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Headed for Trouble... 



The effects of the stalemated
casino cash continue to be felt through-
out the administration of Niagara Falls
Mayor Paul Dyster. The latest project
to be placed in jeopardy, due to the
cash shortage, is the planned new train
station that is set to move into the final
stage of its three-phase construction
cycle.

The building of a new train station
on Main St. to replace the current,
functioning one on Lockport Rd. was
conceived decades ago,. It sat largely
dormant until Mayor Dyster and city
planner Thomas DeSantis began to
push it into reality.

Phase One of the “Inter-Modal
Transportation Center and Train Sta-
tion” is the renovation and building of
the Underground Railroad Interpretive
Center. That first phase remains cur-
rently incomplete as renovations con-
tinue on the Civil-War-era Custom
House on Whirlpool Street.

Phase Two is moving along now:
the relocation and installation of a new
rail crossing carried out in cooperation
with CSX, a supplier of rail-based
freight transportation in North Amer-
ica.

Phase Three is the heart of the mat-
ter, the actual building of the train sta-
tion terminal.

The entire package is estimated to
hit $45 million, with $25 million al-
ready on hand (although it has never
been properly detailed to the public
where that $25 million came from, it
apparently is committed to the project

from a variety of state and federal
funding sources). Another $16.5 mil-
lion was committed to arrive via the
federal taxpayers with Rep. Louise
Slaughter and Sen. Charles Schumer
taking the credit, as if it were their
money.

In response to a FOIL request, City
Controller Maria Brown informed the
Reporter that the city has already spent
$5,931,843 on the train station, most of
it in consulting and engineering fees
for Wendel Engineering.

In response to our request, Brown
wrote last week, "The total (original)
estimated cost of the Transportation
Center (for the city) …. is $7 million.
This could change with any additional
change orders as time passes."

Since that original estimate,
change orders have come quick and
fast.

Using Dyster's most recent num-
bers, there is a funding gap of at least
$3.5 million over and above the federal
and state money. The city has to come
up with that, and pronto, for the project
to continue.

It is expected that next week the
Mayor will present the council with an
invoice from Wendel expected to total
in the hundreds of thousands of dollars
and this is  on the heels of a $268,750
change order, last October.

Wendel has been paid $3.7 million
to date, just to consult and draw plans.

But that is water under the railroad
bridge.

The city needs millions more to
keep this increasingly costly project
going.

The problem is there’s no casino
cash, no city reserve and no sign of the
casino cash impasse being settled in
the near future or in the favor of the
city.

So how does Niagara Falls Mayor
Paul Dyster close that gap?

We understand that Mayor Dyster
is now promoting the notion that the
city should borrow that gap money.

The challenge to this is that, given
the city's present financial situation,
there is no clear way to pay the money
back. And, with the city’s finances
such as they are, we would expect that
loan to come with a large interest rate
attached.

The train station is an idea rooted
in an outmoded form of transportation
that relies on a non-existent ridership
patronizing a building the city cannot
afford to construct or maintain.

The chickens, it would appear,
have come home to roost.

With approximately six million
visitors to the greater Niagara Falls re-
gion each year, and with approxi-
mately 10,000 train riders coming to
town yearly, that means 16,438 visitors
come by car and 35 visitors arrive by
train on average each day of the year.

To say that virtually no one is rid-
ing the train into town would be an un-
derstatement. So, why build a $45
million train station? Why indeed.

But we’re well past the question of
why because Dyster and his city plan-
ner Thomas DeSantis have said time
and again – with a strange wide-eyed
zealotry – “build it and they will
come.”

In other words, if you build a new
train station (to replace the one already
in operation on Lockport St. which is,
by the way, more than sufficient to ac-
commodate the relatively few train
travelers that come to town), suddenly
more people will decide to ride on
trains. 

But what if, after all, the city can-
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Will Train Station Costs Derail City?
Frank Parlato

Amtrak will provide the same trains
at the proposed new train station as
they do at the present train station
on Lockport Rd. The only difference
will be that city taxpayers will pay
a lot more for a brand new station.



not afford to build it? Forget whether
it’s a smart move. What if, financially,
it’s an impossible move?

If Dyster/DeSantis somehow man-
age to borrow the funds and build the
building, there’s a virtual army of
questions that beg answering.

If this train station goes the way of
the municipal building (and it shows
every sign of doing just that) with
change orders and added costs running
out of control, we could see the final
cost rise from $45 million to as high as
$60 million, or more. Let us not forget,
the municipal building started at $24
million and wound up at $46 million.   

If the same holds true for the train
station, the estimated gap of $3.5 mil-
lion will pale in comparison to the final
number.

The city might have to find not
three or $4 million but $10 million or
$12 million.

And then, should Dyster/DeSantis
somehow manage to fund the project
and cut the ribbon in 2014, will the city
be able to afford daily operation and
maintenance?

City Planner DeSantis told the city
council at an October 2012 meeting
that he had no way of knowing how
much the operation and maintenance
would eventually cost city taxpayers
until the building was completed. He
actually did say that.

An unknown funding gap with no
known way of closing it, operating
costs with no numbers attached, a pro-
jected final cost estimated at $45 mil-
lion (which is years old and certainly
inaccurate), change orders and bump-
ups certain to follow, a hellish financial
position for Niagara Falls...and they
want the taxpayers to somehow, some
way, pay for their train station?

Train travel is, at most, a quaint
niche transportation market. It’s not
worth turning the fiscal future of this

city upside down for decades to come
in some sort of tribute to a long-gone
romantic past when we all rode
trains...rode trains because not every-
one yet owned cars and air travel was
expensive.

Train travel was a part of this city’s
legendary past, a past circa 1948 in
which tourists and travelers were end-
lessly (or so we remember it as such)
coming and going in our downtown.

But what else do we remember or
covet from that past? How about the
Cold War, polio, incredibly high death
rates from cancer and heart disease, no
interstate highway, and institutional-
ized racial discrimination?

People no longer ride trains in any
large numbers and people no longer
churn their own butter. Some things are
better left in the past and fondly re-
membered as they stay there.

To date, there are a number of
questions that Dyster and DeSantis
have either refused to answer or cho-
sen to ignore when asked.

So, we’ll ask some of those ques-
tions here:

If the train station climbs in cost,
as it surely will, how will the city cover
those costs?

Will the city actually hold title to
the building and act as landlord to Am-
trak, Homeland Security and
whomever else locates there in the pro-

posed shops and stores?
What will it cost the city in legal

staff and legal consultants to manage
the building, execute landlord/tenant
agreements and collect rent, etc.?

When will the day-to-day and
yearly operation and maintenance
costs be calculated?

The city will have to hire more po-
lice to secure the building and more
maintenance employees to keep it
clean and functioning: what will this
cost? The municipal building cost
more than $490,000 in 2012 to main-
tain. The train station may cost  as
much or more.

What will it cost to insure the
building and handle the lawsuits due to
injury, etc. that will surely result from
owning and operating a large trans-
portation facility?

Can the city back out of the deal
right now, today, and walk away with
no financial penalty?

Can the city put a hold on the proj-
ect until its finances improve?

Can the city scale down the
size/cost of the project immediately?

Is any or all of the federal money -
$16.5 million – threatened by the cur-
rent sequestration?

There are a lot more questions, but
not many answers coming from Dyster
or DeSantis, the proud fathers of this
costly, homely, transportation baby.

When viewed in the glare of the
city’s dismal financial future, the train
station appears to be bad idea, ill
planned and not properly financed.

Will the project go permanently off
the rails in the coming months or will
Mayor Dyster manage to keep it on
track and on time at great cost to the
city taxpayers?

The most interesting part of this
train ride is right around the corner.
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Day to day operations have never been calculated

Shouldn't we fix the roads first?
Last week, sources told us, a 
member of Mayor Dyster's staff
proposed diverting state DOT 
funding meant for city road 
improvement projects to the train
station. State Sen. George Maziarz
raised an objection.

(Above): A rendering of the planned $45 million plus train station. 
While City Planner Tom DeSantis cannot calculate what the train 
station will wind up costing the city, he is able to estimate new 
ridership. He said it will double. From 27 to 54 arrivals per day.
Do we we need a station this large for 54 arrivals daily?
We have our doubts that a beautiful, new train station will prompt many 
people to travel by train. After all, most of the time spent in travel is spent on
the train, not at the station.
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You can build it, but that doesn’t
mean they will come.

There are about 10,000 riders that
arrive in Niagara Falls each year at the
currently functional train station on
27th St. and Lockport Rd. 

About 27 people per day. 
"Once the (new train) station opens

up, they project that to double, in a
year or two," said City Planner Tom
DeSantis, an enthusiast of spending
$10 or maybe more of city taxpayer
money, along with some $40 million of
federal and state money to build a new
train station.

DeSantis projects that 20,000 peo-
ple will arrive in Niagara Falls per
year, or 55 people per day, after the
new station is built.

Using DeSantis' estimates, it will
probably cost the taxpayers of Niagara
Falls more than $20 per rider to get a
person on a train to arrive here.

In using this number, we must re-
member that some of the present riders
already live in the Falls and use the ex-
isting train station.

27 people per day, on average, ar-
rive here currently. The increase
caused by having a new train station,
according to DeSantis, will mean that

the city will get another 27 riders per
day. To get those extra 27, it will cost
city taxpayers, by our calculations,
about $50 per rider to come into town.

The rider, of course, will still have
to pay for his own ticket. And the $50
does not include the cost to build the
train station, just the building's main-
tenance and operations.

Now consider: They want to build
a new, massive train station and only
54 people will arrive per day.

Another 54, perhaps, will come to
the station to depart.

If the building is open 12 hours,
that means nine people will, on aver-
age, per hour, be in this giant building.

There will be more employees than
riders.

Because train travel has dimin-
ished over the past several decades,
there are fewer arrival and departure
times. Chances are the entire station
will be absolutely empty much of the
time, and then, during arrivals or de-

partures, a couple of times per day,
there will be a dozen or so people in
the building for a few minutes.

Generally those who travel by
train, once they arrive, are weary from
travel and will leave within minutes.

Mayor Dyster hopes to build a
busy, bustling, shining monument,
where a city and its visitors will decide
to convert from the automobile and the
airplane in favor of the train.

If it is built, what is more likely is
that we will posses a building that will
be costly, empty, lonely and will re-
semble the city morgue, with about the
same amount of activity.

In fact, between arrival and depar-
ture times, the employees could sleep
in the corners, or play a rousing game
of stick ball in the giant corridors.

They won’t have much else to do.

Train Station Numbers Just Don't Add Up
Frank Parlato

The present train station is not
much to look at, but then again not
many people have to look at it. With
nine scheduled departures daily,
many trips have only two or three
people boarding here.

The present train station may be
small, but it will cost $45 million
plus to build a new one and 
probably $500,000 or more per
year to maintain. 

While many children love to play
with trains, usually, when adult-
hood comes, the desire goes away.

If the whole world stands
against you sword in hand,
would you still dare to do
what you think is right?



It’s hard to believe that he’s seri-
ous.

Mayor Paul Dyster - at a time
when the city is busted and the casino
money is gone – is recommending that
the city borrow money to complete the
Dyster/DeSantis train station.

The mayor, who just a couple of
months ago recommended firing city
employees and raising taxes to cover
his budget shortfall, wants to go to
lenders, hat in hand, in order to cover
his train station funding gap of more
than $3.5 million.

This $45 million plus “Inter Modal
Transportation Center and Train Sta-
tion” has always been, in our opinion,
a terrible bit of transportation planning.
But it has now become the potential
cherry on the top of the bankruptcy

sundae that this city is going to be
forced to consume should Dyster have
his way.

Forget the mayor’s statistics about
the popularity of train travel. Just ask
yourself, when was the last time you
gave serious thought to taking a train
anywhere? Whether you want a ro-
mantic weekend in Toronto, or you
want to zip down to Cleveland to see
relatives, or maybe visit New York
City for a Yankees game with your
buddies, or go to sunny Florida to get
away, or visit friends in California.
Would you take a train in any of these
scenarios?

Most people want the convenience
and mobility of taking their car. If the
trip is longer, most prefer to fly.

A train station is romantic, it

harkens back to a time when Niagara
Falls had a picturesque downtown, the
world moved slower, and life was less
complicated. Unfortunately, that was
then and this is now. The train has
come and gone, and so have the cov-
ered wagon and the rowboat.

The reality is that while the mayor
continues to pile on overhead costs it
can’t possibly afford with his “Inter-
Modal Transportation Center and Train
Station,” the city’s roads are largely
still abominable and our airport, which
merits further development, remains
undersized.

Automobile and airplane are the
way we travel today, so what do Dyster
and his chief planner Thomas DeSantis
do? They build a train station. It would
be laughable if it weren’t so financially

irresponsible and, perhaps, ultimately
tragic.

Mayor Dyster is going to risk mu-
nicipal bankruptcy for a mode of trans-
portation that hasn’t been popular in
sixty years.

5

Rail Travel May be Outdated But That Won't Stop Dyster

At one time, a train conductor was
a prominent figure in society. See
back row, right. 

At one time, many young boys
wanted to be a train conductor
when they grew up. Now the 
impulse is fairly rare.

Trains were once a big part of American life.

Editorial

Mayor Paul Dyster's plan for a
new train station may be off track. 



Has there ever been a project more
determined not to get done?

Lewiston Road seems to be the
bridesmaid, always in waiting. The
long suffering route took another
glancing blow as construction came to
an unexpected halt last Friday after Ac-
cadia Site Contracting stopped work-
ing. As of press time, it was expected
that work would not proceed and the
job is on hold.

The contractor said he found it
necessary to stop due to a payment
problem.

Accadia was awarded the contract
to work on the Route 104 project in
October 2012 after the previous con-
tractor Man O’ Trees walked off the
job.

Work had been proceeding inter-
mittently with the weather, but there
was activity until the payment dispute.

The contractor uncovered some
“unforeseen obstructions in the
ground.”

They continued to proceed as best
they could, but ultimately, they could
not advance without assurance that ad-
ditional payment would be made, ac-
cording to Anthony Milone,  project
manager for Accadia. He said the ap-
propriate paperwork was prepared, but
the City’s supervising engineers, Wen-
del Duchscherer, refused to sign off on
the extra work order.

City Engineer Jeffrey Skurka had
no comment on the recent develop-
ments.

Lewiston Road has been the sub-
ject of litigation and drama since the
discovery of more than anticipated ra-
dioactive material during the road re-

construction process. It has been a
source of inconvenience and concern
over potential deleterious health effects
from exposure to what has been de-
scribed as radioactive "slag."

There is a lawsuit pending in NY
State Supreme Court before Judge
Frank Caruso arising out of the alleged
actions of the city and the previous
contractor Man O’ Trees.

Man O’ Trees is represented by Ni-
agara Falls attorney John Bartolomei,
and his client has claimed that the city
misrepresented the extent of environ-
mental hazards under the road and then
refused to pay for the additional costs
of safely cleaning it up.

The Lewiston Road project started
in August of 2009, and was to include
new asphalt and concrete pavement,
curbs, sidewalks, storm drains, sanitary
and water lines and electrical work
from Bath Avenue to the north city
line.

Before Man O’ Trees left the job-
site last year with about 50 percent of
the work completed, the city had paid
the contractor for about 85 percent of
the original $7,713,000 contract. Be-
cause of mistakes and change orders
the final cost of the project is expected
to exceed $12 million and may be as
high as $16 million before it is com-
pleted, not counting legal fees or dam-
ages.

The city will try to recover some
costs by suing Man O' Trees bonding
company Hanover Insurance.

Eighty percent of the original job
was to be paid for with federal money
and the remaining share by the state
and city. However, due to the blunders
and alleged errors and omissions, it is
uncertain just how much of the near

doubling of costs will be absorbed by
the city.

What should have been an
$800,000 investment by the city has
become one almost certain to run in the
multiple millions.

The project was scheduled to be
completed more than two years ago.

Critics of Mayor Paul Dyster point
to the fact that when the contract for
the original construction work was
awarded, Dyster did not have a li-
censed engineer in place to represent
the city. After firing the former city en-
gineer on the first day of his adminis-
tration, it took him nearly a year and
half to find a replacement.

When he did, he hired an engineer
from Los Angeles, Ali Marzban, who
he fired following a report in this pub-
lication that revealed that he did not
have an engineering license.

After he was fired, the Lewiston
project moved on without a city engi-
neer to monitor the project and costs
exploded.

The outside consulting engineer,
Wendel Engineering, took over the
monitoring duties, as the city had no

official representative. This worked
out well for Wendel, who had been
originally hired as the engineering con-
sultant at $1.395 million and to date
has been paid more than $4.1 million
and that figure is climbing.

A meeting to address the current
situation between Accadia and the City
has yet to be scheduled.
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Darryl McPherson
Lewiston Road Follies Continue

"What helps people,
helps business."
Advertise in the

Niagara Falls Reporter
Call Michelle Reeb 

716-207-0323



A required report showing how
$350,000 of casino money was spent
by the Underground Railroad Heritage
Commission has not been filed with
the City of Niagara Falls, according to
city records.

The Underground Railroad Her-
itage Commission was created by, and
is the brainchild of, Niagara Falls
Mayor Paul Dyster.

By law, organizations that receive
casino money must file a report with
the state and city to show how they
spend the money.

Following the publication of an ar-
ticle in the Niagara Falls Reporter last
May 22, where it was reported that the
Underground Railroad Heritage Com-
mission was two years late in filing a
financial accounting of $350,000 in
casino money it received, the attorney
for the commission, Lawrence Rubin,
filed a report on May 29, 2012 for the
2010 year.

The report showed that in the first
few months of receiving the money, al-
most none of it was spent.

It is now almost three years since
the commission got their check on July
1, 2010. Once again, they are two years
late in filing.

"I only have to date a 2010 finan-
cial report," City Controller Maria
Brown wrote in response to a FOIL re-
quest. "They never sent to the City
(the) 2011 (report)."

This is not all the city is waiting for
either.

According to Brown, the city not
only gave $350,000 to the Heritage
Commission, the city also advanced
$40,000 that was to be repaid to the
city by the Heritage Commission. To
date, the Commission has not repaid
the money.

The $40,000 was used so that the
Heritage Commission could contribute
their share to secure a $106,739 grant
that came from NYS Community Cap-
ital Assistance Program, which pro-
vides grants for cultural and artistic
endeavors. The grant money was said
to be used to hire Riggs Ward Design,
a development and design firm located
in Richmond, Va..

Brown confirmed the money has

not been repaid.
"Of this money, they (promised to

repay)….. We still have not been paid
the $40,000."

The missing report might give us
some insight into why the Heritage
Commission has not paid back the city,

how much they have spent on various
consultants, and why, after more than
four years of planning, the ribbon has
not been cut on the tiny Underground
Railroad Interpretive exhibit that is
planned to open in the old Customs
House on Whirlpool St.
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Frank Parlato

Underground Railroad Commission Has Not 
Accounted for Money

Mayor Paul Dyster was the driving force behind getting money to the 
Underground Railroad Heritage Commission.  But where is the money?



Maybe this is what Niagara Falls
needs: A world class karate expert
looking to win a seat on the city coun-
cil.

Niagara Falls native Russ Vesci, a
black belt karate champion with a per-
fect 57-0 record in full contact compe-
tition, might just be the right man to
join the council, perhaps joining with
the present majority in 2014 on their
quest to halt the spend and tax policies
of Mayor Paul Dyster.

Vesci, 46, a Republican by regis-
tration, officially announced this week
his intention to run in heavily Demo-
cratic Niagara Falls.

“Experience tells me that the prob-
lems of this city aren’t Republican or
Democratic problems," he said. "We
have to avoid emphasizing party labels
and start emphasizing the solutions to
the problems. I can work with anyone
who wants to improve things."

Vesci, who has never run for polit-
ical office before, is employed at the
Niagara Falls Waste Water Plant in the
maintenance department caring for the
facilities. He has worked for the past
21 years.

"Yes," he said, "I am a man who
works with my hands."

Vesci resides with his wife Pam on
MacKenna Avenue.

“I have some experience at the
grass-roots level in organizing a block
club," Vesci said. "Pam and I worked
with some wonderful people through
the East Side Block Club; In fact, our
block club was honored as block club
of the year in 2003.”

In addition to his skill in the art of
self-defense, Vesci is a professional
musician, having performed with nu-
merous bands on a multiplicity of in-
struments. Vesci has played the electric
and acoustic guitar, bass, keyboards
and drums during a musical career
spanning more than 20 years.

Lately he has been performing less
as his interest in public life has in-
creased.

“I have been playing since my
teens and I performed with bands for
many years,” Vesci said. “But, as you
get older, the nights get longer, and I
chose to step away. I’m a member of a
blues band now, but really it is more
for the love of the music and to have
fun."

Vesci composes and records in a
12 track studio he built in his home.

His father, Pat Vesci - a well-
known figure in the local political
scene for many years - inspired his son

to learn how to play music through the
father and son learning to play the ac-
cordion.

He also inspired his son to political
life.

“My father was a great man," said
Vesci, "And he loved politics. He was
a loyal, die-hard Republican and
worked on dozens of campaigns over
the years.”

Vesci has met with the City Repub-
lican Committee to, as he said it, "re-
spectfully seek their endorsement."

“The holdup of the casino funds
and the future of casino cash overall,
the lack of downtown development
and high taxes are killers right now,
and, of course, crime.” Vesci said.
“And, although I have never run for

political office before, I want to serve
the city I was born and raised in. I don't
have magic answers, but I will roll up
my sleeves and work alongside those
who are trying to make this city a bet-
ter place to live and to work.”

Vesci, as befits a man who lives the
life Karate teaches, has been a deter-
rent for crime in the city. One notable
incident occurred on January 23, 2002,
when he witnessed two men who had
robbed a woman, tying her up with a
cord. He was driving his car and he
stopped and sprang into action, chasing
the two men who fled. One escaped
but he caught the other man and sub-
dued him for the police.

“Once I caught the guy, I managed
to get him in a pretty good hold. He
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"Spending needs to be curbed. 
Frivolous spending means you have
to increase taxes. When you raise
taxes, the for-sale signs go up.
Crime, drugs and the filth of the city
is residual to the overspending that
has occurred in the city for decades.
Out of control spending has to be
curbed. This is the very epicenter of
what has been wrong with the city
for so many years."
Russ Vesci, Niagara Falls Council
Candidate

'Karate Kid' for Council? Might Be the Right Time
Frank Parlato



wasn’t going anywhere and we kept
him for the police,” said Vesci.

The man Vesci nabbed told police
who the other mugger was and he was
arrested.

Vesci was honored with a procla-
mation for his hands-on crime fighting
by the city council.

“Karate is about discipline and it’s
about focusing your energy on the job
at hand. Everything comes back to dis-
cipline and focus, if you want to do it
right," Vesci said. Then turning to the

topic of Niagara Falls, he added, "I
firmly believe that focus and energy
are the keys to solving the problems of
Niagara Falls.”

There is an ageless proverb, often
associated with the East: When the stu-
dent is ready, the teacher will appear.

It may be a good time to turn that
a different way: When Niagara Fall is
ready, the council candidate will ap-
pear.

Russ Vesci thinks it’s his time. 

9
Vesci will seek to cut ‘frivolous’ spending

"Even after many years, kata 
practice is never finished, for there
is always something new to be
learned about executing a 
movement." ~ Shoshin Nagamine

"If someone asked me what a
human being ought to devote the
maximum of his life to, I would 
answer: training. Train more than
you sleep." ~Mas Oyama

"A punch should stay like a 
treasure in the sleeve. It should not
be used indiscriminately." 
~ Chotoku Kyan

"Karate-do is definitely a martial
way, and its identity lies in 'do' or
principles. Any martial art without
proper training of the mind turns
into beastly behavior." 
~ Shoshin Nagamine

Karate is a way of life. It is not for show or fashion. It is a lifetme study, a
way of living your life with discipline, honesty, achievement and honor."
~ Russ Vesci

"The ultimate aim of Karate lies not
in victory or defeat, but in the
perfection of the character of its
participants." ~ Gichin Funakoshi

"No matter how strong the rival,
the just will always win."
~ Mas Oyama
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I would like to tip my hat to Robert
Restaino for his excellent observations
in his guest view column last Sunday
in the Niagara Gazette, in which he
called on the public to demand “more
than rhetoric from our governor and
state representatives” in dealing with
the problems that many Western New
York communities are facing, espe-
cially Niagara County.

Restaino, a former judge and most
recently a candidate for the State As-
sembly, sounds like he’s still eager to
serve and he offers plenty of food for
thought when he commented that all
too often the state seems to use West-
ern New York and Niagara Falls--as in
the recent talk of a new casino for the
Cataract City--without really trying to
help.

The observation, of course, is on
the mark as it seems that Gov.
Cuomo’s recent talk of putting a non-
Indian casino in Niagara Falls is most
likely an attempt to squeeze the Seneca
Nation into an agreement in the current
arbitration talks to settle the long-
standing exclusivity issue that has
dried up casino revenue for the three
Western New York host communities,

a fight that has left Niagara Falls on the
brink of bankruptcy.

Restaino also sensibly argues that
maybe the state should pay the host
communities their share of the revenue
during the arbitration process, taking
the pressure off the local governments,
as happened recently with the $2.5 mil-
lion the state gave to Salamanca to deal
with their shortfall. Restaino rightly
notes that local state representatives for
the most part have “failed to bring this
message to Albany and achieve results
for their constituents,” possibly be-
cause they are beholden to special in-

terests.
Whatever the reasons, local repre-

sentatives, and we must include the
mayor in this category, have not deliv-
ered much of anything for Niagara
Falls and Niagara County (or Buffalo,
for that matter), when it comes to the
gambling impasse that is crippling the
area. Restaino is on the mark when he
refers to the Niagara Falls City Council
which has asked the question, “Who’s
fighting for little Niagara Falls?” The
answer, of course, seems to be nobody.
The mayor and local representatives
haven’t brought home much of any-
thing from the Cuomo Administration
during the gaming fight.

Restaino recalls that local history
is filled with empty state promises by
state officials “that have resulted in the
diversion of revenues from natural re-
sources in our communities, to the ben-
efit of other areas downstate and
outside of New York, while our state
representatives stand by and do noth-
ing.”

Restaino’s call for the public to
hold local city and state officials ac-
countable for the deteriorating condi-
tions sounds like he’s ready to run for
something, and judging from his re-
marks, the public might be well served

finding a place for Restaino to serve
this community in the future.

Western New York and Niagara
Falls in particular may not be getting
the bang for the buck they deserve
from their local elected officials when
it comes to dealing with the state, and
one could argue it is time to change
course. We’ll have to wait and see if
Restaino will try again, but it sounds
like he should, and his willingness to
take on the political establishment is
badly needed in these parts.

Tony Farina
Restaino’s Call to Arms Right on the Mark

"For the resolute and
determined there is
time and opportunity,"
~ Ralph Waldo 
Emerson

Robert Restaino



It appears that a decision on
whether to go forward with hydraulic
fracturing in New York State is at least
a year away and possibly as many as
five years as Gov. Cuomo, according
to a recent story by the Associated
Press, has canceled a plan for as many
as 40 test wells in southern New York
pending results of a new health study
that has yet to begin.

The delay should come as no sur-
prise to most New Yorkers as both
sides in the fracking debate are loaded
for bear and it is a highly-charged po-
litical issue for the governor who is al-
ready facing public wrath across the
state for his hastily enacted gun-con-
trol legislation.  This for a chief exec-
utive who had been riding high in the
polls and eyeing a bid for the White
House in 2016.  He might be better off
politically to keep fracking in a hold-
ing pattern, but that has political risks,
too, with so much at stake for both
sides.

In any event, the latest delay re-
portedly came after Cuomo talked to
his former brother-in-law, Robert F.
Kennedy Jr., about the fracking issue
and the upcoming Geisinger Health

System study which is described as
still in its early planning stages.  The
new delay, and the political hazards for
all state politicians, gives lawmakers
more breathing room in the highly-
charged debate between the drilling in-
terests eager to capitalize on the natural
gas boom and the star-studded anti-
fracking forces led by Yoko Ono who
fear that fracking is a health threat.

Whatever was behind the latest
delay on fracking, it is probably fair to
say the governor might be politically
gun-shy (no pun intended) about the
controversial drilling process given the

backlash he is getting from his SAFE
Act legislation that has triggered a run
on gun sales and protests in Albany
against Cuomo.

There’s also another wrinkle in the
fracking controversy as the man de-
scribed as Cuomo’s top environmental
adviser has resigned his $150,000-a-
year post as deputy secretary for en-
ergy and environment, effective March
1.

Robert Hallman, former chairman
of the New York League of Conserva-
tion Voters, an environmental group,
had been named last year to a 12-mem-
ber state advisory panel by DEC to

study hydraulic fracturing, according
to the Albany Times Union.

Hallman declined comment on his
resignation and Cuomo’s press office
told the Times Union the departure was
amicable.

The governor’s office said Hall-
man’s energy role will be assumed by
Richard Kauffman who was named by
Cuomo as his energy czar during his
State of the State speech in January.
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Tony Farina
Fracking Decision Delayed Again; Top Cuomo Energy Aide Resigns

The neighboring state of Ohio has
said "yes" to fracking. It has
brought jobs and wealth to some.
The environmental impact has not
yet been fully assessed.

Robert Hallman Richard Kauffman



Gov. Andrew Cuomo spoke at
length in his January State of the State
speech on the Hurricane Sandy disas-
ter, and his strategies for dealing with
ongoing climate change as it impacts
downstate coastlines. 

"We propose a Recreate New York
Home Buyout program," he said.
"There are some places where people
may choose not to build back... parcels
that Mother Nature owns.” 

“She may only visit once every
few years, but she owns the parcel and
when she comes to visit, she visits. We
want to run a program that will provide
the funds to buy out those homeowners
who don’t want to rebuild and want to
move on to higher ground literally, and
that would be smart," he added. 

To back up his words with action,
the governor announced the inclusion
of $3.4 billion in the state executive
budget towards the buyout and demo-
lition of New York City homes likely
to be or already damaged by extreme
weather events. Pending federal ap-
proval, the program proposes to reim-
burse homeowners in the disaster area
at the full pre-storm market value of
their home, with a five percent bonus
if they relocate in the same county. 

If a house has not been damaged

but is deemed to be located in a vulner-
able area, the homeowner could be el-
igible for a whopping 10-to-15 percent
bonus above market value to sell and
relocate. If all the homeowners on a
given designated storm or flood-prone
block agree to sell, they could be eligi-
ble for yet another 10 percent. The va-
cated land would theoretically be
"returned to nature", reducing future
risks to life and property. 

Of course, no reasonable person
would begrudge our hard-hit fellow
New Yorkers disaster aid. The suffer-
ing from Sandy was epic and heart
wrenching. However, Lake Ontario
shoreline businesses and homeowners
here in Niagara County will also be ex-
periencing much the same devastating
circumstances, only these will not be
caused by a killer storm, they will
occur as a direct result of Cuomo's
policies. 

Last year the Cuomo administra-
tion played a key role in developing
the "BV7" plan for raising Lake On-
tario water levels. The annual average
increase of up to a foot in water levels
is projected to dramatically increase
economic losses to Niagara County
shoreline property owners, in terms of
shore protection maintenance ($2.62
million), additional erosion costs to

properties ($160,000), flooding
($310,000) and loss of recreational
boating ($1.13 million). In other
words, our region would take an an-
nual $4.2 million hit under the Cuomo
proposal. 

The plan also lists annual increases
in anticipated revenues for the NYPA
St. Lawrence ($3.44 million) and
Hydro Quebec ($1.96 million) hy-
dropower generation plants that would
result from raising the water levels. 

Days after Sandy hit, the Gov.
Cuomo created the "New York State
2100 Commission" to address climate
change challenges. The commission's
report, which was released last month,
recommends that home buyout pro-

grams be extended to all residents of
New York State who are exposed to
extreme weather risks arising from cli-
mate change, including those who live
and work on the southern shoreline of
Lake Ontario. 

A cynical dictum recently put to
overuse has it that a politician should
"never let a good disaster go to waste".
We would like to think that Cuomo
cares about all New Yorkers in distress,
not only those who fell victim to
Sandy's wrath in the space of a few
days, but also those who stand to lose
their homes and livelihoods over the
next decade as a direct result of his
BV7 plan for Lake Ontario. 

Where's the relief for us?
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Cuomo Favors NYC Relief, Ignores Upstate
James Hufnagel



There may be as many as eight
men running for two seats on the Ni-
agara Falls School Board this season.

While not all have officially an-
nounced, and given the crowded field
some may ultimately choose not to
run, the list of men who have ex-
pressed a serious interest in running
appears to consist of the two incum-
bent board members.

Don King, who operates the Polly
King Art Gallery is seeking his eighth

term and Rev. Kevin Dobbs, the
founder and pastor of the Christ Re-
demption Tabernacle Church in Niag-
ara Falls, is seeking his fourth term.

In addition to the two incumbents,
two other candidates have emerged
and announced their intention to run.
They are Herbert Lewis, a Seneca Ni-
agara Casino Security Officer, and An-
thony Paretto, an electrician, with
strong support from city Democrats,
led by Nick Forster.

Also said to be considering a run
are Nick Melson, a former aide to for-
mer Assemblywoman Francine Del
Monte; Tyrone Wooten, a carpenter
and board member of Niagara Organ-
izing Alliance for Hope;  Ron Barstys,
a teacher and bowling coach and Mike
Gawel, an accountant and executive
member of the Niagara Falls City Re-
publican Committee.

And who knows, there may be
more entering the race.

Traditionally, the school board
elections are rather tame affairs, with
only a fraction, sometimes hovering
around 10 percent, of eligible voters
coming out to vote. But if most of
these men actually run, we may see a
contrast of ideas, a keener interest by
the community in the management of
the school district, and, as a conse-
quence, new voting turnout records.
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Don King (L) and Rev. Kevin Dobbs (R) are the incumbents.

School Board Election Attracting Big Field

Niagara Falls City Electrician An-
thony “Tony” Paretto has joined the
list of a growing field of candidates
who will be seeking one of two seats
on the Niagara Falls City School Board
in the 2013 election. 

Election Day for the School Board
will be Tuesday, May 21st. 

Paretto has worked as a union elec-
trician for over twenty years and is cur-
rently a city electrician. He resides in
LaSalle with his wife, Sue, and his
three children, Kaitlyn, Michael, and
Anthony Jr.  Paretto is also a volunteer
coach for the Niagara Falls High
School Football team and the Niagara
Falls Junior Football Club. 

According to a press release an-

nouncing his candidacy, Paretto, who
is expected to have the support of the
Niagara County Democratic Commit-
tee, led by County Chairman Nick
Forster, said he hopes to bring his
knowledge of contracting and infra-
structure improvement to the school
board, as the district embarks on a $68
million capital improvement project. 

“I have three kids of my own in
the school district, and I’m in this race
for one basic reason: to be a fresh
voice for the children and families of
Niagara Falls,” Paretto said. “My num-
ber one goal is to make sure our teach-
ers have all the tools needed to educate
our children to the highest possible
standards.” 

Anthony “Tony” Paretto Announces Run for School Board

For God has not given
us a spirit of fear, but
of power and of love
and of a sound mind.
Timothy 1:7



Some people, including some in
the media, were apparently misled by
Gov. Andrew Cuomo's December an-
nouncement that Maid of the Mist
owner James V. Glynn will be paying
New York almost three times more rent
for his boat tours than he was paying
before he lost his Canadian license.

The fact is, it is not true.
If the Cuomo- Glynn deal survives

lawsuits and environmental chal-
lenges, Glynn will pay double on his
boat tours to New York State.

From four percent to eight percent
of gross boat tour sales.

The rent the governor is referring
to as nearly tripling is not for the boats
alone, but the combined rent Glynn
pays on boat tours, a souvenir store and
the fee he pays the state for the exclu-
sive right to control and collect all ad-
mission money for the State's
Observation Tower.

Hornblower Cruises and Events,
who competed against Glynn and other
companies and won the right to operate
boat tours in Ontario, will be paying
around 33 percent in a complicated
rent formula that will see Hornblower
pay more than $60 million in the first

five years alone as a guarantee.
That is more than Glynn will pay

in boat tour rent for the entire 30 years
of his Cuomo-sponsored lease.

Compared to Hornblower's 33 per-
cent rent, Glynn's eight percent rent is
more than just a sweetheart deal - it is
rip-off of the public.

Then again Glynn always gets
sweet deals from government officials
and, until the Niagara Falls Reporter
published the terms of deals, the public
never even knew it.

In 1971, when he first started op-
erating the Maid of the Mist Steamboat
Company, Glynn paid both the Ontario
and New York State Parks 10 percent
of gross boat tour sales.

When he renewed his Ontario
lease in 1981, the Niagara Parks Com-

mission (NPC) raised his rent to 12
percent.

In 1989, Ontario raised him to 15
percent.

In 2002, when Glynn's New York
lease expired, the State Parks, instead
of raising his rent, reduced his rent
from 10 per cent to 4 percent.

The public was never told that
State Parks dropped his rent by 60 per-
cent.

And, despite the New York state
law requiring competitive bidding for
leases on public lands, there was no
bidding. State Parks, when questioned,
said they had no choice but to give the
lease to Glynn because he had the
Canadian docks, the only place to store
boats in winter.

In 2008, a group of NPC commis-
sioners in Ontario (who were later
fired for their roles in the Glynn lease)
determined also to decrease Glynn's
rent, using a sliding scale formula that
made it look like Glynn would pay
slightly more in rent (17.5 percent) but
in reality he would pay a lower rent.
Using a sliding scale based on low
threshold gross revenue figure, much
of his rent -- over the 25-year life of the
secretly negotiated lease - was to be
paid at 5.5 percent.

After the Reporter discovered the

terms of this lease, we revealed our
findings. The Toronto Globe and Mail,
using documents we provided to them,
secured the services of a forensic ac-
countant who confirmed Glynn's rent
would go down by an astonishing
$600,000 per year in the first year
alone, and this was at a time when the
NPC was laying off more than one
hundred park workers.

In 2011, an open bidding process
was ordered in Ontario and in 2012
Hornblower won, paying, as we said
above, a rent of 33 percent, netting the
Canadians more than $300 million
more than what Glynn would have
paid had the lease not gone out for bid-
ding.

Last December, Gov. Cuomo told
a gullible media that he saved the boat
tours in New York and raised Glynn's
rent to boot.

According to the Memorandum of
Understanding between Glynn and the
state, the rent for Glynn will be 8 per-
cent, or less than a quarter of what
Hornblower will be paying.  In fact,
Glynn's eight percent rent is less than
the 10 percent he paid for most of the
tenure of his New York lease.

That is why it is factual that Horn-
blower is offering $100 million more
than Glynn in New York.
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Frank Parlato

James V. Glynn prefers a 
sweetheart deal. 

The Glynn Sweetheart Lease Graph

Glynn Will Pay Double, Not Triple Boat Rent in New State Deal

The graph compares the rent that Maid of the Mist owner James V. Glynn
paid to the State of New York and Ontario over the years. Glynn pays a 
percentage of gross boat tour revenue. In 2014, the comparison is made 
between  Hornblower Cruises in Ontario and what Glynn will pay, if his
deal with the governor holds, to New York.  



The new deal between the state
and the Maid of the Mist, negotiated
behind closed doors and now the sub-
ject of a lawsuit by a rival boat tour op-
erator, is a story that keeps on giving
and one that raises many questions,
from its no-bid process to the trail of
political donations leading to Gov.
Cuomo’s announcement last Dec. 4
that was described as the governor sav-
ing the franchise and its famed tours
from the scrap heap. 

You can read in this week’s edi-
tions about those political donations
and the actual rent Jimmy Glynn’s
Maid of the Mist will be paying the
state under the new agreement to run
the boat tours, and even with the rent
Glynn will be paying on the souvenir
story and the Observation Tower
thrown in, the total is still more than
$100 million less than rival Horn-
blower Yachts was prepared to pay the
state to operate the boats. 

But there’s even more food for
thought on the whole Maid story when
you consider that Mayor Paul Dyster
and the Niagara Falls Historic Com-
mission are on record as promoting the
ruins of the former Schoellkopf Power

Plant for the State and National Regis-
ter of Historic Places around the same
time Cuomo designated the site for the
construction of boat storage docks for
Glynn. 

Three letters, dated in early De-
cember of last year after Cuomo rode
into town to save the Maid of the Mist,
clearly promote the Schoellkopf site
for historical designation. The Niagara
Falls Reporter has obtained copies of
the three letters which were obtained
through a Freedom of Information re-
quest by attorneys involved in the cur-
rent lawsuit. 

In a letter dated Dec. 7, 2012, three
days after the Cuomo announcement,
the Niagara Falls Historic Preservation
Commission advised state Historic
Preservation officials that after a re-
view it found “the Schoellkopf site…a
significant historic site because it is
where the production of electricity as
a commodity began in 1881; the devel-
opment of cheap and abundant elec-
tricity fueled New York State’s growth
as an industrial titan. In the ruins of the
power plant, there are significant con-
tributing components of the original
structure which gives a clear under-
standing of hydroelectric power at the
site.” The letter from Commission

Chairperson Andrea Galyn “applauds
the efforts” to advance the site for des-
ignation to the State and National Reg-
ister. 

Among those receiving a copy of
the endorsement letter from the Niag-
ara Falls Preservation Commission
was Mayor Dyster. 

A few days later, in a letter dated
Dec. 12, 2012, Dyster wrote a letter to
the same state Historic Preservation of-
ficial, Ruth Pierpont, acknowledging
receipt of a letter from state officials
proposing the nomination of the
Schoellkopf site to the State and Na-
tional Register of Historical Places. 

Dyster wrote that his office con-
curred with the proposed application,
saying “the Schoellkopf Power Station
site, its associated ruins and remaining
structures, constitute a significant set
of resources for interpreting hydroelec-
tric production at the site and more im-
portantly that chapter of the city’s
history.” 

In a letter to Chairperson Pierpont
dated Dec. 17, 2012, some two weeks
after Cuomo announced the deal with
Glynn that would construct boat stor-
age docks at the Schoellkopf site, the
chairman of the Niagara Falls National
Heritage Area, Thomas Chambers,

called the Schoellkopf site “worthy of
listing” in the National Register of His-
toric Places. 

All this letter-writing promoting
the site for historic designation was
after the new deal with Glynn was an-
nounced by Cuomo and an agreement
(MOU) was signed (Nov. 30, 2012) to
clear the way for Glynn to invest $32
million into the Schoellkopf site to
build storage docks for his boats on the
American side so he can keep his fran-
chise. 

I guess when it comes to clearing
the way for Glynn’s storage docks, his-
toric landmarks can be swept aside
without so much as a peep from Mayor
Dyster, who was on board with the his-
toric designation at some point during
the process. But Dyster’s silence
should be expected because he is rarely
out of step with Gov. Cuomo, no mat-
ter the issue and no matter how it ad-
versely affects his city. 

The question now is whether
Glynn and the state will be able to get
the docks built in time to store his
boats for the winter with the pending
lawsuit from Hornblower and environ-
mental challenges to the agreement in
the works.
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Dyster, Others Championed Glynn Dock Site As Worthy of
Historical Landmark Designation



How cute, the way government
works today.

A thousand dollars here, $25,000
there, and pretty soon we’re talking big
bucks.

It is said $50,000  will get you a
private audience with the governor.
But, don’t worry about the unseemli-
ness of it all, because politicians in Al-
bany are working on the next round of
campaign finance reform to fix it.

It’s like those high-denomination
lottery tickets you see at the conven-
ience store – you can’t believe anyone
would pay that much, but then again
someone has to win, right? The trick is
in figuring out just who gave what to
whom and then stepping back to look
at the big picture.

One local winner that has im-
proved their odds by diversifying their
“investments” is the Glynn family.

On January 19, 2012, just weeks
before Glynn’s Maid of the Mist Cor-
poration lost their Canadian boat-tour
license to Hornblower Yachts, LLC,
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand sent a letter to
the Ontario Niagara Parks Commission
stating that “The Maid of the Mist is
one of the premier attractions on the
United States side of Niagara Falls and

is a top economic driver, with over-
whelming tourist enjoyment of the
Maid’s safe, pleasant and affordable
experience…I want to stress that you
make every effort to maintain U.S.
jobs and uphold the quality of service
currently provided.”

Campaign finance disclosures
show that Chris Glynn, President of
Maid of the Mist, donated $1,000 to
the Gillibrand for Senate committee on
January 23, 2012.

Sen. Charles Schumer would also
write a letter on the Glynn’s behalf as
well, but it was too little, too late. In
February 2012, the Ontario govern-
ment awarded the license by open
competitive bid to Hornblower, se-
verely jeopardizing the Glynn family
business’ very existence.

Between that fateful February de-
cision and December’s announcement
by Gov. Cuomo that Maid of the Mist,
NY State Parks, and the New York
Power Authority entered into an agree-
ment saving the Glynn’s family busi-
ness, a series of curious campaign
contributions were made that, if read
correctly, show just a hint of how the
game works.

In addition to Chris Glynn’s dona-
tion, Gillibrand also received $1,000
from developer L.P. Ciminelli.

Ciminelli, a former chairman of NYPA
himself, had been working behind the
scenes with the Glynns in preparing
and negotiating the deal to save Maid
of the Mist.

In May, Ciminelli donated $25,000
to Gov.  Cuomo and $5,000 to State
Sen. George Maziarz.

Ciminelli was responsible for put-
ting together the $32 million budget
for the new Maid of the Mist winter
storage facilities on the site of the old
Schoellkopf Power Plant. This budget,
made part of the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding between Maid of the Mist,
State Parks and NYPA, was completed
in September of 2012.

The construction work on a project
that size for Ciminelli would certainly
justify playing the government game
by making sure you had a seat at the

table.
This is why, if you only looked at

the Glynn’s campaign contributions,
you could very well miss out on the
whole sordid picture.

In fact, according to New York
campaign disclosures, the Glynn’s
have only given $1,000 directly to
Cuomo during his 2010 election cam-
paign through Maid of the Mist.

The bulk of the reported Maid of
the Mist Corp. donations since 2005
have gone to Sen. Maziarz - more than
$12,000. Niagara Falls Mayor Paul
Dyster also received $1,000 in each of
his mayoral runs from the company.

One of the problems with New
York’s campaign disclosure require-
ments was exposed during the first two
years of Gov. Cuomo’s first term,
when a private business lobbying
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group called the “Committee to Save
New York” raised and spent vast sums
of money donated by millionaire
donors promoting his agenda without
having to disclose their identities. It
avoids the outright unseemliness of
giving a large contribution on record
and then receiving a no-bid contract.

It was also reported last year that
several local attorneys made uncharac-

teristically large $50,000 plus dona-
tions to Gov. Cuomo – on whose be-
half they were working for is
impossible to know. These are but a
couple of examples of why you need
to dig deeper and follow donor clues to
understand just how cute this little
game is.

James V. Glynn and Ciminelli did,
however, make donations in Septem-

ber 2012 in their own names. Federal
disclosures show that the pair gave
Schumer $7,500, indicating perhaps
that the deal in New York was all but a
fait accompli by that point and they
were now shifting their focus to gain-
ing the necessary approvals from
Washington. 

In October 2012, Maid of the Mist
made a whopping $25,000 donation to
the Democratic controlled “House Ma-
jority PAC.”

As you may recall, NYPA requires
approval from the Federal Energy Reg-
ulatory Commission before it can
transfer the property to Maid of the
Mist for its new facilities and have
submitted their “prior notice” of their
intent to do so. Could such a large do-
nation help promote their cause for
fast-track approval? It certainly can’t
hurt – especially when you are seeking
expedited service.

As of right now, Glynn’s efforts
have paid off.

And this is in no way an indict-
ment of campaign donors. In fact, it is
the perfectly rational way to behave in
a system in which the government con-
trols an increasingly large sphere of the
economy. The problem is politicians
whose principles are only influenced
by those who pay tribute.

Influence is not easily proven, but
if you pay attention, it will often reveal
itself. Take for instance the Niagara
County IDA hearing last week in
which a pair of hoteliers submitted
proposals to receive PILOT agreement
tax breaks.

Mayor Dyster strongly opposed a
particular PILOT agreement for a com-
pany owned by B. F. Patel to construct
a new 84-room hotel in downtown Ni-
agara Falls.

Dyster submitted a written state-
ment dissecting Patel’s request, saying
that the city cannot support such an en-
hanced agreement without clear eco-
nomic justification. Wouldn’t the
addition of a new hotel in Niagara
Falls and an estimated 28 full-time
jobs constitute economic benefit de-
serving of the city’s support?

The second PILOT agreement re-
quest discussed at the hearing, how-
ever, was heartily supported by Dyster.
Maid of the Mist Hospitality, LLC, is
seeking a 10-year PILOT worth nearly
$750,000 to renovate a property they
already own and operate to maintain
their flagship status.

The Glynn family, owners of the
Comfort Inn hotel, is in essence asking
taxpayers to pay for the upkeep of a
property they themselves have a vested
interest in maintaining at its current
flagship status. Can you prove their
campaign contributions influence Dys-
ter? No, but such a weak justification
certainly lends itself to such conclu-
sions.
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Glynn makes campaign constributions; politicians rush to help him

The King and His Courtiers: James Glynn watches as Gov. Andrew Cuomo
(to whom Glynn made substantial contributions) signs a deal that will short-
change New York State residents out of $100 million and put it in Glynn’s
pocket. Happily watching behind (left to right) are Mayor Paul Dyster (to
whom Glynn has made substantial contributions), Gil C. Quiniones, 
president and CEO of the New York Power Authority, (who will oversee the
gifting of land and fast tracking of approvals for Glynn to  build docks)
Christopher Glynn, son of James, Senator George Maziarz, (to whom Glynn
has made substantial contributions) and Rose Harvey, commissioner, New
York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation (whose 
department will have $100 million less for state park maintenance and 
improvements, while the state struggles to keep parks from closing). 
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Last November, in what might be
termed "exciting growth" in Niagara
Falls, Park Avenue Imprints opened a
store at 642 Hyde Park Blvd. near the
corner of Pine Ave.

It is their second store and it took
them 23 years to get here.

But, for Niagara County and the
north towns of Erie County, it is a fine
addition to the array of products and
services offered here.

It was back in 1990, when Jim and
Paul Roorda opened their first store on
Ridge Road in Lackawanna. Soon,
Park Avenue Imprints became the best
one-stop shop in Western New York
for every kind of custom-imprinted
and embroidered product.

T-shirts, polos, hoodies, corporate
apparel, jackets, knit caps, baseball
hats, duffel bags, aprons, pens, mugs,
key chains, bumper stickers, can
koozies and high-tech performance
products were available.

You want your name on it, or any-
thing else, they did it, with top-notch
screen printing and embroidery.

But they did not stop there.
The company, with what might al-

most be described as zealotry, assem-
bled more than 500,000 different
promotional products to help those
who wish to get their name out to the
public on almost any product you can
imagine.

Corporations, sports teams,
schools, church groups, civic organiza-
tions, restaurants, cell phone compa-
nies, musicians and bands, and even
bikers came.

Always expanding their services,
Park Avenue Imprints soon learned
that while someone might know what
they want to promote, they might not
know precisely how to do it.

Park Avenue Imprints hired design
and marketing experts to help their
customers find and create products that
would be striking or subdued, attrac-
tive or funny, just as the customer
wished.

Musical bands were big customers,
attracted by the pricing and the oppor-
tunity to make extra money from their
fans by offering unique branded prod-
ucts to sell at concerts.

At Park Avenue Imprints, they do
not simply hand over a catalogue, but
offer free consultation, then work with
customers through the design phase

and final production.
They even design logos.
Unlike some companies, Park Av-

enue Imprints embroiders high-end ap-
parel such as Nike, Northend, Adidas,
Champion, Carhardt, Van Huesen and
Eddie Bauer.

They design websites, presentation
folders, personalized trophies, special
promotions, vinyl window graphics
and business cards.

And they do it fast. Everything can
be done in a 10-day turnaround or less.

Check out their front window at
their Hyde Park location to see the
quality and the astounding variety of

ways you can promote yourself or your
business.

And if you cannot stop by, the
company even makes house calls.

A specialist will come to your
home or business, or if you prefer, you
can do the entire transaction by email.

Or you might give Mike Kilmer a
call at 716-345-5160 or email him at
mike@parkavenueimprints.com to
find out more.

As Mike is fond of saying, “If you
can think it or dream it; we can do it.”

More Than Just T-Shirts At New Falls Store
Moose, Jr.

Park Avenue Imprints is located at 642 Hyde Park Blvd. 

Anything you want printed, on almost any kind of apparel.

Cups, mugs and clocks are amongst
the thousands of products available
for your logo and promotional 
messages. 





The insurancejournal.com notes
there were over 163,000 nonfatal
workplace injuries reported in 2011.

What can be done to improve em-
ployee safety?

That is the question to be ad-
dressed at the Western New York
Safety Conference to be held March
13th and 14th at the Seneca Event Cen-
ter at 310 Fourth Street in Niagara
Falls, N.Y. starting at 8 a.m. both days.

This is the 77th year for the confer-
ence, founded by business leaders and
safety professionals to offer informa-
tion about job site safety, occupational
health, employee wellness, and human
resources.

Guest speakers include Robert
Kulick, Regional Administrator of Re-
gion II of the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA).

Bill Sims, internationally recog-
nized leadership and behavior modifi-
cation specialist. He will offer his
unique “Green Beans and Ice Cream”
recipe for success. Bill Sims has con-
sulted with companies such as Disney,
DuPont, Milliken, and Coca-Cola.

His ideas have resulted in work-
place improvements in safety and em-
ployee morale, while lowering costs
for employers.

The conference will include pre-
sentations on construction, manufac-
turing, retail and service industry
safety, emphasizing wellness in the
workforce. Human Resource work-
shops on audits and inspections, OSHA
recordkeeping, injury investigation,
and worker’s compensation will be of-
fered.

Seminars on protection from
falling, hazard communication, ma-
chine safety, and how to handle sub-
stance abuse in the workplace will be
presented by experts in these fields.
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Author and motivational speaker,
Bill Sims will offer his “Green
Beans and Ice Cream” recipe for
success.

Seventy Ninth Street School
to Hold Basket Auction 

Seventy Ninth Street Elementary
School (551 79th St., Niagara Falls,
NY) is having its annual Basket Auc-
tion Fundraising Event on Friday,
March 15th from 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm.
In addition to the basket auction, the
school will have a 50/50 Raffle, Cake
Walk, Fish Pond, with pizza and pop
available for purchase, as well as baked
goods for sale by Latch Key. The draw-
ing will start promptly at 7:00 pm and
you do not need to be present to win.
The school requests that an adult ac-
company all students who attend.

The funds raised help provide field

trips and end of year activities for the
children.

Please contact Kim Kifer at 283-
7840 (e-mail: mkife@roadrunner.com)
for information or any questions

Safety Conference to be Held in
Niagara Falls

Once  a man starts
taking something
for nothing, he
ain't no man no
more. He's just
charity. 



On Wednesday (March 13) at 7
p.m. Genesee Community College will
welcome actor and University at Buf-
falo professor Stephen McKinley Hen-
derson to the Batavia Campus.

Henderson played Abraham Lin-
coln's valet in the Steven Spielberg-di-
rected film Lincoln.

Henderson will speak about his ex-
periences as an actor, both on film and
on stage.

Henderson has appeared in Ex-
tremely Loud and Incredibly Close, the
comedy Tower Heist, and the HBO se-
ries The Newsroom.

He was nominated for a Tony
Award in 2010 for his work on the
Broadway production, Fences with
Denzel Washington.

Henderson's appearance is part of
GCC's spring 2013 lecture series on the
history of the Civil War. Other lectures
include:

• "Myths and More at Gettysburg"
by George McGaughey, Wed., April 3
at 7 p.m. at the Batavia Campus T102.

• "Among the Man Fires: Trials,
Opportunities and Experiences of Na-
tive Americans in the Civil War" by
Dan Hamner, Fri., April 12 at 10 a.m.

at the Medina Campus Center. 
•  "NY's Forgotten War – The War

of 1812 and the Making of the Empire
State," by Garth Swanson, Wed., May
1 at 7 p.m., at the Batavia Campus
T102.

The "Barks and Bunnies"
fundraiser will take place at St. James
Lutheran Church:  2437 Niagara Rd,
Niagara Falls on March 24th from 1 p.
m. to 6 p. m.

This event will benefit the Akron
Canine Rescued Angels, a local animal
rescue group which rescues dogs from
high kill shelters, then provides trans-
port, foster homes, vet care, food, etc.,
and places dogs in homes all over Ni-
agara and Erie counties.

The public is welcome and the
event is free. Money is raised through
more than 100 basket raffles, a bake
sale featuring Easter dessert platters,
20 vendor tables selling jewelry, home
items, cosmetics, stained glass, pet
supplies, gourmet foods, etc.

J&L BBQ will sell BBQ food
items to the guests. Fowlers Chocolates
will be on site selling chocolates for
Easter baskets.

There will also be a Kids Corner
with a balloon person, face painter, and
crafts.

Akron Canine Rescued Angels,
Inc. began in November of 2008 and
rescues unwanted dogs/puppies from
shelters or homes and places them for
adoption to loving homes, provides
foster care in 18 homes and obtains in-
terim vet care, working with various
shelters.

The organization has placed 847
dogs in homes.

Their website is www.akronca-
ninerescuedangels.org
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Dog Rescue Group Sets
Fundraising Event

Lincoln Actor Comes to GCC

Actor-professor Stephan McKinley
Henderson will speak in Batavia on
acting and the Civil War

We can see that all the
difference between man
and man is owing to the
existence or non-exis-
tence of faith in himself.
Faith in ourselves will
do everything.
- Swami VivekanandaTake a drive to St. James Lutheran Church and help this worthy cause.

"Saving God's Lost Dogs One at a
Time!" is the motto of Akron Canine 
Rescued Angels.
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What's in a name?
When it comes to a name of a pop-

ular band, it could be quite a lot, or a
little.

Especially in the often less than
candid world of concert promotions.

Well, you can add the name The
Grass Roots  to the growing number of
what might be called de-facto tribute
bands that somehow acquire the legal
right to use a once popular band's
name, yet do not have a single member
of the original band performing with
them.

The Grass Roots were a hit-mak-
ing pop-rock recording act of the late
60's.

Last Saturday, a group of four mu-
sicians calling themselves the Grass
Roots performed at the Seneca Niagara
Casino for a local charity's fund-rais-
ing event.

The same four middle-aged men,
using the Grass Roots name, also per-
formed for Seneca Niagara last No-
vember.

In concert, they perform the origi-
nal hits of the late 1960's recording act
with the same name, but none of the
men heard at the Casino performed on
any of the original Grass Roots
records, or performed live with the
band when it had any of its hit records.
Or had anything to do with the band
when it was part of the national musi-
cal scene more than 40 years ago.

The band that played at Seneca Ni-
agara consisted of Mark Dawson, who
joined this band in 2008, Dusty Han-
vey (1984), Larry Nelson (1984) and
Joe Dougherty (1990).

It has become increasingly com-
mon for various music business enter-
prises to acquire the names of formerly
popular bands. While the public is
often misled, it is not technically ille-
gal to allow the audience to believe the
band they just saw is not the band they
listened to years ago.

The owner of the name can adver-
tise it, and sometimes even use the
original recordings of the band to pro-

mote the concerts.
The music may be good; it brings

back memories, but this was not the
original band as many who come to
their concerts are led to presume.

The idea to form the original band
was conceived and implemented by P.
F. Sloan and Steve Barri of Dunhill
Records in the mid 60's. It was to be a
studio-controlled recording act that
would promote record sales with live
performances.

In its first few years, Grass Roots
underwent several complete lineup
changes.

The group became successful
while Creed Bratton (vocals, guitar),
Rick Coonce (drums, percussion),
Warren Entner (vocals, guitar, key-
boards), and Rob Grill (vocals, bass)
were members.

However, other than vocals, the
group did not perform on their own
records.

The band's hit songs were written

by Dunhill Records staff (including
Sloan and Barri) and top LA studio-
musicians, such as Tommy Tedesco
and Carol Kaye played on most, if not
all, of their hits.

The Grass Roots had their first Top
10 hit in the summer of 1967 with Let's
Live for Today which sold over one
million copies. With Rob Grill as lead
singer, they recorded Where Were You
When I Needed You. The group's other
hits include: Midnight Confessions
(U.S.#5,) (1968); I'd Wait a Million
Years (U.S.#15), (1970); Temptation
Eyes (#15), Sooner or Later (U.S. #9),
and Two Divided by Love(U.S.#16).

The Dunhill arrangers added horns
to some of their recordings which was
somewhat novel for a folk pop band of
the time.

The band members performed at
the San Francisco Pop Festival, the Los
Angeles Pop Festival, the Miami Pop
Festival, the Newport Pop Festival and
other venues.

Until his death in 2011, Grill, who
wound up owning the name Grass
Roots, was the only original member
that outlasted the five-year run of hit
recordings. He performed with an
often changing lineup of musicians for
live performances on the nostalgia cir-
cuit.

Over the years there have been 61
different members of the four-piece
band.

Is it a lie by omission to advertise,
The Grass Roots are in concert and not
openly disclose that none of the pres-
ent band members had anything to do
with the music that concert goers asso-
ciate with the name?

Of course, the new Grass Roots are
not the only band on the nostalgia cir-
cuit to promote themselves this way.
Recently performers calling them-
selves The Ink Spots, The Platters, The
Guess Who, the Vogues, Yes and oth-
ers came to town using the same for-
mula.

When It Comes to Bands, Name Not Mean Much
No Original Members Appear at Seneca Niagara

The original Grass Roots did not perform on their own albums, despite
being pictured on the album cover.

These four men have the legal right to use the name “The Grass Roots” and
play the songs, but none of them are original members, something, it seems,
the audience is better off not knowing.



The Ancient Order of Hibernians
or, in Irish, Sean Ordú na nÉireannach,
is an Irish Catholic fraternal organiza-
tion. Its members must be Catholic and
Irish born, or of Irish descent.

Founded in New York City, on
May 4, 1836, at St. James Church, the
name was adopted by groups of Irish
immigrants; its purpose was to act as
guards to protect Catholic churches
from anti-Catholic forces in the mid-
19th century and to assist Irish
Catholic immigrants, especially those
who faced discrimination or harsh coal
mining working conditions.

Its existence and activities were
concealed for years.

Today, it survives in part to ensure
the richness of Irish culture and pre-
serve its glorious history for the chil-
dren of the Irish immigrants, and, in
part, to observe some of the deeper
meaning of religion of the Irish
Catholics.

A Ladies Auxiliary was formed in
1894 in Omaha, Neb., as the Daughters
of Erin, and it served to protect young
Irish women and girls coming to
America, and help them to secure em-

ployment, housing and meet other Irish
immigrants. Their patron Saint is Saint
Brigit of Ireland.

Niagara Falls, N. Y., was incorpo-
rated on St. Patrick’s Day in 1892 and
just six months later the first AOH Di-
vision was chartered in the Cataract
City on Sept. 16, 1892.

The present Division was char-
tered May 16, 1970, with 73 members.
It was later named after the Rev. James
J. Browne, pastor of Sacred Heart
Church, following his death in 1985 in
honor of the generosity he bestowed
upon the group in allowing them ac-
cess to classroom space to use as their
permanent clubhouse.

In 1975, a group of Irish Catholic
women established the Ladies Ancient
Order of Hibernians in Niagara Falls.

The organizations are involved in
local charitable endeavors and have
donated their time and energy to
groups such as Love, Heart, and Soul,
Niagara Catholic’s Fundraiser, Retired
Religious Groups, the Magdalena Proj-
ect, Summit Life Outreach Center, and
other charitable organizations.

In 2011 the organization bought a
building at 9020 South Military Rd.
which is used for various events in-
cluding the summer picnic, Mass for
the “Blessing of the Sash” for the
Grand Marshal for their parade and the
Buffalo parade, and the Thanksgiving
Dinner and Christmas Party.

Notably, in 1983, the Niagara Falls
Division began the Celebration of St.
Patrick’s Day Party.

Its purpose was to celebrate joy-
fully and piously in the Irish Catholic
tradition of the Feast of Saint Patrick
(Lá Fhéile Pádraig).

St. Patrick's Day is, for Irish
Catholics, a Holy Day of Obligation, a
commemoration of their Saint, and
through his works, the arrival of Chris-
tianity in Ireland. According to legend,
St. Patrick used the 3-leaved shamrock
to explain the Holy Trinity to the Irish
people.

The Lenten restrictions on eating
and drinking alcohol are lifted for the
day.

Combined with this is a secular
celebration of Irish culture.

The party the Hibernians offer pro-
vides a glimpse into the meaning of the
day, an Irish festival that ranks
amongst the greatest party celebrations
in the world, and provides the motiva-
tion for people of Irish descent (and,
admittedly, for those who wish they
were Irish) to join in the imaginative
and expressive celebrations.

It's a time to bring piety and fun to-

gether.
The Hibernians' first St Patrick's

Day party was held at the New York
National Guard Armory on Main St. in
1983. The Party is now held at the
Conference Center on Old Falls Blvd.
and, of course, is always held on
March 17, regardless of the day of the
week.

Billed as Western New York’s
Largest St. Patrick’s Day Party, more
than 2,500 guests are expected to at-
tend their 31st Annual St. Patrick’s
Day Celebration hosted by Niagara
Falls Division of the Ancient Order of
Hibernians.

The party starts on Sunday, March
17 at 5 p.m. and tickets are $8 at the
door. Proceeds benefit the AOH’s Ni-
agara County Chapter. Presale tickets
are available for $7 at B&B Cigar
Store, Always a Party (on Military
Rd.), MacLeod’s Pharmacy, and Cheri
Amour in Lewiston.

Prior to the party, guests can expe-
rience the “World’s Shortest Parade,”
at 4:45 p.m. The parade route begins
about 75 steps away, from Old Falls
Street at First Street into the entrance
of The Conference & Events Center.

The party will feature traditional
Irish food and beverages, music by The
Blarney Bunch, and Irish dance per-
formances by the McCarthy School of
Dance. Attendees are asked to bring in
non-perishable food items to be do-
nated to Heart & Soul Food Pantry in
memory of “An Gorta Mor, the Great
Hunger in Ireland.”
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St. Patrick’s Day is Sunday, March
17, 2013

The motto of the Ancient Order of
Hibernians is “Friendship, Unity,
and Christian Charity.”

Ancient Order of Hibernians to Host 31st 
Largest St. Patrick Day Party



As the ongoing dispute between
Gov. Andrew Cuomo and the Senecas
drags on, and with news accounts on
both sides of the bridge publishing a
wide assortment of gaming stories,
sources say casino operators, design-
ers, vendors and architects have been
visiting Niagara Falls within the past
month, including Las Vegas Sands
magnate Sheldon Adelson, in prepara-
tion for the hoped-for day when Niag-
ara Falls, N. Y., will have an American
casino, or maybe two.

On top of that, Niagara Falls Rede-
velopment President Anthony Berg-
amo and NFR Executive Roger
Trevino have had discussions with en-
tertainment executives lately about the
viability of building an entertainment
venue to host concerts, boxing matches
and convention events.

The city of Niagara Falls lost its
convention center when the state gave
the sovereign Senecas the building to
convert into a casino.

NFR owns more than 100 acres of
prime downtown land adjacent to the
Seneca's 50 acre tax free land.

Presently, the arbitration process
between the Senecas and the state has
spokespeople on both sides publicly
talking in respectful tones, but both

sides are feeling some heat.
The Seneca Nation will not want

the state to build a casino in Niagara
Falls, for it would take business away
from their present casino.

In an ideal Seneca world, the
Senecas would naturally prefer to con-
tinue to have a gaming monopoly in
this region and continue to operate
their "grind" style casino, so-called be-
cause they "grind" out small amounts
of money from regular losers who are,
for the most part, regional patrons.

If Cuomo were to establish equal
rights for New Yorkers with the
Senecas, the Senecas’ gaming days
might be numbered.

Should Cuomo pave the way for

the establishment of an American-
owned casino in Niagara Falls, the
Senecas would be faced with either in-
vesting in and creating a world class
destination, or try to compete against a
first-class American-owned casino
with their shanty casino and hope they
can still attract the local losers who
now form the base of their lucrative
enterprise.

For Cuomo's part, he would per-
haps prefer a settlement with the
Senecas that keeps Niagara Falls resi-
dents on a decidedly lower legal status
than the Senecas, while permitting
other cities in upstate New York to

have the right to operate a casino.
In Niagara Falls, only someone

born a Seneca can operate gaming.
The compact that New York State

created in 2002 with the Senecas con-
fers superior legal rights to Senecas
over Americans, allowing a monopoly
on gaming and tax free status on all
other businesses they establish on 50
acres in the middle of downtown Niag-
ara Falls.

If for no other reason than that the
people of Niagara Falls are of little po-
litical value to a New York City-centric
Cuomo, and the city itself is of no
value to him except as a negotiating
pawn in the Seneca dispute, and, of
course, as an ATM machine for New
York City interests, a settlement with
the Senecas is not necessary to Cuomo.

It might, however, go a tiny dis-
tance towards plugging the massive
state budget gap.

Meanwhile, with talk of a control
board to take over the financial reins
from uber-spending Niagara Falls
Mayor Paul Dyster, some are hoping
that Cuomo successfully institutes
state legislative gaming in Niagara
Falls, if for no other reason than to let
the Senecas know who is running the
show in New York State gaming cir-
cles.

The threat of it might get the
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Casino Operators Eye Falls
Frank Parlato

Casino magnate Sheldon Adelson is
said to be eyeing Niagara Falls. If
he comes to town, this place won't
ever be the same. 

They say NFR Executive Roger
Trevino knows everybody from
heaven to earth. Trevino (left) with
Cardinal Timothy Dolan. Is Trevino
privately meeting with gaming 
executives from Las Vegas?



Mayor Paul Dyster appears along-
side 29 other U. S. mayors in a public
service announcement that demands
that Congress weaken the protections
of the Second Amendment of the Con-
stitution of the United States.

The group of mayors say they
want to strengthen government's
power to determine which citizens
have the right to bear arms, and to limit
the type of arms the people have a
right to possess in defense of their
home and homeland.

The Second Amendment, for those
who do not know, is part of the Bill of
Rights, and reads: A well regulated
Militia, being necessary to the security
of a free State, the right of the people
to keep and bear Arms, shall not be in-
fringed.

Dyster appears seventh in a lineup
of mayors from San Francisco,
Philadelphia, Minneapolis, New York
City, Allentown, Chapel Hill, Santa
Fe., Boston and elsewhere collectively
seeking to infringe the people's 2nd
amendment rights.

The mayors, of course, are part of
government. It is a PSA message from
government, through its agents, that
government should have more power
over the governed.

The sequence of mayors, showing

each posturing mightily for the cam-
era, shown one after the other, in toto,
make a petulant speech, seemingly
using the word "demand" every three
or four seconds, uttered in self-right-
eously angry tones.

For his part, Dyster appears for lit-
erally less than one second and utters
a single word, "Columbine," referring
to the shooting which occurred on
April 20, 1999, at Columbine High
School in Colorado.

Like all anti-Second Amendment
government officials, Dyster fails to
attribute the misuse of guns to the in-
dividuals, and instead assigns blame to
guns themselves.

It is, however, ironic that Dyster
mentioned Columbine, because the
killers, Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold,
who murdered 12 students and one
teacher before committing suicide,
were addicted to violent video games
and violent Hollywood movies, used
pharmaceutical anti-depressants under
the direction of a psychiatrist, were
bullied at school and enjoyed dark
music bands.

Dyster might just as well have
said, "Hollywood" or “Video Games"
for they had as much, or as little, to do
with the deaths at Columbine as inan-
imate guns did.

The ad featuring Dyster and other
mayors can be viewed at www.deman-
daction.org/mayors.

The Second Amendment mirrors
that natural right of a man to protect
himself against tyranny or aggression,
whether it be in the form of a person
or a wicked and unjust government.

Senecas to pay the $60 million now
due Niagara Falls as a host city.

Despite the Senecas' tax-free status
that gives them an almost insurmount-
able edge over the average local busi-
ness person operating in Niagara Falls,
if big gaming operators come to town
and build a first-class operation, it
would soon dwarf the feeble efforts of
the Senecas’ rinky dink, locals-driven
casino.

The Senecas cheaply-erected
casino, built inside the shell of the Ni-
agara Falls Convention Center (and not
a newly constructed casino, as they
originally promised), wouldn't even get
a notice in Las Vegas.

In any event, before Gov. George
Pataki sold out the town to the Senecas,
when there was talk about Americans
running their own gaming operations
and making the city of Niagara Falls
wealthy, big gaming operators, such as
Harrah's, Bally's and MGM, visited the
town.

We are seeing a number of familiar
faces again in the region.

One only need look at the increased
traffic of privately chartered jets tied to
casino operators that have recently
landed at the Niagara Falls Airport and
take a peek at who is getting off and on
to know that people of importance are
visiting here.

And it is not just to see the Falls in
the dead of winter.
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Dyster Appears in PSA Spot That Favors 'Arming' Government

Niagara Falls Mayor Paul Dyster
appears for one second in a 
commercial with 29 other mayors.
New York Mayor and anti-
freedom/big government/nanny
state activist Michael Bloomberg
(above) does the kicker.
Bloomberg, the man who would be
God to his people, made it illegal
in New York City to sell soda in
what he decided was too large 
containers.  



Paul Steelman, the renowned
casino/hotel/resort designer and a
board member of Niagara Falls Rede-
velopment President Anthony Berg-
amo's Federal Law Enforcement
Foundation, visited the area recently to
deliver renderings and business models
of various destination developments to
NFR executives, including an I LOVE
NEW YORK visitor center, as well as
several other concepts that would com-
plement a world class destination.  

Among the concepts Steelman de-
livered is a plan for a massive, world
class indoor/outdoor-themed water
park that is actually three water parks
in one.

A clever idea: One of the water
parks will cater to adults, one will be
for families, and the last, and this is in-
triguing, will be for singles.

The plan calls for segregating the
sections not unlike the way theme
parks develop properties.

With the success of in-door
themed water parks in Erie, Pa., and in
Canada, Niagara Falls might be a nat-
ural for NFR or another developer to
bring one in as an amenity to comple-
ment a destination casino. 

Steelman's plans call for the water
park to be designed to allow it to oper-
ate late into the evening and parts of it
would be enclosed with a retractable
roof allowing for all weather operation.
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Unique Water Park Plans Developed for NFR

Instead of going to a bar to meet an
eligible, attractive member of the
opposite sex, and to judge potential
compatibility in the dark, with loud
music blaring, with the additional
aid of a mutually enhanced alcohol
stimulated brain, why not meet
someone cold sober in their bathing
suit?

Care should be taken to select just
the right bathing suit when going to
a water park dedicated to singles.
Don't try to be too fashionable, just
wear what is becoming. 

Imagine how nice this would be.
Men on the prowl could simply don
their best bathing suits and head
out to meet eligible single women,
similarly attired, in a healthy and
watery environment.

NFR has a conceptual plan for a
three-themed water park. One of
the themes will cater to singles.
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Grace M. Gannon Joins 
Lipsitz & Ponterio

BUFFALO, NEW YORK – Lipsitz
& Ponterio, LLC, is pleased to an-
nounce that Grace M. Gannon has
joined the firm as an associate attorney.
Ms. Gannon will focus her practice in
the areas of mesothelioma and asbestos
litigation.

Ms. Gannon’s work focuses on the
representation of individuals who have
suffered injuries as a result of exposure
to asbestos and other toxic substances.
Prior to joining the firm, Ms. Gannon
served as the Director of Alumnae at
Mount Mercy Academy where she di-
rected institutional advancement activ-
ities with alumnae, donors and the
community.  She was also an associate
at a department of a Buffalo law firm
that concentrates its practice in toxic
torts.

Ms. Gannon received her J.D.,
from the State University of New York
at Buffalo Law School. She received
her B.A., magna cum laude, from the
College of New Rochelle.  Ms. Gannon
is admitted to practice law in New York
State.

Ms. Gannon resides in Buffalo,
New York with her husband Edward,
their son and three daughters. She is
currently a member of the Parent As-
sociation for Mount Mercy Academy

and Notre Dame Academy, and she
continues to assist with development
and advancement endeavors for non-
profit organizations, such as Dog Ears
Bookstore and Enlightenment Center
and other local educational institutions.

About Lipsitz & Ponterio, LLC:
Lipsitz & Ponterio, LLC, estab-

lished in 1995, concentrates its practice
in the areas of asbestos disease and
lead poisoning litigation, medical mal-
practice, product liability, personal in-
jury and worker’s compensation
matters. The Firm has achieved thou-
sands of settlements and numerous ver-
dicts on behalf of its clients who were
harmed by toxic substances. For more
information, visit Lipsitz & Ponterio’s
website at www.lipsitzponterio.com.




