Former Speaker of the House of Represen-
tative Nancy Pelosi who famously was
quoted as saying to her colleagues “we have
to pass the bill so that you can find out what
is in it.”   

On Tuesday, July 30 at 10:09 pm we re-
ceived the following disturbing text message
(edited for clarity):

"Within the past 15 minutes of 9:30 pm,
the Nick Wallenda monument was destroyed
on Goat Island. Plaque gone and boulder
shattered in pieces... Too dark for picture...
Parks Police on scene. No clue what hap-
pened. My anonymous tip for you."

A few minutes later, the same individual
sent a second text:

"I walked by to go to Three Sisters and
then about 15-20 (minutes later) on my re-
turn walk to the Horseshoe Falls, it was a
disaster. There were Parks Police and several
Parks workers. I have no clue what hap-
pened."

"When I walked by, the workers had the
expression on their faces of something that
went terribly wrong..."

"One cop said ‘oh, shit!’"
The Wallenda had consisted of a boulder

from the Niagara River Gorge, which was af-
fixed to a commemorative plaque, as well as
a section of the actual wire Wallenda tra-
versed during his historic walk across the Ni-
agara Falls gorge.

The Reporter visited the scene the next
morning and found the monument in ruins
and the plaque missing. 

We questioned two State Parks workers
who were trimming the grass in the immedi-
ate vicinity, one of whom nervously re-
sponded, "Oh, they're moving it to a new
location (in the park)."

Which made the Reporter curious.
Why would State Parks workers demol-

ish a memorial to the world-famous Wal-
lenda walk under cover of darkness, and
apparently the night before, with State Parks
police officers supervising?

State Parks Spokeswoman Angela P.
Berti told the Niagara Gazette that the mon-
ument “was not vandalized but rather is sit-
uated in the construction area so it was
advised that it be moved in order to protect
it from damage during construction,"

Terrapin point, where the monument
was located, is about to undergo a construc-
tion job which includes landscaping, rails,
pavers and lighting for $3.83 million.

This, too, made us curious.
If the job is like others done recently in

the park, the bulk of the money will be going
into purchasing pavers that the Albany based
parks have directed to be purchased at a par-
ticular quarry at a price far more expensive
than what similar or better stone could be
bought for elsewhere.

This newspaper had previously reported
that contractors were, by the nature of the
RFP, essentially directed to buy granite from
Champlain Stone, an Albany area company
with quarries in the Adirondacks.
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July, 2014: Nik Wallenda admires lasting tribute to his amazing Ni-
agara Falls high-wire feat, which, as it turned out, didn't last very
long at all.

James Hufnagel and
Frank Parlato

Poor Planning or Vandalism at Root of Destruction of
Wallenda Monument at State Park?

Grandinetti is a Barrel of Conflicts



The actual granite requirement was
mandated by the LA Group of Albany, a con-
sultant/landscape architect for State Parks. 

We also reported that the team of Al-
bany-based State park officials overseeing
the work at Niagara Falls State Parks was
headed by State Parks employee Stephen
McCorkell and from the private sector, his
wife, Lisa L. Tonneson-McCorkell, RLA,
who is an executive of the LA Group, whose
company designed the granite-friendly spec-
ifications.

Champlain Stone charged state parks
contractors around $60 per square foot, far
above the normal market price for pavers of
$20 per square foot. 

We found it strange that the Wallenda
monument had to removed/destroyed just in

time for what is likely to be another expen-
sive pavers job.

Berti explained to the Niagara Gazette
that that the monument – which actually was
for the most part a boulder from the river
gorge - developed structural weaknesses
over the harsh winter and that would have
jeopardized the plaque and section of Wal-
lenda's walking cable if it were moved intact.

“The plaque and artifact have been re-
moved and brought to an offsite location,
while the monument is cleaved by an undis-
closed restorative contractor,” The Gazette
reported, based on Berti’s comments.

Berti said the monument will be re-
placed in approximately the same location
once construction ends after the multi-mil-
lion dollars in pavers and etc. is installed at

Terrapin Point.
The April, 2012 release of the Niagara

Falls State Park Landscape Improvements
Plan preceded the July, 2014 dedication of
the memorial to Wallenda's walk by over two
years.

In July, 2015, State Parks is telling us
the memorial had to be destroyed to make
way for construction that had been planned
two years previous to the installation of the
memorial.

Now an entirely new memorial is to be
created.

We called the Niagara Falls State Park
visitor's line requesting comment. The phone
rang for 13 minutes before we were trans-
ferred to Mary Kay Dugan, who administers
the Discovery Pass program which, for a flat,
discounted rate, affords access to Niagara
Falls State Park attractions including Cave
of the Winds, Maid of the Mist, the Niagara
Scenic Trolley, the Aquarium and the Niag-
ara Adventure Center, thereby helping to en-
sure that the eight million tourists who visit
Niagara Falls every year spend most of their
money in the park instead of the City of Ni-
agara Falls.

When asked what had happened to the
Wallenda Monument, Ms. Dugan replied
that it was being "fixed". However, when
asked what was wrong with it in the first
place such that it needed to be "fixed", she
couldn't say. An offer from Ms. Dugan to call
back after finding out more information did-
n't materialize.

Either an act of criminal mischief, dis-
respecting the legacy of the Wallenda walk
and costing taxpayers a small fortune, or
poor planning by New York State Parks in
siting the monument in an area slated for
construction, also costing taxpayers a small
fortune, took place in the Niagara Falls State
Park last week.

We may never know which is the case,
at least until the valuable and historic plaque
resurfaces, either in the park or on Ebay.

And, when the monument returns, we
imagine, it may either be with the original
boulder or, perhaps better still, on Champlain
Stone granite, costing for a solid piece large
enough for such a monument, a handsome

state parks style price of perhaps $100,000. 
Lastly, we will admit to being mildly

puzzled by the concept that a river gorge
boulder that most likely survived the Wis-
consin glacial retreat some 20,000 years ago
would have had trouble staying intact be-
cause of a harsh winter.
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State Parks encouraged tourists to pose on a section of steel cable
mounted on top of the monument. As part of their story, State Parks
now expresses a new-found concern that "harsh winters" may have
"jeopardized" the integrity of the bolts anchoring the cable to the
boulder.

The pulverized monument as we snapped a picture of it the morn-
ing after.

Was Expensive Albany Pavers Part of the Problem?

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A
DOMESTICLIMITED LIABILITY

COMPANY

The name of the limited liability com-
pany is 777 Holdings LLC with an of-
fice to be located in Niagara County.
The Secretary of State is designated
as agent for the LLC upon whom
process against it maybe served.
The address within or without this
state to which the Secretary of State
shall mail a copy of any process
against the LLC served upon him or
her is: David G Boniello, 1406 Hyde
Park Blvd., Niagara Falls, NY 14305.
The purpose is to engage in any
lawful business practice. The LLC is
to be managed by one or more
members.

6/30/15, 7/7/15, 7/14/15, 7/21/15,
7/28/15, 8/4/15

If the whole world stands
against you sword in hand,
would you still dare to do
what you think is right?



Gerald Skrlin, renowned local cartoonist
and frequent contributor to the Reporter, is
not backing down over a sign he recently
hung on the front of his Niagara Falls home
at Buffalo Avenue.

In what is more a sign of the desperate
times of the Dyster administration rather
than a sign that's violating any city law, the
city police were sent to the cartoonist's home
no less than four times last week in order to
address complaints someone had filed on
Skrlin and his sign.

We have no doubt that the police would
rather be fighting crime on the city's rough
streets instead of being used as Dyster's pri-
vate police force ordered out to harass an
"enemy of city hall."

The sign (actually it's more of a cartoon
than a conventional sign, but whether it's
sign or cartoon it's undoubtedly protected
free speech) addresses the troubling issues of
financial mismanagement as shockingly re-
vealed by a squad of state auditors working
out of Buffalo under the direction of the New
York State Comptroller in 2012.

That state audit was conducted inside

city hall for most of 2012 with the audit re-
sults being announced in May 2013. While
that disturbing, scathing audit of city fi-
nances sank like a stone in the local media
the mismanagement catalogued in the audit
remains no less disturbing to this day, and
that is where Skrlin's sign enters the picture.

What the sign addresses in particular are
the shocking facts found on page 12 of the
state audit.

On page 12 it was revealed that the city
controller, Maria Brown, had not returned
unused funds from special projects to their
proper budget lines upon respective individ-
ual project completion.  The money instead
was placed elsewhere in the budget where
they remained out of reach, and unknown,
for the mayor and council.

Exactly where the moneys were se-
creted inside the budget was never revealed
by the state Comptroller and so it remains a
mystery as how this could have actually oc-
curred.

What was mentioned is that while mil-
lions of such secreted dollars were discov-
ered inside the budget and then returned to
their proper place, the state auditors, at the
close of the audit, estimated that $1 to $1.4
million dollars - conservatively estimated as
to amount - remained unaccounted for. That
means that more than a half dozen state au-
ditors working daily for several months were
unable to locate those taxpayer dollars.

Skrlin's sign/banner/cartoon poses the
question: Where is the unaccounted for
money?

And for asking this question he is being
harassed by Dyster's city hall... harassed for
asking the very same question that was first
raised by the Comptroller of New York State
more than two years ago: Why was money
misdirected within the budget and where are
the unaccounted for funds? 

Just as a shark must always be moving
forward in order to remain alive so too must
the artist forever go forward in the search of
new and unexplored artistic realms in which
to express their genius. And such is the case
with political cartoon genius Gerald Skrlin
as he stretches his proverbial wings to ex-
pand his world view from pencil on paper to
paint on vinyl. His most recent endeavor lit-
erally brings his work home as he has dis-
played - as both public art and political
commentary - a banner/cartoon above the
front door of his own humble abode on Buf-
falo Avenue in the city. The sign essentially
seeks an answer to the question raised by the
New York State Comptroller's audit of

Mayor Dyster's city hall: Where is the unac-
counted for taxpayer cash that was reported
as lost in the May 2013 state audit? While the
Reporter has raised this very same question
a number of times in articles it is Skrlin who
turns the question into both an artwork and
political commentary that literally cries out
to the heavens for an answer. Will the ques-
tion be satisfied by Mayor Dyster and his
controller? We doubt it. But in the world of
art it's not the reception that the art receives
that determines its worth, the value of the art
is determined by its mere existence.

Franklin Justice Pierce, Jr.
Art Critic
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Gerald Skrlin's home has a sign/artwork that some might object to
and others might seek answers to.  

Is Skrlin's Canvas a
Sign or Master Artwork

Skrlin Hoists Sign Focused on "Missing Money"
Mentioned in City Audit by State Comptroller

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF A
DOMESTICLIMITED LIABILITY

COMPANY

ATTIVO LLC has been formed as a
limited liability company (LLC),
withan  office  located  in  Wheat-
field,  Niagara  County  by  filing  Ar-
ticles  ofOrganization with the New
York Secretary of State (NYSS) on
June 16, 2015.NYSS is designated
as agent for the LLC upon whom
process against it maybe served.
NYSS will mail a copy of any
process against it served upon himor
her ATTIVO LLC, 3877 Loveland
Road, Wheatfield, NY 14120. The
purposeis to engage in any lawful
business practice.

6/23/15, 6/30/15, 7/7/15, 7/14/15,
7/21/15, 7/28/15

State  Audit Pg 12
Begs Gigantic
Questions That
Should be 
Answered

This is the language found on page
12 of the OFFICE OF THE NEW
YORK STATE COMPTROLLER's  Re-
port of Examination for the City of Ni-
agara Falls on Financial Management
and Information Technology for the pe-
riod of January 1, 2009 — January 9,
2013:

The Controller has accounted for a
substantial amount of unassigned fund
balance in the capital projects fund. As
of December 31, 2012, the balance of
these funds was $7.1 million, of which
$2.9 million will be transferred to the
general fund in 2013. The Controller in-
dicated that this represents moneys re-
maining from completed capital projects
where the related debt is retired. The
Controller also stated that she was aware
that these moneys should be returned to
the general fund as unassigned, but was
reluctant to do so, expecting that City of-
ficials would use these moneys in their
entirety to reduce the tax levy or increase
appropriations. Beyond the amount re-
ported as unassigned fund balance in the
capital projects fund, additional funds
may remain in other projects which
should also be returned to the general
fund. As of the end of our fieldwork,
City officials were unable to demon-
strate, and we were unable to definitively
establish, the total amount of these other
moneys. However, based on our review
of the records, we conservatively esti-
mate that the amount could range from
$1 million to $1.4 million.



The Niagara Falls Reporter phoned first
and then sent by email a series of questions
about various topics a council member
would have to be familiar with and be able
to voter intelligently on and sought their
views.

Scott declined to address the issues.
Smith, however, had no difficulty an-

swering them. He wrote back to us in about
an hour.

Here is what Council Candidate Rick
Smith wrote in response to our questions:  

Niagara Falls Reporter: Please say
something about the budget.

Rick Smith: First, let me say that these
are only my opinions. The budget needs to
have all five council people working on it to-
gether with the mayor.

As I see it now, I can't make any good,
positive statement about the current process.

NFR: The city debt?
Smith: I read the 2009-2013 audit from

State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli. Being
$12.5 million in debt and not fixing some, or
all, of it when we got the $89 million in
casino back payments money was not right.

To use one time revenues and general
fund money to close the gap didn't work. It

only made the deficit $7.2 million. It was bad
financial judgment.

NFR: How about the courthouse ex-
penses?

Smith: The courthouse was inflated
from the start. It was only supposed to be a
courthouse, not the police station too. I don't
know if there is a fix outside of refinancing
the debt.

NFR: The train station?
Smith: My understanding with the train

station was that we, the taxpayers, were only
supposed to pay $3 million.  The rest was
state and federal grant money. But the price
went up.

There are too many change orders on all
the projects.  

RFP's should include everything right
from the start. People doing business know
they will find other problems and they
should be included in the initial contract.

NFR: What will you do to address the
escalating cost of public safety?

Smith: Cost of public safety is going up.
A lot of it is from contracts and health insur-
ance costs. Slow the process to get costs
down.

Determining what exactly we can use
casino money for would be a start.

Niagara County got casino money and
gave it to the municipalities and they can use

it for everything they want. We should be
able to do the same.

NFR: What you think about the
$100,000 city hall salaries? Will you vote
against stipends given to city hall employ-
ees?

Smith: I feel we need full time depart-
ment heads. Temporary upgrades and
stipends don't help the city or the depart-
ments. Without permanent dept. heads, we
spend more on outside contractors. Doesn't
make sense.

NFR: How would you have handled the
frozen water pipes situation?

Smith:  As for the 72nd street frozen
water pipes, I would have told the contractor
to go ahead and do the work. Fix the problem
right and worry about the cost after. The peo-
ple of the city come first.

NFR: Where will the money come from
to fix potholes, sidewalks and trees stumps
that people complain about?

Smith: Money is budgeted for side-
walks, streets, and potholes every year.
Maybe we should pave less streets and have
better quality of work done when we pave
streets.

NFR: Other comments
Smith: As the Chairman of the Planning

Board, I oversaw a lot of plans which

brought investment to our city. However,
many of these were developed with IDA
loans and PILOTs which meant the city gets
no tax revenue for 10 years.

Unfortunately, the Council doesn't see
most of the plans that are approved.

The Hamister project and the Rainbow
Center went to the IDA because of NY State
involvement with grants.

Still, I have high hopes for our commu-
nity. I got involved about 20 years ago be-
cause I thought I could make a difference.
I’m still trying.

Working with the council and the
mayor, along with department heads, I feel
we can turn it around. 

It took 50 years to get where we are
today. Turn around won't be tomorrow.

But I will always put the people of this
fine city above all else.

And I will research everything that
comes before me and make the best deci-
sions for the people of Niagara Falls.

For more info visit http://www.rick-
smith4nfcouncil.com
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This is a copy of the front of
Rick Smith's campaign flier.

Rick Smith (left) at an event.
Seen at right is former Village
of Lewiston Mayor Richard
Soluri.

Frank Parlato

Council Candidate Smith Will Answer Tough Questions

“Such was the will of the Father that his
Son, blessed and glorious, whom he gave to
us, and who was born for us, should by his
own blood, sacrifice, and oblation, offer
himself on the altar of the cross, not for

himself, by whom "all things were made,"
but for our sins, leaving us an example that

we should follow his steps.”
St Francis of Assisi



Early Saturday morning, shortly after
midnight, Niagara Falls Mayor Paul Dyster
played giddily on Facebook.

He seemingly wasn’t concerned about
the possibility that a serial killer may have
already turned the city into a personal hunt-
ing ground, the looming financial crises he
engineered that has already taken a toll of the
city’s bond rating or whether or not some
LaSalle residents would be forced to go
without running water this winter for the
third year running, he had bigger fish to fry.

Sounding almost intoxicated with ex-
citement at the prospect, Dyster reached
deeply into his rhetorical vault to pen an ode
to accompany a photograph of a couple of
guys from the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers Local 237, who were
busy at his new Whirlpool Street train sta-
tion.

“IBEW 237 kickin' a** to get Niagara
Falls International Railway Station & Inter-
modal Transportation Center done on-time
and on budget,” he wrote. “That's what this
union thing is all about, don't ya know. Russ
Q, doin' it all for you. Get well soon. Go
Union!”

On time? On budget? Hardly.
Perhaps the mayor can be forgiven the

post-midnight memory lapse, as the history
of the train station project dates back fully
five years, with numerous and ever shifting
dates being thrown about. Back then, every-
one was excited about President Barack
Obama’s commitment to have high speed
rail up and running in this country by 2020.

Like many of Obama’s other wishes, ad-
ditional funding for high speed rail never
came true and, in fact, money for existing
passenger rail service here has been sharply
curtailed in the five years since. In Califor-
nia, which went ahead with plans to initiate
high speed rail service on its own seven
years ago, costs are threatening to bankrupt
the state and the prospect of a high speed ride
from Los Angeles to San Francisco isn’t en-
visioned until 2028 at the earliest.

“The Niagara Falls Station will imme-
diately energize our ongoing local revitaliza-
tion efforts —to create a hub for
transit-orientated economic development
and a centerpiece for cultural tourism devel-
opment,” Dyster said in January 2011.

That was back when, and the Under-
ground Railroad museum, later downgraded
into an Underground Railroad interpretive
center, was going to provide a major tourist
draw for the millions interested in what Dys-
ter called “cultural heritage tourism.”

To date, the commission empowered
with establishing this institution has yet to
uncover any significant link between the city
and the Underground Railroad.

Furthermore, after accepting more than
$1.7 million ($350,000 per year in casino
cash) in public funding, not a single artifact
or display has been purchased and a lack of
accounting has made it virtually impossible
to determine what, if anything, the commis-
sion is doing with all that cash.

Last June, at the third “groundbreaking”
the project has had, Dyster misstated the dis-
tance between the new station and the city’s
tourist district in relation to the old station.

“Someday soon, visitors will step off the
train not in an industrial district far from the
City center, but on the very lip of the great
Niagara Gorge, just a short hop from the
downtown center and the falls itself,” he
said.

Actually, the new station is closer to the
falls by only a few hundred feet, and is still
about two miles away from the downtown
tourism corridor and the Niagara Falls State

Park.
But as much as the haze of early morn-

ing and a project that has already dragged on
for five long years may excuse the mayor’s
“on time” comment, there’s really no excuse
for the “on budget” remark.

That’s because, just this past Monday,
Dyster presented the city Council with his
latest change orders on the train station that
raised the cost of the contract awarded to the

Scrufari Construction Co. by more than $1
million, from $22,691,000 to $23,693,469.

City lawmakers by a vote of 4-1 ap-
proved the change orders which was the
fourth change order approved so far in the
$26 million project.

The original construction contract with
Scrufari Construction was $22.7 million.

Only Councilman Glenn A. Choolokian
voted against approving the change order
stating he opposes the concept of building
one of the largest train stations in New York
State for a city with one of the lowest rider-
ship numbers.

“At the old train station, the couple of
dozen train riders arrive and depart daily at
no cost to the taxpayers. Now we are build-
ing a mammoth train station with no in-
creased demand that will cost the taxpayers
millions to build and millions over time to
maintain, ” Choolokian told the Reporter.

The latest change order includes the in-
stallation of poles, wiring and LED lighting
for the parking lot and for Depot and
Whirlpool streets. The original contract
called for National Grid to install these
items, but with the yearly fees the cost would
add up to more than $1 million over the life
of the equipment.

More cash, around $300,000, was ear-
marked to secure railroad protection, a sort
of insurance policy, which was required by
the contract for the remainder of the project.

A number of other unforeseen extras, in-
cluding “fixed audience seating,” additional
Amtrak flagging, street lighting and address-
ing the non-uniform surface at the Old Cus-
toms House are additional expenditures that
bump the price up more and will be taken out
of a so-called “emergency contingency
fund” already dedicated to the project, Dys-
ter’s resolution stated.

According to Amtrak, an average of 89
people each day arrive at or depart from Ni-
agara Falls via train. The bulk of this traffic
is commuters traveling between Niagara
Falls and Buffalo.

Dyster has long maintained that, once
his new station opens, that number will ex-
plode, and the $44 million total the city is
spending on the project will be justified.

To invest $44 million into a money los-
ing business that generates an annual rev-
enue of just $1,899,875 would be ridiculous
even if the investor was the recipient of that
revenue. No sane businessman in the private
sector would ever consider squandering
money in such a fashion.

But, in this case, the revenue will be
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The 20,000 square foot plus Niagara Falls Train Station to be paid
for and maintained by city taxpayers is under construction. It  will
accommodate the same number of passengers  that the present
800 square foot train station which is paid for by Amtrak does now.  

Unless you think more people will make their decision to ride
trains because of the new train station, there will not likely be more
train riders than those who ride today and are amply accommo-
dated at the present station on Lockport St. 
New train station interior will be about 10 times the size of the old
one.

Mike Hudson 

Early Morning Fog Befuddles Dyster’s
Grasp of Railroad Station Time, Budget

LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that a li-
cense for beer, wine and liquor, li-
cense number pending, has been
applied for by the undersigned to sell
beer, wine and liquor, at retail in a
tavern, under the Alcoholic Beverage
Control Law at Hyde Park Ice Rink,
911 Robbins Drive, Niagara falls,
County of Niagara for on-premises
consumption.

Niagara Sports Tournament, Inc.

6/30/15, 7/7/15



going to Amtrak, while the taxpayer bears
the burden of the entire cost, not to mention
ongoing annual expenses for everything
from security to snow plowing to janitorial
services. The cost of heating and keeping the
lights turned on 24 hours a day, seven days a
week at the massive structure will be astro-
nomical.

Amtrak, which has not entered into a
lease agreement with the city since the coun-
cil has not been asked to approve the contract
as required by law, is not expected to pay
much more than a small fraction of the ex-
penses based on Amtrak’s operating and
leasing procedures as evidenced in every
Amtrak station lease where Amtrak does not

own the station.

Amtrak pays only for the space it needs
to service the amount of passengers it gets at
a location, and their leases are not based on
the size of the facility.

A number of high profile surprises
caught city planners unawares in other cities
when they built an oversized facility and
found out Amtrak would only pay for a few
thousand square feet.

Period.
The Niagara Falls Station is more than

20,000 square feet.
The whole train station project is not

one that is meant to be friendly to the tax-
payer.

The number of tourists arriving daily via
train and with their pockets stuffed with cash
would have to be in the hundreds, if not
thousands, to make Dyster’s hare brained,
$44 million scheme viable.

In his pre-dawn reverie, however, gaz-
ing wistfully at a photo op of two workers
pretending to be doing something, his fancy
took flight.

“That’s what this union thing is all
about, don’t ya know?” Dyster typed.

Sadly, the taxpayers of Niagara Falls
know all too well.
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Union electrical workers work on the train station making Dyster -
who got a campaign  endorsement from the IBEW this year- proud.

Artist's rendering of how the passengers will line up to get on
trains at the new train station. 

Big train station means big costs, but few riders



A person decides to run for elected of-
fice.

That person does so not for power or
ego, but rather, to make a difference. He sees
the citizens and businesses hurting; he sees
the people continuing to move away, and
those that stay fearing to walk their own
streets and neighborhoods.

All of this is happening while a chosen
few continue to prosper at the expense of the
many good citizens and businesses that work
each day just to stay afloat and survive.

That person realizes that electing or re-
electing the same politicians can only pro-
duce the same results.

With that realization, he believes it’s his
obligation to try to make the people under-
stand that the true power for change is within
them; it has always been within them, and al-

ways will be.
Politicians survive and thrive by con-

vincing the citizens how important they are.
Their arrogance and egos are telling them
this. The truth is, they only exist to serve the
will of the people. Their self-importance is
just a game they play, at the expense of the
very people who elected them.

Time to stop their games. Time to take
back control. Time to get that seat back at the
table.

That person who chose to run is told that
he didn’t ask their permission.

Who did he think he was to think that he
had the right to challenge their game? That
person refuses to quit, and their political
games continue.

Political operatives telling him that their
money will always trump his message.

Their egos, and need to prove their
power and importance, at the expense of the
citizens, is how it always will be.

Only the candidates that choose to do
their bidding will get their support.

The problem is, that person does not
consider the lives and future of the citizens
as a game to be played by political operatives
and appointees.

When told that he’d better get his big-
boy pants on because the fun is just begin-
ning, he tells them he believes in the power
of the people he is trying to serve, rather than
in their egos.

As always, your voice, your choice,
your future.

State Comptroller Tom DiNapoli
New York State Office of the State

Comptroller
110 State Street
Albany, NY 12236
July 8, 2015
Dear State Comptroller DiNapoli,
Just over two years ago, your office per-

formed a state audit of the financial situation
in the city of Niagara Falls, New York. The
report was very detailed and telling about the
serious woes that city government was up
against. In the report, a key finding was
stated to be "[t]he City has had a pattern of
structural budget deficits . . . . City officials

balanced the budgets using fund balance and
an estimate for casino revenue that averaged
$5.3 million annually."  Furthermore, your
office suggested as a key recommendation
that going forward the City should
"[d]evelop structurally sound and realistic
budgets."

It is my belief that the City has exacer-
bated the financial crisis by not adhering to
your findings and recommendations. Since
this audit report, the City has continued to
use significant portions of their fund balance
and casino money  to off-set the rising costs
of government. Specifically in 2014, it was
discovered that many of the revenues were

over projected while many one-time rev-
enues were used as solutions to masquerade
around the structural deficit.

An annual independent audit was per-
formed on the 2014 City budget  where it
was stated that due to the City's continuing
use  of significant fund balance reserves and
casino money, that the structural deficit has
reached a stunning $7.6 million dollars. We
also learned through a presentation of City
officials that casino money and sales tax are
steadily declining, thus suggesting an even
more serious financial tragedy.  Through my
own independent review of the 2012-2014
actual budgets, it appears the city is pressed

against their constitutional tax limit and has
a shortage in revenues. Therefore, it would
appear the City is rapidly approaching insol-
vency.  

It is upon these beliefs that I ask your
office to take immediate action and perform
another audit to assess whether the stability
of the city, its residents, its employees, and
its future generations, are safeguarded
against significant deficit spending.  Your
immediate attention to this matter is greatly
appreciated.

Signed....
John Accardo
Niagara Falls

NIAGARA FALLS—With the City of
Niagara Falls once again facing a budget
shortfall, projected to be in excess of $7
million, Niagara Falls business leader and
mayoral candidate John Accardo believes
that the time has come for the office of New
York State Comptroller Thomas P. Di-
Napoli to once again scrutinize the city’s fi-
nances.

Representatives from the Comptrol-
ler’s office reviewed the city’s finances two
years ago, and found a litany of deficiencies
and procedural problems related to the
city’s budget preparation and implementa-
tion.

“Despite the assertions to the contrary

from current Mayor Paul Dyster, the City
of Niagara Falls is literally on the verge of
insolvency,” said Accardo. “Mr. Dyster is
either unwilling or unable to implement the
solutions presented by the Comptroller, and
refuses to enact any accountability for him-
self or for members of his administration.”  

In addition to calling for the Comptrol-
ler to once again review the city’s finances,
Accardo advocates that new, bold, and fresh
measures are needed to move Niagara Falls
forward. "The State Comptroller warned
against depleting the City's fund balance
while approving budgets with a pattern of
structural deficits," Accardo stated.  "We
need real leadership in city hall that will

provide a fresh perspective and bold ideas
to challenge the status quo, such as Buffalo
and Saratoga have demonstrated. This will
immediately put Niagara Falls back on
track."

“There are viable alternatives and op-
tions that will enable the city to achieve fi-
nancial stability, but Paul Dyster has little
interest in changing the way he and his ad-
ministration conduct themselves,” said Ac-
cardo. “As Albert Einstein said, ‘Insanity is
doing the same thing over and over again
and expecting different results’. Clearly
Paul Dyster is doing the same thing over
and over, and the only thing that’s changed
is the city’s financial position, which has

gotten demonstrably worse during his
tenure, even with an annual payment from
the Seneca Nation of $20 million.”

Accardo stated that he will begin to roll
out what is termed "The Accardo Plan"
which will offer realistic solutions to rectify
the city’s ongoing fiscal crisis.

“I have studied every city budget from
the past five years,” said Accardo. “The
Comptroller acknowledged the city’s budg-
etary failures, and I clearly see a multitude
of options to deliver city services in a more
financially prudent manner. Unfortunately,
the one person who doesn’t see the need to
address the city’s financial crisis is Paul
Dyster. It’s time for that to change.” 
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James "Jim" Szwedo

Accardo to State Comptroller: City is Rapidly 
Approaching Insolvency, Request State Audit

Games People Play



I recently wrapped up the 2015 Legisla-
tive session in Albany, which finished eight
days behind schedule, saw multiple arrests, a
new Assembly Speaker and a new Senate Ma-
jority Leader.

Every year my goal is to make sure the
hardworking people of Western New York get

their fair share of funding, and I’m confident
that we will see several positive impacts from
the legislation passed in this year’s session.

I helped successfully secure an increase
in funding for local school districts, libraries,
Brownfield clean-up sites, parks and infra-
structure projects. These increases should en-
hance the quality of lives for families in
Western New York.

Our local infrastructure took a heavy hit
from the harsh and brutal winter we experi-
enced this year, leaving several roads and
bridges unsafe to travel on. I helped secure
funding from an extreme winter recovery
project, which will revamp our crumbling in-
frastructure.

Not only did we increase funding for var-
ious projects throughout the region, but also
helped save homeowners money by cutting
taxes. Every homeowner will be receiving
hundreds of dollars in rebates, after passing
$1.3 billion in property tax cuts.

As the Ranking Minority Member on the
Committee on Tourism, Parks, Arts and
Sports Development, I’m proud to mention
that Niagara Falls State Park will receive $4.3

million in increased funding this year and $50
million by 2020 as part of the NY Works proj-
ect to upgrade and repair parks in Western
New York.

My district is home to some of the re-
gion’s best state parks. The increase in fund-
ing over the next several years will continue
to improve the Niagara Falls State Park and
promote tourism, attracting more tourism dol-
lars to our region.

My session highlights also include pass-
ing all 9 of the non-controversial women’s
equality legislation and stricter procedures
and protocols for sexual harassment cases on
college campuses. The women’s equality leg-
islation prohibits differential pay because of
sex, and creates comprehensive anti-sex traf-
ficking laws.

As a father of two daughters and a grand-
father, I am proud to have helped pass these,
so the women of New York State will be bet-
ter protected from sex trafficking and sexual
harassment on our college campuses, and also
have equal opportunities in the workplace.  

I was also pleased with the 7-percent in-
crease in education aid for our local schools.

As a former high school teacher, I understand
the importance and necessity for teachers to
have the proper resources to effectively teach
our youth. I hope to continue to bring an in-
crease in aid for our schools in the years to
come.

Although we were able to secure in-
creased funding for various projects and pro-
grams in Western New York, this legislative
session will be remembered for the arrests of
legislative leaders from both houses. Law-
makers had a great opportunity to join me and
take a stance against corruption by passing
meaningful ethics reform laws, but unfortu-
nately that call fell on deaf ears. I will con-
tinue to call for ethics reform that includes
stripping pensions from all elected officials
who are convicted of a felony.

I will be having a fundraiser this Sunday,
July 12th from 12-4pm at Lewiston #2 Fire
Company (1705 Saunders Settlement). Join
us for food, entertainment and fun for the
whole family. Only $25 per person or $50 for
the family!

NIAGARA FALLS—Niagara Falls
business leader and mayoral candidate John
Accardo will address the City of Niagara
Falls’ ongoing budget woes, which have
plagued the city for far too long.

Accardo will present factual informa-
tion which will highlight the current admin-
istration’s failure to follow proper budgeting
practices, as well as begin to introduce "The
Accardo Plan" which is founded on other
cities successes, bold ideas, and a fresh per-
spective that will move Niagara Falls into a
period of fiscal strength and growth. 

Accardo said he plans to “shine a light
on the past budgetary practices that have put
Niagara Falls into a sink hole larger than any
you can find on 72nd or 100th street.”

Accardo also sent a letter this week to
the NYS State Comptroller, asking that he
and his office take action to update his finan-

cial analysis that was prepared in 2013.
In that review, State Comptroller

Thomas DiNapoli stated that the City admin-
istration used non-recurring revenues to fix
the structural imbalance that could poten-
tially force the rating agencies to downgrade
or suspend the city's credit rating. 

“Two years ago, the New York State
Comptroller came to Niagara Falls, evalu-
ated the city’s financial position, and con-
cluded that the current administration’s
budgetary procedures were in dire need of
improvement,” said Accardo. “Two years
later, Paul Dyster has completely ignored
Comptroller DiNapoli’s directives, the city’s
financial position is even worse, and the cur-
rent mayor has no plan to rectify the city’s
horrendous tax burden on the hard working
people of 

this community.” 
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John Accardo listens to people’s concerns.

John Accardo is walking the streets on his campaign trail.
John Accardo understands business for unlike Dyster he has a
business in the city and pays taxes here.

Assemblyman John
Ceretto (R,C,I-Lewiston)

Accardo Call for Truth-in-Budgeting From Falls Mayor
Says Cataract City is on the verge of insolvency

Ceretto: 2015 Legislative Session, 
Making State Govt Work For You Again



NIAGARA FALLS – Ezra P. Scott Jr., a
substitute teacher in Niagara Falls, is running
for City Council in the Democratic primary
which is Sept. 10.

If elected, he will be the third council
person who is a school teacher which would
give Niagara Falls School District employ-
ees a majority control of the five member
city council.

School teachers Andrew Touma and
Kristen Grandinetti are on the council and
each has two and one half years remaining
on their four year terms.

Scott, 29, is one of four Democrats who
will seek one of two open seats on the coun-
cil this year, which means, in order to run in
the general election, he has to be one of two
top vote getters among the four Democratic
candidates when registered Democrats come
out to vote, which few of them typically do
– about 25 percent in 2011 - in the primary
election.

The primary will be held this year on
Tuesday, Sept. 10.

Scott is running against Alicia M.

Laible, the former City Democratic Commit-
tee chairwoman, who ran for council and
narrowly lost in 2011 to Councilmember
Glenn A. Choolokian; she enjoyed support
from Mayor Paul A. Dyster, who also ran
and won reelection in 2011. 

This year Laible has chosen to run a
campaign entirely distant from the Dyster
campaign.

She has indicated that her experience in
human resources and budgeting at the Elder-
wood Senior Care, where she is employed,
would have made her qualified and capable
of avoiding the $7.6 million deficit the city,
under the administration of Paul Dyster, has
crafted.

His current council majority of Andrew
Touma, Kristen Grandinetti and Charles
Walker have consistently approved of almost
all Dyster spending proposals.

Scott, who is supported by Dyster and
Grandinetti, is also running against City
Planning Board Chairman, and retiree, Rick
D. Smith, and incumbent Robert A. Ander-
son, also a retiree, also Democrats – but not

aligned with Dyster.
Both have said that Dyster squandered

a literal casino fortune with nothing to show
but a bunch of happy consultants and Buffalo
developers.

Dyster says he needs four more years to
complete the task he has started and wants
Scott on the council so that he has a veto-
proof council for spending on all matters he
deems needful for the city’s recovery.

According to the city charter, the coun-
cil’s main function is to approve or reject
spending proposals and contracts proposed
by the mayor.

The two winners in the Sept. 10 Demo-
cratic primary will appear on the ballot for
the party and will likely face two Republi-
cans: business owner/home inspector/con-
tractor, Willie A. Price, and Kenny M.
Tompkins, who is operations manager for
H.W. Bryk & Sons, a local plumbing and
heating contractor.

Glenn Choolokian eschewed running to
keep his seat on the council and chose to run
instead in the Democratic primary for mayor
against Dyster.

Scott is a Niagara Catholic High School
graduate who received a bachelor’s degree
in sociology from SUNY Cortland in 2010.
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If elected Ezra Scott would be
the third school teacher on the
five member City Council.

Scott Runs in Crowded Race; Could Tip the 
Majority on City Council to School Teachers  

It is just about time for the annual Buf-
falo Italian Heritage Festival which will hold
court on Hertel Ave. between Colvin and
Delaware next week beginning Thursday
(July 16) and running through Sunday (July
19), featuring all the great Italian food you
can eat in addition to top local entertainment
and the Miss Italian Festival.

On the last day of the festival, Sunday
at 2 p.m., two of the very best Old World
Italian restaurants in Western New York, Ilio
DiPaolo’s and Lombardo’s Ristorante, will
celebrate their anniversaries at the Ilio Di-

Paolo Heritage Tent in a presentation that
will feature numerous wrestling, boxing, and
football greats and a stage performance by
dancers from the Lake Erie Italian Club at
2:30 p. m.

Dennis DiPaolo, son of the late Hall of
Fame wrestling champion Ilio DiPaolo who
started the Blasdell landmark in 1965, urges
everyone to stop by the Heritage Tent, prom-
ising that folks who do will receive a free
souvenir postcard with a coupon for the pop-
ular restaurant on South Park Ave., a fixture
known far and wide for its Old World food
and for the famed Ilio DiPaolo Scholarship
Fund which provides support to many West-

ern New York athletes.
DiPaolo’s will be marking its 50th an-

niversary on July 19th and Lombardo’s Ris-
torante will be celebrating its 40th year as the
two families share a long and celebrated his-
tory of serving the Western New York com-
munity with great Italian food.

On hand at the Heritage Tent to help
mark the occasion will be Hall of Fame
wrestlers Dominic DiNucci and Dick “The
Destroyer” Beyer, former Bills’ star Lou Pic-
cone, and Hall of Fame boxing great Dick
Topinko.  Among others at the Heritage Tent
will be still popular former sports broad-
caster Rick Azar and other authors, including

Ralph Galanti, Mike Andreozzi, and Martin
Ederer.  They will all be signing autographs.

There will also be a cooking demonstra-
tion by Chef Marco and Chef Michael Di-
Paolo in addition to bocce finals and grape
stomping.

Playing throughout the festival will be
“La Signorinella,” a movie made in 1949 by
the late famed Italian producer Dino de Lau-
rentis and featuring Ilio DiPaolo.  Also play-
ing at the festival will be many of Ilio’s
classic wrestling matches.

For more information, contact Dennis
DiPaolo at 825-3675.

The full extent of Erie Community Col-
lege’s failed leadership and the county’s role in
contributing to two straight years of $300 tu-
ition increases by falling short on its subsidy
may have to await the first state audit of ECC
in 20 years which is due to be released some
time in the near future.

State Comptroller Tom DiNapoli’s audit
of ECC began last spring and state officials
said at the time they expected it would proba-
bly be released in June.  Well, June has come
and gone and a spokesman for the comptrol-
ler’s office said last month the final report
probably won’t be available until at least Au-
gust.  

Meanwhile, we reported two weeks ago
that ECC’s vice president for legal affairs,
Kristin Klein Wheaton, who according to most
sources is the day-to-day “boss” at ECC, was
trying to maintain firm control over contact
with state auditors by ECC staff, requiring that
all contacts be documented and saved in a spe-
cial folder.

Some are asking if Wheaton’s oversight

has hampered state auditors in completing their
work as the original timing of the release of the
audit has now been extended for at least two
months.

On paper anyway, Jack Quinn is the pres-
ident of ECC at $192,500 even though he tried
very hard in 2013 to take over as president and
chief executive officer of the Buffalo Niagara
Partnership, a job that was becoming vacant
because of the departure of Andrew Rudnick.
But Quinn lost out and withdrew before his bid
became public, signing a new deal to stay at
ECC.

Quinn, a former congressman and Wash-
ington lobbyist, took over as ECC president in
2008 and brought in Wheaton in 2011 to handle
legal affairs, but her role has expanded as she
handles the day-to-day affairs of the college for
Quinn who travels extensively to fulfill his out-
side business obligations.

In her role as Quinn’s loyal aide, it is
hardly surprising that she reportedly took a
tough stand with state auditors, demanding to
know what and who they were talking to at all
times, and requiring senior ECC staff to docu-
ment all contacts with state auditors for her re-

view.
Based on our extensive review of avail-

able records at the college, we suspect that state
auditors are taking a close look at all of the col-
lege’s expenses, including those racked up by
Quinn who until this year had a ECC-paid
membership to the prestigious Buffalo Club
and an extensive travel account which he still
maintains.  Quinn also reportedly had three
auto accidents during the last six years while
serving as president.

Some county lawmakers signaled last
week—in passing the college budget by an 8
to 3 vote-- that recurring tuition hikes is not the
way to run ECC and lawmakers are expected
to take a close look at County Executive Mark
Poloncarz’s next budget in the fall to see if he
recommends a substantial increase in the col-
lege subsidy which currently is only about 15.6
percent of the college’s budget when it should
be closer to 30 percent under the state formula.

For his part, Poloncarz has nothing to say.
County Lawmakers, led by Republican Kevin
Hardwick, are pushing for a long term plan to
resuscitate ECC in the face of declining enroll-
ment and other problems that have led to se-

vere tuition increases for students to keep the
school afloat.  How much money could be re-
leased from the bloated ECC operating budget
to help students has not been tested.  That push
could come sooner rather than later.

In the meantime, at least over the summer,
many folks interested in the college’s future
will be awaiting the results of the DiNapoli
audit on what’s going on at ECC that could
help in identifying problem areas that need to
be addressed.  As everyone waits, ECC will
continue to try and raise the last few million
dollars it needs to meet its $7.5 million share
of the cost of the new $30 million STEM build-
ing at the north campus, a project that Polon-
carz touted earlier this year in tapping a
contractor for the job.

For the record, Kideney Architects, which
won the Poloncarz bidding contest for the
STEM building, had been rejected by Polon-
carz when he was county comptroller.  All you
will get out of Poloncarz about his change of
heart is a terse statement, his response to most
issues that don’t involve snowstorms.

Tony Farina

Tony Farina

DiPaolo’s, Lombardo’s to Mark Anniversaries at Italian Festival

Many Await Results of State Audit of ECC



In one respect, Niagara Falls Council
candidate Ezra Scott offers something differ-
ent.

He has listed, on his Scott for council
calling card, along with his slogan, “A Con-
nected City is a Protected City,” some seven
different ways to connect with him:

1.  Cell phone
2.  Email
3.  Facebook
4.   Snap Chat (photos sent by phone

which recipients can view for 1- to 10 sec-
onds, after which they disappear.)

5.  Twitter (online service that enables
users to send and read short messages called
"tweets")

6.  Skype (a two way video phone call
where you can see who you are talking to
and vice versa.)

7.  Instagram (an online service that en-
ables users to take pictures and videos, and
share them on Facebook, Twitter, Tumblr
and Flickr)

These are all nice ways to communicate
with potential voters, especially younger vot-

ers who are attuned to all these things.
But, while seeming complete, some of

us older voters have not yet availed ourselves
of these most excellent ways of communi-
cating

Mr. Scott would you consider: 
1. Landline phone (To connect with vot-

ers 60 years old and older)

2. Home or business address for postal
communications. (60 years and older)

3. Fax (60 years and older)
4. Pager (60 years and older)
5. Walkie talkie. (70 years and older)
6. Flag semaphore  (80 years and older)
7. Telegraph (90 years and older)
8. Sign language (any age)

9. Message in a bottle (100 years and
older)

10. Carrier pigeon  (110 years or older)
11. Smoke signals  (125 years or older)
12. Wells Fargo or Pony Express (150

years or older)
13. Candles in the window (239 years or

older).
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Council Candidate Ezra Scott has pep-
pered his campaign for City Council with a
number of broad-brush statements which
could be called in some campaign vernacu-
lars as pious platitudes.

He has said:
“I want to act as the catalyst for invest-

ment.”
“I want to get more people involved.”
“I want our city to be more reflective of

those who live here.”
“I have high hopes for our city’s future,

but without community engagement in deci-
sions we will not reach our greatest poten-
tial.”

“I plan to bring a fresh voice to the city
and to bring government to life.”

“I will fight for the needs of the people
of Niagara Falls, because seeing this city
succeed is something I am very passionate
about.”

“I want to bridge the gap between the
city and its residents.”

“I will address all of your concerns and
do my best to resolve all of them.”

He also has made numerous generic

statements about what he plans to accom-
plish without giving to date a clue on how he
intends to do it.

Scott has said: He wants to attract de-
velopers to Niagara Falls.

He supports projects that benefit those
inside the business community and out.

He will pursue increased opportunity for
civic engagement with Niagara Falls city
government.

As he speaks of “Strong minds and pos-
itive vibes”, his campaign slogan  “A Con-
nected City is a Protected City” also rhymes.

Of course, it might be easy to call this
vapid nonsense; sanctimoniously, insipidly
meaningless, peak BS.

Or, as far as giving any clue as to what
he really stands for, Scott might as well say:

“A stitch in time saves nine.”
“Make Niagara Falls great again.”
“People are our most important asset.”
“Teamwork to make the Dream work”
“Let them eat when they are hungry.”
“You can't spend too much on a city.”
“Ready for Change, Ready to Lead.”
“Change the Baby’s Diapers when he

smells bad.”
“Working for Change, Working for

You.”

“Real Challenges, Real Solutions: Time
to Pick a Councilman.”

We asked Scott to elaborate on his pre-
vious statements and also to say something
about the budget, the city debt, how much
the city will spend on the courthouse and the

train station, what he thinks about the
$100,000 city hall salaries, what he will do

to address the escalating
cost of public safety,
whether he will vote

against stipends given to city hall employees
for the normal course of work they do, how
he would have handled the frozen water
pipes situation, where the money will come
from to fix the potholes, the sidewalks and
trees stumps that people complain about and
other issues that are not directly covered by
any of Scott’s platitudes.

While Scott told the Reporter on the
phone on Sunday that he wanted to develop
an excellent relationship with the Niagara
Falls Reporter, he did not respond to our sub-
sequent email of Sunday seeking comment
on the above paragraph seeking a more de-
tailed explanation of his platitudes.

A subsequent call to Scott on Monday
was not returned by press time which was
seven hours later.  

Telegraphing voters who know
the Morse Code will connect in
an impressive way.

Flag Semaphore perhaps on
the Maid of the Mist might
make an elegant 'connect' with
voters.

Walkie Talkies are a great way
to communicate with VIPs.

A carrier pigeon can connect
with voters with inspiring mes-
sages.A shoe phone is a very effec-

tive and unobtrusive communi-
cations device to keep people
connected.

Reporter Asks Scott for More Than Platitudes

Scott Seeks to Connect with City Voters Through Modern Methods

Frank Parlato

Frank Parlato



The Reporter recently detailed how it
had filed 29 FOILS with the Dyster admin-
istration seeking information on an array of
topics that an informed public has every right
to know.

This past week we received 29 letters
from City Hall saying the city will need 20
days to review each FOIL request to deter-
mine if the city will honor any of them.

In other words, FOILS were essentially
dumped into the morass that is the Dyster ad-
ministration FOIL process. 

While we’ll keep our readers updated on
the progress, or lack thereof, of the FOILS,
we want you to know that there’s all types of
city financial information that not only
should be easily available by FOIL, it should
already be accessible on the city website, but
it’s not. 

Nowhere is the dark heart of the non-
transparent Dyster administration more evi-
dent than when it comes to city finance and
the use, and abuse, of taxpayer dollars.

The casino revenue interest account is
unavailable on the city website. The casino
account expenditures are online, thanks to
former State Senator George Maziarz, but
the interest accrued from the casino account
remains a mystery.

Was the interest spent? If so, on what,
and if not where’s the money?

The audit of city finances performed by
the NYS Comptroller from Jan 2009 to9 Jan
2013 and released in May 2013 is not on the
city website, but it’s on the NYS Comptrol-
ler’s website.

That scathing audit detailed the many
ways the Dyster administration had not only
mismanaged taxpayer dollars, but it reported
that millions of taxpayer dollars had literally

been hidden within the budget and had to be
discovered by the state auditors. Some of the
hidden money remained unaccounted for, ac-
cording to the NYS Comptroller, at the close
of their audit. 

Also missing from the city website is
the Dyster administration written response to
the NYS Comptroller’s 2013 audit. Until that
response is made available to the public we
have no way of knowing if the city addressed
and repaired the numerous money manage-
ment problems revealed by the state.

The Dyster administration recently
hired the Bonadio accounting firm to review
the city’s finances. The Bonadio audit re-
ported that the city is in debt to the tune of
$7.6 million. While the audit results were an-
nounced several weeks ago at a council
meeting you won’t find the audit on the city
website.

So, what city audit is posted on the city
website?

It’s the “City of Niagara Falls, New
York Financial Statement as of December
31, 2010” done by Bonadio. 2010 was sev-
eral “financial crises” and one scathing NYS
Comptroller’s audit ago. In the world of mu-
nicipal finance, five years is a lifetime.

Many municipalities now routinely post
all information on contracts, bids and their
bid process live online. In this way a resident
or businessperson readily knows what bids
are on the table and what the eventual re-
sults/costs of all bids and contracts are.

You won’t see this form of live, easily
accessible information on the city website.

Another thing you won’t see on the
Dyster administration website, although
we’ve recommended it for the past year, is a
live posting of the current 2015 budget. If the
2015 budget were online in real time a resi-
dent could watch as their tax dollars flow out

of the budget.
With the budget posted in real time a

taxpayer could be fully informed as to how
the 2015 budget was curiously “reopened”
in April with money shifted from here to
there – from this budget line to that budget
line or department  - for reasons known only
to those doing the shifting.

A “live budget” would remove much of
the confusion from the budget process while
holding all those who work with the budget
- elected and appointed - to a more accept-
able level of accountability and transparency.
And yes, many governments now post their
budgets “live online” for just that reason.

The city’s “financial arm” is called the
NFC and Mayor Dyster is the chairman of
the NFC board. The NFC awards loans and
grants to existing city businesses and startup
businesses. While the NFC can be located
(not easily) on the city website there’s no

way of telling what businesses have been
given loans or grants.

The NFC page is lacking a good deal
more information in addition to that, how-
ever.

The last NFC financial statement posted
is from 2013. The Board of Directors roster
is from 2014. The most recent annual report
is from 2012 and the meeting minutes don’t
go beyond 2013.

The NFC “document archive” webpage
has information from 2010, 2011 and 2012
and nothing beyond those years. We under-
stand that there are a number of NFC loans
or grants that are pending at this time, but
you’d never know that from the online infor-
mation currently posted.

To the Reporter the question of govern-
ment transparency is simple: If there’s noth-
ing to hide, then there’s no reason for hiding
it.

What’s the Dyster administration hid-
ing?

16

Paul Dyster, shown in his office,
with hands covering over paper-
work, is not a big fan of government
transparency.

Anna Howard

Taxpayers Can’t See Clearly Now, or Ever, 
As Dyster Defies Transparency
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We're happy to report that the Niagara
Falls Boys and Girls Club "Run in the Mist"
5K run on June 24 was a great success. 

A beautiful Western New York midsum-
mer's evening in downtown Niagara Falls
saw 105 runners, an excellent turn-out for a
weeknight, compete for prizes and then
gather on Old Falls Street for dinner and re-
freshments, all to benefit the Boys and Girls
Club, whose mission "is to provide appropri-
ate and diversified programs and activities
that serve to attract and hold area youth to
the Clubhouse. We provide environments
that teach children the skills needed to build
positive lives, attitudes, and behaviors"
through mentoring, drop-in, sports, tech
skills and other impactful programs.

The event was a huge improvement over
the May 16 Downtown Niagara Falls Busi-
ness Association race that pulled a bait-and-
switch at the last minute, substituting a
shortened alternative route without inform-
ing runners. Subsequently, the sanctioning
body USA Track and Field withdrew certifi-
cation of the race, resulting in the invalida-
tion of all runners' times.

We first became suspicious of the
DNFBA race when City Council chairman
Andy "Feet don't fail me now" Touma posted
a time far surpassing his personal best, as did

several other runners. Indeed, Chairman
Touma (aka "Crazy Legs") finished the
DNFBA "Run With the Rapids" in a blister-
ing 25:19. We spotlighted his unlikely per-
formance in our expose', not to judge him or
others, but to make our point about the race. 

However, in finishing the "Mist" 5K a
month later in 24:15, surpassing his previous
time in the fudged "Rapids" 5K by over a
minute, for some reason he took it as a kind

of vindication. 
"Put that in your newspaper, Hufnagel!"

he remonstrated with this puffing and wheez-
ing writer, moments after we both crossed
the finish line last week. 

It's all fun and games until... ... a month later, when Andy
"Pimp my Stride" Touma is all
business, somehow trying to
prove that the DNFBA didn't
screw up its 5K race.

James Hufnagel

Niagara Falls 5K Experience Back on Top
Council Chair Lights Up Downtown Course

Everything that can weaken
us as a race we have had for
the last thousand years. It
seems as if during that pe-
riod the national life had this
one end in view, viz how to
make us weaker and weaker,
till we have become real
earthworms, crawling at the
feet of every one who dares
to put his foot on us. There-
fore my friends, as one of
your blood, as one that lives
and dies with you, let me tell
you that we want strength,
strength, and every time
strength. 
Swami Vivekananda



Back in 2004 and 2005, Oliver Street
occupants were beginning to be optimistic
about rejuvenating their beloved, aging
street.

An Oliver Street Community Pride or-
ganization was being developed to emulate
the Project Pride organization established
by David and Donna Burgio that focused
on Webster Street.

Flowering baskets, wrought iron
benches and fancy trash receptacles, like on
Webster Street, were installed, the first of a
series of 40 promised "ponies on parade"
were promoted for installation along Oliver
Street.

Heritage Park was created to connect
the Carrousel and Railroad museums.

Some small signs, mounted too high
and in lettering too small to be read easily,
were installed along the street to help trav-
elers find cultural sites along Oliver Street.  

The 40 ponies turned out to be less
than a dozen.

Larry Soos was an alderman then and
one of the city's favorite bartenders at his
Soos' Oliver Street Cafe.

He and his wife Linda took the lead on
revitalization hopes for Oliver Street.

Since then, the Burgios gave up their
Project Pride effort downtown. 

Oliver Street Community Pride died.
The lack of follow through by certain

city officials in aiding the efforts of the two
worthwhile volunteer organizations was at
least one of the reasons for their premature
demise.

Neither organization exists today.
Burgio went on to be NT’s first full-

time, four-year Mayor, but failed to get a
second term.

Soos became the second full-time four-
year Mayor. He didn’t get a second term,
either.

Burgio got a bar called Crazy Jake’s on
Webster Street. Soos sold his Oliver Street
bar.

Before Burgio took office, it seemed
North Tonawanda was putting all its Oliver
Street eggs in one basket, the Buffalo Bolt
complex.

That however failed to "bring back" or
revitalize Oliver Street because the Buffalo
Bolt Business Park is not yet complete a
decade later!.

It isn’t even identified with signs in-
forming passersby it exists! 

Somehow North Tonawanda cannot
seem to find time to cut the grass, pull
weeds from the fence, or remove the litter
collecting along the fence and in the weed
patches they don't mow.

While not a city funded organization in
any way, the North Tonawanda museum,

seriously desired by residents, was origi-
nally suggested to help revitalize Webster
Street.

Now in its twelfth year, the museum
recognizes Soos permanently for his role in
making Webster Street its permanent home
in an exhibit.

When Rob Ortt became mayor, he
wanted a marina.

If there were signs on River Road on
the way to his still not completed marina
informing passersby there is a Buffalo Bolt
Business Park on the other side of the rail-
road tracks, perhaps the Buffalo Bolt proj-
ect would be completed by now.

While we had Ortt as Mayor, we also
got career military man Bob Clark, who re-
turned home after more than four decades
of reporting to those in command over him
in more than one branch of military service.

He joined the GOP, became alderman-
at-large and died in office.

We now have a career military man,
Bob Pecoraro, who was appointed and hop-
ing to be elected to the post of alderman-at-

large, also as part of the GOP. 
His background makes him well quali-

fied for our war with the City of
Tonawanda, the Town of Wheatfield, or
perhaps the Town of Grand Island.

But what is he doing about Buffalo
Bolt?

Current elected and appointed officials
think they are the first ones to seek to revi-
talize Oliver Street.

None appear to be thinking in terms of
bringing it back to what it once was, in-
stead trying to make it something else.

What that something else is, we’re not
sure!

What does anyone currently in office
know about marketing a business park?

What do they know about Oliver
Street?

Except for using them as reasons to
vote for them, what are their chances of ac-
complishing anything any of us want and
need for Oliver Street?
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1930's 1940's Early 20th Century

Buffalo Bolt photos when they actually made bolts 

Only in NT: Oliver Street Transformation 
Stagnant in North Tonawanda 

Sweeney Payne



Sabres, Bills Getting Plenty
of Hype From Local Media

19

Will this be the year the Buffalo Sabres
and the Buffalo Bills make the playoffs?  

If you have been following the media
hype about the two franchises, including the
drafting of budding hockey star Jack Eichel,
you would think both teams are on the verge
of something big.  Let’s hope so.

I’m going to take and wait-and-see atti-

tude until we’re much farther along than hyp-
ing ticket sales for two franchises that have
not been winners for a long time.

There will be some action on the ice as
early as next week and folks can get a
glimpse of the supposed “savior” for the
Sabres although realistically, expectations
should indeed be tempered given Eichel’s
youth and the fact he’s not exactly joining a
team with Bobby Orr and Gordie Howe on
the roster.  But hey, I hope he proves to be
the real deal and the Sabres, along with their
new $52 million man, forward Ryan
O’Reilly who scored 55 points (17 goals) in
82 games last year for Colorado, can take a
giant step forward from the abysmal per-
formances of the last few years.  I question
whether O’Reilly’s numbers are worth $52
million, but somebody thinks so.

As for the Buffalo Bills, they are already
getting their share of local media hype which
is driving ticket sales and sending expecta-
tions through the roof for a team with a new
coach who, by the way, hasn’t won anything
so far, and no proven quarterback on the ros-
ter.

Now I’m certainly in the camp of those

who believe the Bills have a chance to break
their 15-year playoff drought but they’ll need
to find somebody who can throw the ball just
a little to get to the post season.  I don’t know
who that quarterback will be right now and
neither does Rex Ryan and the front office.
But there’s hope for some kind of miracle
among Bills fans who never really quit until
it’s over, which usually happens fairly early.
But I think this year there’s hope for some-
thing more than a winning season.

Unfortunately, suspension or not, Tom
Brady is still around and so is Rob
Gronkowski, and in my mind, that makes
New England the team to beat again, fol-
lowed closely by Green Bay and Seattle.  But
maybe the Bills will take the next step and
Terry Pegula will finally have something to
crow about besides fracking billions from
Pennsylvania.

Let’s all stay tuned and hope for the best
but I would caution local sports fans to be
careful not to fall for the media sales pitch
you are currently getting and remember
Rome wasn’t built in a day, and while Eichel
may be a potential star and Rex Ryan is
promising the playoffs, these franchises
haven’t won anything yet, and it may take
time to reverse the years of decline.  But let’s
wait and see and hope for the best! 
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It takes talent to win in profes-
sional sports, talent, grit and
determination.

Terry Pegula made his fortune from fracking and owns the two Buf-
falo major league sports teams. Fracking is illegal in Buffalo.

Tony Farina



(Ed. Note: J. Gary
DiLaura is a retired FBI Special Agent and
his lengthy experiences in law enforcement
obviously shape his perspectives. His opin-
ions are his own.  If you disagree with him,
after pausing a moment to consider that the
First Amendment permits him to write
things you do not agree with, you might
consider, rather than attacking him, at-
tempting to rebut him. In this way you add
to the discourse and seek a solution. Email
DiLaura at news1926@gmial.com)                                                

I am going to ask you, the reader, to
think about what I am about to write.

First I want to make this statement:  I
do not consider myself a bigot or a racist.

I spent the better part of my life en-
forcing the laws of the United States,
which includes the Civil Rights Laws. 

I investigated police brutality allega-
tions by black citizens against white police
officers in the late 1960s, while I was in
Charleston, S. C., a difficult task in a city
that was very racially charged!

I served there when restaurants still
displayed "reserved "signs on all tables to
keep out black citizens and gas stations still
had "three" rest rooms! 

I was a young, white, FBI agent who
before that never witnessed discrimination
and who enjoyed devoted friendships with
many black, school friends, like Clarence
Ward, fellow athletes, like Ron Nabors and
Frank Carter, and too many to count fellow
musicians (I play the saxophone profes-
sionally and I favor the blues) .

And I was given the task of investigat-
ing white lawmen, with whom I had to
work.

When there was brutality I was color
blind.

I worked hard to enforce the law that
every American regardless of race deserves
equal access to every opportunity America
has to offer.

Equal opportunity, not necessarily
equal results.

I agree with a quote of writer William
Saroyan, “In a democratic state every man
is the equal of every other man up to the
point of exertion, and after that every man
is free to exert himself to do good or not, to
grow nobly or foolishly, as he wishes.” 

However, there is a limit to what peo-
ple can accept about what has become in
America the actual opposite of the quote
above: Equal results without equal efforts
through entitlement.

Today, we are expected to believe that
in a democratic state the only proof of
every person being equal to every other

person is that, regardless of exertion, every-
one must be guaranteed equal results.

I believe people in general have
reached the limit and are ready to reject this
foolish idea.

And that includes hard working black
Americans who are as fed up as the rest!

This country was founded primarily by
white, Christian, Europeans, mostly of
English, Welsh and Scottish descent.

The foreign born-population of the
United States however really started to in-
crease around 1850 when Irish Catholics,
Germans, Czechs, Hungarians, Swiss,
Scandinavians, Chinese and Mexicans
came by the millions.

They became Americans, most settled
in the north, and about 160 years ago,
many of them fought in a war, a Civil War,
costing hundreds of thousands of lives,
fought in large part to free black people
who were grievously brought here from
Africa over the course of centuries in
chains as slaves.

Those who fought for their freedom
won the war, and blacks became part of a
largely white European society that for the
most part and for many decades considered
them inferior.

Since the end of the Civil War, and
particularly during the latter half of the
20th Century, the American government
has struggled to right a wrong that was per-
petrated before any living American today
was born and to bring the black people for-
ward and on par with the rest of society.

All the while, millions of poor white
immigrants, who could barely speak Eng-
lish, have managed to prosper without gov-
ernment help.

Following the Civil War there came
unabated millions more immigrants and
added to the list above came Italians, Poles,
Greeks, Spaniards and on and on.

Meantime America passed Civil Rights
Laws and outlawed segregation. The Amer-
ican government ordered federal troops to
enforce integration.

The government took white children
and bused them, against their will, to black
schools and black children, against their
will, to white schools.

They created “Affirmative Action”
giving racial preferences to black people in
many critical aspects of life, in a society
where all people are supposed to be created
equal.

They created job training, built hous-

ing projects, provided free food, free bus-
ing, free books, free cell phones, and every
possible incentive to put family first and
foremost.

No amount of government handouts,
no midnight basketball, big brother pro-
gram or free housing seemed to be able to
solve the demise of the black family.

Today 71% of all black children are
born into a one parent family.

Yet, in much less time, and with virtu-
ally no public assistance, people from so-
called 3rd world countries, like India and
Asia, have prospered.

These are also “non-white” people.
They came here oftentimes not speak-

ing our language and have become busi-
ness people with children who learned
respect and responsibility at home, winning
national spelling bees and scoring high
numbers on SAT tests regularly.

The India emigrants are today the
wealthiest ethnicity in America – including
the entire batch of Europeans.

Meantime, the black youth – young
men primarily - are responsible for 50% of
the nation’s violent crime, oftentimes tar-
geting white people for the fun of it, using
every and any excuse they can find to riot,
perhaps inspired by the likes of the Rev.
Jesse Jackson and the Rev. Al Sharpton.

They riot for the fun of it, not for any
reason that makes any sense and in cities
that are run by black elected politicians and
contain a black majority.

The nation has elected a black presi-
dent.

Yet, it’s not enough!
Whites are holding them back.
The entire program has FAILED!
Free everything… affirmative action,

everything that has been tried has failed
and the liberal elite say, “Let’s just try one
more thing, like free health care and free
this and free that, and free, free, free.…!

It has failed because of the complete
refusal of so many blacks to look at Amer-

ica as their home, their country, their op-
portunity to become something special!

Perhaps I am too sheltered but in 29
years of law enforcement and two decades
in private business - to this date - I have
never heard any German, Italian, Spanish,
Polish, Greek, Armenian, English or any
other immigrant citizen say he or she hated
America or “God damn” America, but, I
have heard (and continue to hear) black
Reverends, black politicians, black leaders
and black citizens say they hate America!

They refuse to name their children tra-
ditional American names that would ease
their children’s acceptance into mainstream
society, but instead make up names that
sound “African”, but aren’t.

They encourage their children to stand
out, but not by their accomplishments, but
by wearing their hats crooked, their pants
on the ground and to develop an attitude
that defies reason with a language of vio-
lence, hate and even rape that most re-
spectable blacks despises.

They listen to and unfortunately be-
lieve people like Michelle Obama, flying
around with 200 friends and relatives, on
our dime, in 747s, bashing America and its
rich white people, while staying at $1500
per night motel rooms.

She and her entire family draw pay-
checks of hundreds of thousands of dollars,
but we are the elite.

I sincerely believe that respectable
whites are not out to get black people, but I
also believes that whites are fed up with the
danger and violence, the “or else” threats of
the likes of Sharpton and Jackson, and the
increasing taxes required to pay the way for
those who are capable of working but will
not.

Couple all this with a president who
uses race to enrage black people to enhance
what I believe is his Islamic Muslim
agenda and you have an explosive situation
waiting to detonate.

NIAGARA FALLS REPORTER JUL 07 - JUL 15, 201520

.The Right 
Side 

J. Gary
DiLaura

Affirmative Action, Free Housing, Free Lunch, 
Free Everything, Yes, We Have No More to Give    

America has come a long way to
change race relations since the mid
20th century.

Rev. Al Sharpton sometimes uses incendiary language that seems to smack a
little bit of racism, such as, "White folks was in the caves while we was build-
ing empires. .... We taught philosophy and astrology and mathematics before
Socrates and them Greek homos ever got around to it."
Or "So if some cracker come and tell you, ‘Well, my mother and father blood
go back to the Mayflower,’ you better hold your pocket. That ain’t nothing to
be proud of. That means their forefathers was crooks."
But Sharpton also speaks in virile language about the value of hard work. He
said, "I was raised by a single mother who made a way for me. She used to
scrub floors as a domestic worker, put a cleaning rag in her pocketbook and
ride the subways in Brooklyn so I would have food on the table. But she
taught me as I walked her to the subway that life is about not where you start,
but where you're going. That's family values."



If you read this newspaper, you may
have read a column or two by J. Gary Di-
Laura called “The Right Side,” a provoca-
tive, conservative-leaning view of the world
in the words of a former special agent of the
FBI.

Over the next several weeks, we’re
going to take a peek at the life of this retired
crime fighter now living in Niagara Falls
who spent the last 20 years of his 29-year
FBI career in the Buffalo office, one of 56
field offices in the United States and one of
three in New York State (Albany, New
York). 

In his day, Agent DiLaura, who charac-
terized himself as a “hustler,” was no shrink-
ing violet sitting around an office drinking
coffee. 

He was an aggressive lawman who was
involved in street shootouts, the Oklahoma
City bombing investigation and Timothy
McVeigh, and local cases involving familiar
names like Niagara Falls plumber John
Gross. DiLaura investigated and subse-
quently arrested numerous high profile
Western New York figures from the political,
business and crime worlds, including a raft
of them residing in Niagara County.

DiLaura didn’t always go by the book,
and at times did it his way, leading to con-
frontations with his superiors but winning

him many honors during a career that was
marked by dangerous street confrontations
with armed hoodlums and sharing the back
seat of a car with New York crime boss John
Gotti. 

And how about investigating the rob-
bery of screen actress Sophia Loren in New
York City, a scene she did not want pub-
lished for personal reasons. 

It is all part of the DiLaura journey, and
we will take a look at some of those drama-
filled moments in the career of a special
agent who went to Niagara Falls High
School and now makes a living running a
self-storage business, a far cry from his FBI
days.

Of course, DiLaura’s Buffalo stop in-
cluded working with two men who now sit
as federal judges, the Hon. Richard Arcara
and the Hon. William Skretny. 

Judge Arcara was the United States at-
torney in Buffalo when DiLaura got here in
1975 after five years in wild and wooly New
York City. 

Cases put together by the FBI are pros-
ecuted at the federal level, and Arcara would
have been at the top of the food chain for
federal prosecutions in Buffalo when Di-
Laura came to town and Judge Skretny was
a first assistant under Arcara.

DiLaura remembers both men well, and
sings their praises as prosecutors who were
courageous and committed to bringing true

criminals to justice, while safeguarding the
due process rights of the innocent until
proven guilty. 

So for the next several weeks, we will
examine some of the experiences of special
agent J. Gary DiLaura and kind of put you
right in the seat with him in that unmarked
FBI car as he strives to bring the guilty to
justice and make us all a little safer. 

In a way, my time as an investigative re-
porter in Buffalo corresponds pretty closely
with DiLaura’s time here as a special agent.

We will also examine that connection as part
of the series on this former hard-charging
crime fighter.

Look for Part I of the J. Gary DiLaura
story next week.
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Love him or hate him, J. Gary
DiLaura has an opinion on just
about everyone and everything
with whom he came in contact. 

J. Gary DiLaura came across a
lot of individuals in his leg-
endary career. One of them was
Mafia boss John Gotti. It did
not end well for Gotti. 

Series to Chronicle Life of FBI Special Agent J. Gary DiLaura
Tony Farina

Letters to the Editor
Sweeney Payne you're right!

First are you hitting the nail on the head
with the way this whole City of North
Tonawanda works in all departments. 

But I could go on, but will stay with the
article in the June 30-Jul 08 edition. 

First of all I don't know where you get
the Info that Mr. Wachowicz lives in
Clarence. He did at one time, but since then
he has built a house that encompasses the end
of Sweeney Ct. This is one of his successful
housing developments in our city.

Now I do agree 100% with updating the
Old Colonel Payne for what he wants to do
with the parking lot for the old bowling Alley. 

Just as any other city or town let's not do
what a Benderson does.

Fix up that building on Wheatfield, be-
side probably using it just for part of a ware-
house and the BIG part an eyesore.

Yeah what a great deal on Michael's
Landing again this is a prime example of who
you know, how about that special parking lot
put in by the City and Chained Off only for
use at the banquet facility.

Don't get Me wrong He has put in nice
little affordable houses over the years on
some of the City Streets instead of Empty
Lots, beside the Sweeny Court Houses also
Daigler Drive, after Ryan's  high

cost Homes weren't doing nothing. So
Sad to Hear He works with the Person who
just about killed the spirit of the Volunteer
Fire Co.'s when he was a so called Mayor and
wanted His private Train set

by demolishing the boat Houses at the
part where Niagara River & Canal meet.  I
think that is a man named Burgio, who built,
again who you know !!!!!  This mansion

where a restaurant use to stand about
in that area, but oh No the Owners where

told after a Fire. That is Historic Land, that
is where the Old Niagara Falls Blvd Bridge
Crossing was or something like that ,so they
couldn't rebuild.

AGAIN MONEY TALKS----WORK-
ING PEOPLE LOSE OUT !!!!

Thank You,
Mr. Martinsville

Gotta Better Plan for Housing in Falls

This is in regards to Mike Hudson’s ar-
ticle on the abandoned housing problem from
the Jun 30 – Jul 8th edition.                         

There is a better way to deal with these
abandoned houses than what the current Dys-
ter administration is doing. 

Have the City Inspector determine
which houses can be saved and then spend
the money slated for demolition to rehabili-
tate these houses. Once rehabbed these
houses can be given to residents who are at
the mercy of slumlords renting apartments
and houses that are just above conditions that
would otherwise have those buildings con-
demned. 

Give these now fortunate people the
chance to become homeowners and taxpay-
ers. With the stipulation that they reside in
their new homes for a minimum of five years. 

If vacated within those five years the
homes revert back to this housing develop-
ment project. This would lead to 12 to 25
houses per year back on the tax rolls and 12
to 25 families now as homeowners. 

I find that a homeowner will take much
better care of their property than a renter will.
Let’s give this city back to the people one

house at a time. It’s time for innovative think-
ing and action instead of words. 

Then maybe for once Niagara Falls will
be mentioned in a good way with even the
possibility of other communities following
the Niagara Way to save their housing stock
while helping those less fortunate become
proud homeowners and responsible taxpay-
ers. Frederick  J  Staniszewski 

Niagara Falls / Lasalle   

It's Like the Man Says - for Welfare
workers and asbestos

Read your article on the cleanup of as-
bestos with welfare recipients.

I worked on that program.
If you only knew how many times we

were put in a situation like that.
All the old county buildings were rid-

dled with asbestos. The big shots who told us
to clean up all that crap told us it was full of
asbestos and told us not to tell anybody. If
anybody happened to come around and see
what we were doing, we were told to play
dumb. I can't tell you how much of that we
all inhaled. You would be shocked to know
half the sh*t they pulled on people like my-
self with no choice but to work and without
proper safety equipment or otherwise would
lose benefits.

Jack, off the welfare workfare now

Trash Plan Fails Because it did not
consider the needs of the people

Mr. Hill, a friend of mine, gave me per-
mission to use his foto.

He is a long distance truck driver who
lives on 6th St. and Buffalo Ave. where peo-

ple dump rubbish and debris constantly in the
alley behind his house.

Here, Mr. Hill demonstrates the large
plate glass shards which were dumped in the
alley, behind a house where young children
play.

The glass when dumped was in panels
which the kids may have broken having fun.
Whichever way one looks at it, people are
dumping garbage there because it is easy to
do.

Gerald Skrlin



Dyster gifting the school district with
$100,000 of taxpayer money proves one
thing. The mayor is much better at freez-
ing homeowner water pipes than freezing
his own budget.

Some people refer to it as the
“sweaty palm syndrome.” It’s when city
department heads and political ap-
pointees start thinking about stepping
away from a wounded mayor in order to
slide over to who they hope will be the
next mayor. We prefer to call it the “rats
jumping ship syndrome.” Whatever you
call it we understand it’s alive and well at
city hall.

While it’s true that people passing
the mayor’s nominating petitions are rou-
tinely being met with resistance, there’s
no truth (at least we don’t think so) to the
rumor that Kristen Grandinetti was seen
circulating Dyster’s petition while wear-
ing a fake beard (well, we think it was
fake).

After the Reporter broke the story
about Charles Walker failing to pay his
taxes it’s now fair to say that there’s three
inescapable truths in life: death, taxes
and Charles Walker’s inability to pay
taxes. 

Paul Dyster’s SWEET team car was
spotted on Cayuga Island on June 19,
looking for trash code violators on the
neat, spotless, high-tax paying island.
The joke is that the only thing violating
the city code in the Cayuga Island neigh-
borhood on June 19 was Jayne Park
where the grass was 15 inches tall.

Dyster’s City Democratic Committee
is having serious trouble gathering
enough petition signatures for His Honor.
It’s strange how frozen water lines, $89
million in wasted casino revenue, a mys-
terious $7.6 million deficit, a $50 million
courthouse, department head salaries in
excess of $100,000, millions of dollars
for consultants and endless potholes can
damage a politician’s reputation.

Type casting! Because Mayor Dyster
tried and failed to end the music festival

promotion career of Rick Crogan, we un-
derstand that the mayor is now being
considered for the role of the Devil in
Don McLeans’s legendary rock anthem,
“American Pie.” Remember, Mr. Mayor,
“Fire is the Devil’s only friend.”  

Hold onto your hats. We are told that
Donna Owens is hard at work developing
Mayor Dyster’s parking plan. Consider-
ing how she did with the trash plan
there’s a good chance we’ll end up with
oversized green parking spaces covered
in black trash bags.

Mayor Dyster gave us a canoe
launch, a cricket field, a $50 million
courthouse, a $13 million ice pavilion
renovation and a $44 million train sta-
tion. It almost makes you forget that he
also gave us a $65 million debt, a $7.6
million deficit, a zero balance in the $89
million casino account and a tax in-
crease!

Six weeks ago the Reporter joked
about how the 2016 budget drama was
going to soon unfold. Dyster recently an-
nounced the unexpected $7.6 million
deficit and then the council and mayor
declared a surprise spending freeze.
Next, we’ll see the third act as the con-
troller announces the “drastic state of city
finances.” The Reporter is going to
award an Oscar for “Best city hall per-
formance in the creation of a fiscal cri-
sis” after the 2016 budget closes in
November. 
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City Hall Jokes



To understand Gerald Skrlin, the brilliant
artist and political cartoonist, one has to under-
stand a certain quality in the mind of the man
that almost everybody who has ever known
him has called "defiance."

And if an artist is not defiant, maybe he is
not really much of an artist.

In any event, the Reporter is committed to
telling the whole truth and right next to the
artist's sign calling for scrutiny of allegedly
missing money at City Hall, which proudly
hangs on the artist's home, a home which also
doubles as the Lavinia Porter House Museum,
hangs also a Confederate Flag.

So this is the north and Skrlin has not, to
our knowledge, ever evinced any interest in the
old South, or the Confederacy, or any need to
make any kind of anti-black statement (as some
see the Confederate Flag to be since it was
flown by the state's rights oriented/slave keep-
ing southern states) so why is he flying a Con-

federate Flag all of a sudden?
We didn't even have to ask.
Skrlin wrote, "Obama quote, 'Confederate

flag belongs in a museum." .... Lavinia Porter
House Historic Museum".

President Obama did say he believes the

Confederate flag "belongs in a museum" after
calls to remove the flag in South Carolina came
in following a racially motivated mass murder
in a black church.

Ok. We get it. He doesn't care a bit about
the Confederate Flag. 

He's defiant.

Under bright lights of camera
He steps to the plate
To be judged by the zoom team
And learn of his fate

Get rid of the tall grass
And debris over there
Embarrassed into submission
By viewers’ wide stare

Let the world see what happens
To those who oppose
We’ll make an example
To quiet our foes

The new hire in office
Must show he’s in charge
The more code violations
The more he looks large

Bright colored stickers for the old and
the weak

Focus on soft targets who dare would
not speak

We’ll take all the money from working
class poor

For we’ve wasted their money and now
we need more

Back in the chambers they gather in six
The small one with gavel to quiet the

mix
I must take control and silence the

rhyme
By restricting their speech to MY cho-

sen time
From the high bench they tower                                                                                                                            
deaf ears to our cries
One busy with texting
Her concern a mere guise

If they continue to oppress
If they continue to abuse
The next camera rolling
Might be from Fox News
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Skrlin Flies Confederate Flag in honor/defiance of Obama

A Confederate Flag  appears at Skr-
lin's museum after Obama said the
Confederate Flag belongs in a mu-
seum.

Mayor Paul A. Dyster with celebrated
artist Gerald Skrlin, who often lam-
poons Dyster in cartoons. 
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Auntie  Lynn

Shame on You




