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Doing a story on Niagara Falls Mayor 
Paul Dyster’s 2016 State of the City speech is 
one thing. Sitting through it is quite another.

For one thing, it involves sitting in a 
room with Dyster and listening to him. He 
is notorious for his ability to go one and on 
about the minutiae of city government in a 
voice that guarantees he will not follow his 
predecessor – former mayor Vince Anello 
– into a career in radio when and if he ever 
leaves office.

For another, his nose fails to grow like 
Pinocchio’s as he distorts the truth, spins 
yarns and pollutes the air with outright 
whoppers. This is the third year in a row, for 
example, that he’s talked about the imminent 
groundbreaking on Rainbow Boulevard for 
his friend Mark Hamister’s imaginary hotel.

No, it’s far better to read Dyster’s tortured 
syntax, with its’ misplaced modifiers, mangled 
metaphors and clumsy constructions in print. 
That way, the conscientious reporter can be 
sure the words were actually the mayor’s 
and not some long suppressed memory of a 
Professor Backwards comedy skit he saw as 
a child.

In the past, Dyster has religiously posted 
the entire texts of his lengthy State of the City 
speeches on the city’s official website. In fact, 
the text of the speech is the first thing a visitor 
to the website sees. There is even an archive, 
so you can go all the way back to 2008 and 
read his promises about things that never 
happened.

Taken together, the annual State of the 
City speeches could be bound in book form.

So imagine our chagrin when, with 
deadline looming, we visited the page, only to 
discover that the stemwinder Dyster delivered 

in 2015 had not been replaced with this year’s 
model.

News accounts of this year’s address 
were sketchy at best, mostly published days 
after he’d actually delivered the speech.

But despite the inability of the 
administration to post what is generally 
considered to be the most important speech 
given by its fearless leader in the course of a 
year, they did manage to post something of 

value.
There was an entire section devoted to 

the city’s 2016 Easter Egg Hunt!
This is the 17th annual running of the 

event, to be held this year at the Conference 
and Event Center of Niagara Falls on Old 
Falls Street, the website informs us. The event 
will take place at 9 a.m. on Saturday, March 
19, and is limited to children age 12 and under. 
Prizes, a candy village, an appearance by the 
Easter Bunny – hopefully not a convicted 
heroin dealer – and arts and crafts displays 
promises to make this year’s event the best 
Easter Egg hunt ever, the official city website 
declares.

Pre-registration is required and a 
printable form is included.

Normally, the Niagara Falls Reporter 
might ask whether the city should even be in 
the Easter egg hunting business, whether the 
event is an appropriate use of tax dollars and 
so on, but quite frankly, we were so overjoyed 
about not having to read the mayor’s State of 
the City speech we are grateful.

NIAGARA FALLS REPORTER

“The Truth is Always Fair”

CHAIRMAN & EDITOR IN CHIEF
Frank Parlato

phone: (716) 284-5595

PO Box 3083, Niagara Falls, NY 14304
email: news1926@gmail.com

www.niagarafallsreporter.com

All contents copyright ©2015 Niagara Falls Reporter Inc.

Managing Editor
Dr. Chitra Selvaraj

Senior Editor
Tony Farina

City Website Silent On State Of The City,
Waxes Eloquent On Easter Egg Hunt

Mayor Paul Dyster [r] poses with a 
rabbit like creature.

Mike Hudson

If the whole world stands 
against you sword in hand, 

would you still dare to do what 
you think is right?
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News of potential import to the city 
of Niagara Falls broke late last year when 
details of an epic legal showdown at 
Yosemite National Park became public. 
Subsequent to losing a $2 billion, 15-year 
contract extension for hospitality (food, hotel) 
services to competitor Aramark at Yosemite, 
Buffalo-based Delaware North filed a lawsuit 
demanding $51 million compensation for 
trademarks it had secured for historic place 
names in the national park. Some of those 
trademarks were secured after the company 
knew they were leaving (see Jan. 28 Niagara 
Falls Reporter, “Landmark Delaware North 
Trademark Battle Hearkens Back to Maid of 
the Mist” for in-depth analysis).

Delaware North owns the rights to operate 
food, beverage and souvenir concessions in 
the Niagara Falls State Park. The company’s 
loss of the lucrative Yosemite contract 
has been compared to Maid of the Mist’s 
involuntary relinquishing of the Canadian 
side of its tourist boat excursion business, 
resulting in considerable negative impacts on 
their bottom lines. Both Maid and Delaware 
North shareholders absorbed huge losses, the 
companies’ stock prices plummeting on the 
news.

Just kidding. Delaware North and Maid 
of the Mist are privately-held concerns, 
exclusively owned by two men, Jeremy 
Jacobs and James Glynn, respectively. There 
aren’t any stock prices or shareholders. All the 
profits from their operations in the Niagara 
Falls State Park accrue directly to their 
personal fortunes.

According to Forbes Magazine’s top 
400 Richest Americans list, Jeremy Jacobs’ 
net worth is $4 billion as of this month. He 
lives on a sprawling East Aurora estate, 
once owned by tire magnate Goodyear. The 
grounds of Jacobs’ opulent private residence 
were designed by the famous landscape 
architect Frederick Law Olmsted, the same 
19th-century visionary icon who produced 
the master plan for Niagara Falls State Park.

Olmsted forbade the sale of food in what 
the New York State Legislature designated 
the “Niagara Reservation.” He believed that 
catering to the needs of tourists is something 

that should take place in the surrounding 
community, benefiting local businesses.

“If it were a commercial undertaking into 
which the State was entering, in competition 
with the people of the village of Niagara, it 
cannot be questioned that the restaurant could 
be made a profitable branch of it,” he wrote, 
“But... it is to be considered that no (restaurant 
or food booth) can be built upon the island that 
will not in some degree dispossess, obscure 
and disturb elements of its distinctive natural 
scenery.

“The question, then, is, will the absence 
of places of refreshment cause such hardship 
to visitors, with the general enjoyment by the 
public of the scenery? It is a sufficient answer 
to say that there is no point in the Reservation 
at which a (restaurant or food booth) can be 
placed that is more than ten minutes walk or 
five minutes drive from hotels and restaurants 
standing on land of private ownership.”

Modern-day translation: Get the 
Delaware North food service out of the 
Niagara Falls State Park. It mucks up the 
place. Top of the Falls restaurant, Cave of the 
Winds plaza and scattered food booths serve 
to feed the eight million tourists who visit 
here every year, ensuring that they have little 
reason to patronize establishments in the city 
of Niagara Falls, which suffers from one of 
the highest rates of per capita poverty in the 
state.

The supreme irony of all this, of course, 
is that while Jacobs and his family enjoy life 
in an Olmsted-inspired paradise far from 

the common folk, their rarefied existence is 
subsidized, in part, by their trashing of the 
Olmsted plan for Niagara Falls State Park.

On the heels of their Yosemite 
comeuppance out west, Delaware North 
announced last week that they’re going to 
offer local businesspeople an opportunity to 
audition their wares for sale in the three gift 
shops they operate in Niagara Falls State Park.

No reason was offered in either daily 
about why the sudden turnabout on Delaware 
North’s part—but we know why. It’s courtesy 
of a public complaint by businesswoman 
Mary Ann Hess at a well-attended Pints for 
Progress event on Old Falls Street that the 
Niagara Falls Reporter reported on back in 
our June 23 issue.

“We’ve been trying to get in at the gift 
shop on Goat Island (Niagara Falls State 
Park),” Hess told the crowd, as we recounted 
in our article, “but those people just don’t 
seem interested.

They have their own thing going on there 
and it doesn’t involve us, that’s for sure.”

Turns out, Delaware North was listening. 

But wait, there’s more.
Delaware North’s $10.2 million, 20-year 

agreement with State Parks to operate food, 
beverage and gift shop concessions in the 
Niagara Falls State Park has a contract end 
date of Dec. 31, 2121.

James Hufnagel

Delaware North Loses Yosemite Contract 
Can Niagara Falls State Park Be Next?

Delaware North food shanty near Top-of-the-Falls features graphic of 
falls—view while you chew.

Delaware North concessions at 
Cave of the Winds plaza in the Ni-
agara Falls State Park, soon to be 
serving eight million tourists.

Ice Cream booth in front of Dela-
ware North Gift Shop mere yards 
from brink of American Falls. Park 
designer Frederick Law Olmsted 
directed that such commerce take 
place in the city.



NIAGARA FALLS REPORTER MAR 3- MAR 9, 20164

Tuesday 9:47am: Hi baby, you have to 
listen to me carefully—I’m on a plane that’s 
been hijacked. I’m on the plane; I’m calling 
from the plane. I want to tell you I love you 
and tell my children that I love them very 
much, and I’m so sorry babe. I don’t know 
what to say—there are three guys and they’ve 
hijacked the plane. I’m trying to be calm but 
it’s turned around and I’ve heard there are 
planes that have flown into the World Trade 
Center. I hope to be able to see your face 
again, baby. I love you. Goodbye...

A Good American opens with this cell 
phone recording of a frightened woman 
tearfully speaking these words on September 
11, 2001. The film cuts to a profile shot of a 
sullen Bill Binney as he wearily but pointedly 
recalls horrific images from the World Trade 
Center on that fateful day. “The one’s that 
affected me the most were the people diving 
off the building when it was burning. To be 
put in such a desperate state shows you the 
human reaction to those kinds of conditions. 
It was just revolting, and disgusting basically 
that we allowed it to happen.”

Binney is a former highly placed 
intelligence official for the National Security 
Agency turned-whistleblower, as well as 

the subject of director Friedrich Moser’s 
fascinating, provocative documentary A 
Good American. If what Binney and Moser’s 
documentary suggests is true, then not only 
should the NSA leadership have been able to 
prevent the terrorist attacks of 9/11, but their 
failure to do so was caused by arrogance, 
corruption, and greed of the highest order, all 
of which the agency has attempted to cover-
up in the following years.

In documenting Binney’s and others 

dealings with Military and National Security 
higher-ups, Moser unfolds one shocking 
revelation after another. Binney’s NSA 
colleague Thomas Drake at one point recalls 
how a Senior Military Officer dismissed 
Osama bin Laden as “a raghead spouting off 
about a fatwa in the desert” in response to their 
intelligence reports on Al Qaeda in the late 
90s. After the events of 9/11, Drake quotes 
his former NSA boss Maureen Baginski who 
reportedly said “9/11 was a gift to the NSA, 
we’re gonna get all the money we need and 
then some.”

Utilizing recent footage of Binney, 
straight-to-camera talking head interviews 
with him and his colleagues, and various news 
media excerpts, Moser’s documentary recalls 
the work of Errol Morris in both style and 
subject matter. But while A Good American 
focuses largely on conspiracy theorizing and 
the specifics of Binney’s claims, Moser also 
explores the life and career of his subject 
using the man’s own words as well as those 
close to him.

The proud son of a WWII veteran, 
Binney grew up in Pennsylvania and studied 
Mathematics, his lifelong passion, at Penn 
State University. He volunteered for the Army 
during the Vietnam War, where his skills as 
a mathematician made him a proficient 
analyst and code breaker. Binney and Moser 
frequently return to the subject of Vietnam to 
reflect on how the Army’s failure to predict 
and prepare for the Tet Offensive would 
foreshadow other mistakes made by U.S. 
Military leadership down the line.

Binney joined the NSA in 1970 as a 

Russia Specialist during the Cold War and it 
was through his pioneering work monitoring 
Soviet activity that he would learn the 
virtue of interpreting patterns between data 
(or “metadata”). Binney’s methods placed 
emphasis not on attempting to understand the 
actual content of (largely encrypted) data, but 
rather analyzing patterns of who is talking to 
whom, how often, and when. It was during 
this time that Binney would eventually earn 
a reputation as the greatest codebreaker in 
U.S. history, going on to accurately predict 
the Soviet invasions of Czechoslovakia and 
Afghanistan and eventually rising to become 
technical director of the NSA.

After the fall of communism and the first 
World Trade Center attack of 1993, Binney 
realized that the NSA would need to adapt 
to new ways of communication offered by 
technological advances if they were to keep 
America safe from terrorism in the digital 
age. Operating with a small team made up 
of other NSA personnel (including interview 
subjects J. Kirk Wiebe, Ed Loomis, and 
Drake), Binney would begin work on Project 
Thin Thread, a cost effective, state-of-the-
art surveillance system with built-in privacy 
protections that could monitor any electronic 
signal on Earth, filter it for targets, and render 
it in real time. “It was pretty clear that we 
were building the most powerful analysis tool 
that had been developed in history to monitor 
basically the entire world in near real-time,” 
explained Binney. By 2000, the potentially 
game-changing computer program was fully 
functional.

Binney’s basis for his claims in regards 
to the attacks of 9/11, the NSA’s failures to 
prevent them, and their subsequent attempts 
to cover-up any wrongdoing while profiting 
from the aftermath, are based largely on 
events that would soon follow. Unimpressed 

Greed, Corruption & Cover-Up At The NSA
Burning Books To Screen Documentary About

Whistleblower Bill Binney
Jordan Canahai

Bill Binney in A Good American
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with Thin Thread and believing it to be too 
inexpensive to form the basis for a 21st 
century surveillance system model, NSA 
director General Michael Hayden pushed 
Binney and his team aside and commissioned 
an entirely different project dubbed Trail 
Blazer. The publicly funded billion-dollar 
expenditure (eventually deemed inefficient 
and a complete failure) would be developed 
in the private sector by the SAIC corporation, 
whose owners, shareholders, and assorted 
personnel included various former high-
ranking NSA officials.

Moser’s documentary goes on to paint 
an all-too-predictable portrait of institutional 
corruption and bureaucratic failure 
culminating with the tragic events of 9/11, 
occurring just three weeks after Thin Thread 
was officially abandoned. Rather than face 
repercussions for proving completely inept 
at predicting the terrorist attacks, Hayden and 
other NSA higher-ups were rewarded with 
promotions, while increased funding from 
congress ensured their corporate backers 
would make even greater profits (“We can 
milk this cow for 15 years,” Binney recalls the 
vice president of SAIC telling a colleague at a 
board meeting.)

Binney would resign in October of 2001 
and become a prominent whistleblower and 
outspoken critic of the NSA in following 
years, his intellectual hunger for new data 
giving way to his moral outrage at the 
hypocrisy perceived. In a cruel twist of irony, 
the NSA would proceed to use a modified 
version of the Thin Thread program without 
the privacy protections to spy on U.S. citizens 
following Binney’s departure. At one point in 
the film a whistleblower attorney recalls her 
first meeting with Binney, who proceeded to 
explain to her that he would never deliberately 
commit suicide. At first she thought he was 
being overdramatic, but as he began to explain 
to her his knowledge of NSA activities, she 
began to understand why he would fear for his 
safety. While living at his private residence 
with his wife and son, Binney emerged from 
the shower one July morning in 2007 only to 
be greeted at gunpoint and arrested by heavily 
armed FBI agents who raided his home as part 
of an investigation against him.

As a subject for this kind of documentary, 
Binney proves a fascinating protagonist, 
speaking with determination and authority in 
a straightforward manner. One senses he’s a 
man of unwavering conviction, a patriot and 
defender of truth and justice whose values 

aren’t bound to any political ideology or the 
public mood. Whether or not Thin Thread 
would have prevented the attacks of 9/11 
no one will ever know, but if nothing else A 
Good American makes the strong case that the 
United States needs individuals like Binney in 
prominent positions of authority. Binney’s 
story is one of a gifted visionary and his small 
team of loyal experts who worked in obscurity 
to create something of great importance, only 
to be shut down by a selfish and self-serving 
power-hungry elite, and in telling that story 
Moser is able to touch on a host of issues that 
are just as relevant in our current geopolitical 
climate as they were 15 years ago.

A Good American is being screened in 
Buffalo thanks to the efforts of Burning Books 
and the Cultivate Cinema Circle (CCC), 
who have recently presented other critically 
lauded documentaries of social and political 
significance such as How to Change the World 
and Almost Holy as part of their 2016 winter 
lineup. CCC founder and curator Jordan Smith 
first became aware of A Good American while 
serving as the social media coordinator for the 
DOC NYC Festival where the film made its 
North American Premiere. “I had previously 
been aware of Binney from the news and 
from Laura Poitras’ short about Binney and 
the NSA, The Program, which was published 
by The New York Times’ Op-Docs web series, 
and her subsequent Oscar-winner Citizenfour, 
in which Binney makes an appearance. When 
I saw Moser’s powerful and revealing follow-
up which dives further into Binney’s story and 
the NSA’s dealings, it seemed like an obvious 
programming choice,” says Smith.

Smith is also particularly excited to be 
able to showcase films in collaboration with 
Burning Books. “When we started looking 
for culturally rich and community focused 
organizations to collaborate with and venues 
to utilize, Burning Books was near the top of 
our list. I’ve long admired the hard work and 
wonderful programming Burning Books has 
brought to Buffalo. They also have a history 
of showing not only politically oriented 
documentaries, but works of non-fiction that 
strive for cinematic artistry and invention,” 
says Smith. “Plus, Burning Books hosts the 
majority of their events for free. Who doesn’t 
respect that?”

A Good American will have its Buffalo 
premiere as part of a special one-night free 
screening on March 16th at 8pm at Burning 
Books, 420 Connecticut St., Buffalo.

 At the Niagara Falls Reporter, we seek 
to serve the interest of the people. And, as we 
reviewed our story, A Good American, this 
week, it occurred to us that we could serve 
both the people, and the government which 
purportedly is in existence to serve them, by 
offering a revised emblem [or logo] for the 
National Security Agency, known also as the 
NSA.

Logos, as readers know, are important 
symbols which help identify an organization’s 
purpose and build brand recognition.

For years the NSA was assumed to be an 
intelligence organization of the United States 
government, responsible for global monitor-
ing, collection, and processing of information 
and data for foreign intelligence and coun-
terintelligence purposes. We have lately seen 
that the NSA has also become responsible for 
monitoring US citizens with an intrepidity 
that Orwell only dreamed of.

According to some, the NSA has become 
a spying, prying, constitutionally reckless 
agency whose aggressive and clandestine 
bugging of electronic systems, eavesdrop-
ping, surveillance, burglary, wiretapping, 
breaking and entering are just the tools that a 
police state needs to maintain its power over 
the people.

This is said to be done to make us safe.
Today the NSA intercepts the commu-

nications of over a billion people worldwide, 
many of whom are American citizens, and 
tracks the movement of hundreds of millions 
of people using cellphones.

In the name of transparency, we submit 
this new NSA logo/emblem for our readers’ 
approval and hope soon to hear from an offi-
cial from the NSA to see how receptive they 
are to our modest suggestion.

If it goes over well, which perhaps we 

have no good reason to be sanguine about, 
we plan to recommend changing the name of 
the National Security Agency to the National 
Spying Agency since this seems to be a more 
honest description of the agency’s purpose.  
No change in the acronym NSA will be need-
ed.

Finally, the NSA’s expanding role can be 
said to be fulfilling the will of a people who no 
longer desire freedom as their primary goal of 
life, something they would fight to keep, and 
have substituted instead as a primary goal the 
craven desire for safety at any and all costs. 
The revised emblem of the NSA will aid peo-
ple in recognizing their passivity to the loss of 
their freedom of privacy.

To create the ultimate inversion - where 
the people need permission for everything 
and the government is free to do what it wish-
es - as opposed to the people being free and 
government needing permission to restrict 
any freedom - we need to surrender our liber-
ties including all rights to privacy.

As Benjamin Franklin observed, “They 
that can give up essential liberty to obtain a 
little temporary safety deserve neither liberty 
nor safety.”

We now see a people well underway 
on the slippery path of giving up liberty. It 
remains to be seen whether their expanding 
government will provide that safe refuge for 
their servile desire for safety at all costs, or 
create a nation where the danger comes from 
the government itself and where there is little 
or no liberty.

A nation where it is dangerous to be right 
when the government is wrong.

In any event, this new NSA emblem, if 
adopted, could provide a reminder to the trad-
ers of liberty for safety of what lies in store or 
perhaps has already been visited upon us.

A Modest Suggestion For Change Of 
Emblem For The National Security Agency

Frank Parlato
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In his State of the City address last week 
Niagara Falls Mayor Paul Dyster claimed 
that violent crime was down by 5.4 percent in 
2015 compared to 2014.

Will the slight dip in the rate of violent 
crime be enough to get the Falls off of the 
numerous lists of most dangerous cities both 
in New York and all of America?

One recent  study, released by the 
website NeighborhoodScout.com, ranked 
municipalities with populations above 25,000 
across the country. Using crime data collected 
by the FBI from 17,000 local law enforcement 
agencies, the analysis looked at seven offenses 
including both violent and property offenses. 
Violent crimes range from homicide and rape 
to armed robbery, and aggravated assault.

Niagara Falls came in at Number 53, 
with a bullet. The chances of you becoming 
the victim of a violent crime here were one in 
81 during 2014, the report concluded.

Dyster’s Herculean efforts at crime 
fighting have bettered those odds, but not by 
much. If the 5.4 percent figure he used in his 
State of the City address is correct – and there 
is no way to verify it – your chances of being 
a victim of violent crime are now one in 85.

That’s right, one out of every 85 people 
in the city will be murdered, raped, robbed at 
gunpoint or severely beaten in Niagara Falls 
during 2016, despite Dyster’s boasting and 
reassurances that the crime problem is no 
worse here than it is anywhere else.

A second study, released by the popular 
internet site MyLife, concluded Niagara Falls 
is the most dangerous city in the state of New 

York. Researchers examined five sets of data, 
including the number of law enforcement 
officers per capita, violent crimes per capita, 
property crimes per capita, the number of 
registered sex offenders per capita and the 
percentage of the population enrolled in health 
care.

The results of the MyLife study were 
backed up in a separate report published last 
July by the website RoadSnacks, which also 
found the Falls to be the most dangerous place 
in the state.

“While there are surveys and public 
polls on what cities in a state are the most 
dangerous, we didn’t want to rely on 
speculation and opinion,” the RoadSnacks 
editors wrote, explaining their methodology. 
“Instead, we looked at the hard numbers 
from the FBI’s last three years of reporting. 
Specifically, we analyzed the FBI’s Uniform 
Crime Report which summarizes the number 
of property crimes and violent crimes in each 
city per year.”

The study found that the violent crime 

rate in Niagara Falls was the fourth highest 
in the state and that the property crime rate 
was the second highest. Together, those two 
rankings combined to make the city the most 
dangerous place in the state.

Using a slightly different methodology, 
the real estate website Movoto ranked Niagara 
Falls as the fourth most dangerous place in the 
state, but the champion internet information 
site was Neighborhood Scout, which provides 
no ranking but a lot of cold hard data.

According to Neighborhood Scout, one 
out of every 67 people in Niagara Falls would 
be victimized by either a violent or property 
crime last year, meaning that Dyster’s law and 
order measures lessened the odds to just over 
one in 70.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation’s 
Uniform Crime Report for last year won’t be 
released until September, so there’s no way of 
verifying whether or not Dyster’s alleged 5.4 
percent drop in violent crime is even true.

If it is, it represents a real baby step 
towards making the streets safer in what 
was previously the fourth most violent 
municipality in all of New York.

Falls Sees Tiny Decrease In Violent Crime:
Remains Dangerous Place

Mike Hudson

Little Italy has seen an increase in 
crime.
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As with so many other segments of the 
colorful tapestry that makes up the population 
of Niagara Falls, at least some of the city’s 
registered sex offenders appear to be packing 
up and leaving for greener pastures.

According to the reference website city-
data.com, there are currently 166 registered 
sex offenders living here, down from a year 
ago. That’s still one dangerous predator for 
every 300 residents, more than three times 
higher than the statewide average, where there 
is one sex offender for every 1,117 residents.

The 166 registered sex offenders is down 
by seven from the 173 reported in March 
2015, a drop of just over 4 percent. That’s 
almost as impressive as the 5.4 drop in violent 
crime claimed by Niagara Falls Mayor Paul 
Dyster for the year.

Both decreases assume that the city’s 
population remained the same, however. 
And there is little evidence to assume that it 
did. Those who are able have been leaving 
Niagara Falls steadily for more than 50 years.

But regardless, the horrific nature of 
the crimes committed by these twisted 
individuals makes having any of them living 
nearby discomforting.

Take Anthony Martinucci, 49, of 513 
75th St. here. Known as Tony to his friends 
and former cellmates, he was convicted in 
1996 of sexually abusing two girls, then ages 
3 and 8. He is classified as a Level 2 sex 
offender.

And then there’s Antonio Toledo, 53, of 
484 19th St. Apt. 1. A Level 3 offender, he 
was convicted in 1989 of forcibly raping a 
16-year-old girl after first disabling her with 

a “chemical agent.”
Many of the deviate sexual predators 

living in Niagara Falls share two things in 
common; The committed their crimes against 
young children and they came to the city only 
after serving their prison sentences.

Like North Tonawanda native Craig 
Stroh, 35, of 1158 Ontario Ave., Apt 3. Stroh’s 
record shows that, in 2001, he threatened two 
young girls, ages 7 and 11, into what was 

called “sexual abuse” in the official report. 
The girls, now young women, undoubtedly 
still bear the emotional scars of his monstrous 
desires.

Stroh is a Level 3 sexual offender, thought 
by authorities to be the most dangerous sort of 
sexual predator.

Darius Washington, 46, of 2421 21st St. 
also came from outside the city and also chose 
a child as his victim. In 2005, he forcibly 
raped a 15-year-old girl, earning himself 
Level 3 status.

David Aguilar, 65, of 7811 Porter Road, 
came to the city from the Town of Niagara 
where, in 2005, he engaged in deviate sexual 
intercourse with three 8-year-old girls. 
Aguilar is listed as a Level 2 offender.

And also from the Town of Niagara 
is Duane Biro, 45, of 7645 Fourth Ave., 
kidnapped a 33-year-old woman in 1990, 
threatened her with a knife, beat her and 
repeatedly raped her. He is also listed as a 
Level 2 offender.

Despite the slight drop in the actual 
number of registered sex offenders living 
in Niagara Falls over the past year, their 
population has boomed since Dyster took 
office.

In 2007, just 70 registered sex offenders 
lived in the city.

Mike Hudson

Some Sex Offenders Follow Trend, Leave Niagara 
Falls For Better Life

Michael Pomerleau What makes these people seek out 
sex with children or the unwilling?
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The fabulous resort location on Rainbow 
Boulevard North here isn’t the only hotel in 
Western New York that do-nothing developer 
Mark Hamister hasn’t built, he’s also failed to 
build down in Jamestown, where a promised 
Double Tree Inn has likewise failed to 
materialize.

It was on June 24, 20014, when Hamister 
announced that he signed a franchise 
agreement with Hilton Doubletree for the 
re-development of the former Ramada in 
Jamestown.  Doubletree by Hilton is a full-
service upscale brand under the Hilton 
Worldwide umbrella.

Hamister claimed that, as a result of 
the building’s significant disrepair, he would 
close the hotel while working through 
various approvals and plans.  The franchise 
agreement with Doubletree by Hilton is one 
of the many important steps to moving this 
project forward.

The hotel would open in June, 2015, he 
said.

“Hilton is the most widely recognized 
name in the hotel industry with an extremely 
loyal customer base.  We couldn’t have asked 
for a better partnership for the re-development 
of this centrally located property in downtown 
Jamestown,” said Daniel Hamister, the 
developer’s brother.

Six months later, in January of last year, 
the announced renovations had yet to begin at 
the shuttered hotel.

By August, Hamister was claiming that 
a problem with the state DEC had prevented 
work from beginning.

“We are still very much committed 
to this hotel project and believe that it will 
be a fantastic addition to the downtown 
Jamestown landscape. Now that we have 
received clearance from the DEC to move 

forward, we are entering the design phase of 
the project with our architects,” said Andrea 
Czopp, the Director of Communications for 
the Hamister Group. “We are glad that this 
hurdle has been cleared so that we can now 
get back on track.”

Astonishingly, Jamestown Mayor Sam 
Teresi said Hamister’s work in Niagara Falls 
was partly responsible for the delay. Teresi 
said Hamister had made it clear that his 
priorities were to complete projects in Buffalo 
and Niagara Falls before starting the one in 
Jamestown.

“I’d rather the developer do things right 
under their timetable instead of taking a 
ready-shoot-aim approach and then you have 
problems down the line,” said Teresi.

Hamister also promised a Hilton to 
gullible Niagara Falls officials in the summer 
of 2013, which led Mayor Paul Dyster to 
gift the developer with a piece of property 
on Rainbow Boulevard North for a token 
payment of $100,000 after the parcel had 
been appraised for $1.5 million.

Time was of the essence, Hamister said, 
because he planned to begin construction 
early in the spring of 2014. The proposed 

development became a political football that 
ultimately cost Sam Fruscione his seat on the 
city Council.

As in Jamestown, Hamister has allowed 
his much ballyhooed Niagara Falls project to 
languish, downsizing its scope and inflating 
his cost projections simultaneously.

Both Fruscione and this newspaper 
correctly guessed that the developer – who 

never built a hotel before – lacked the financial 
wherewithal to begin, much less complete the 
project and what was once a vacant lot a few 
hundred yards from the entrance to Niagara 
Falls State Park remains a vacant lot today.

Mike Hudson

Hamister Fails To Open Hotel In Jamestown 
As Well As Niagara Falls

This is an artist rendering of the proposed Hamister hotel in Jamestown. 
Like its counterpart in Niagara Falls, it has apparently been delayed.

Hamister has “plans” to remodel this closed Jamestown hotel but plans 
have reportedly been delayed
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Resistance is stiffening to a proposed 
methadone clinic – serving as many as 400 
addicts – pro-posed by the not for profit 
Northpointe Council in the old school district 
administration building at Walnut Avenue and 
Sixth Street.

State Rep. John Ceretto, retired City 
Court judge and state Assembly candidate 
Angelo Morinello, city block club head 
Norma Higgs and even Niagara Falls Mayor 
Paul Dyster have joined the growing chorus 
questioning the wisdom of putting the large 
scale drug treatment facility a few blocks 
removed from the Seneca Niagara Casino 
and just a short walk from the mighty falls 
themselves.

In September, Community Development 
Director Seth Piccirillo said the Walnut 
Avenue site was the planned location of 
an Orleans-Niagara Board of Cooperative 
Education Services (BOCES) training 
program in September. Piccirillo then said the 
facility would provide certifications for home 
aides, licensed nurses and certified nurse’s 
assistants.

City Councilman Charles Walker sits on 
Northpointe Council board of directors, as 
does city Corporation Counsel Craig Johnson 
Walker said he was aware of Northpointe’s 
interest in the former school district building 
in May of last year.

Robert Pascoal, head of the Landlords 
Association of Greater Niagara and 
unsuccessful candidate for City Council in 
last year’s election, published an open letter 
to Walker on Facebook over the weekend.

“Is it true that you sit on the board of 
Northpointe, the organization that wants 
to locate a mega methadone clinic, right in 

the heart of the City of Niagara Falls tourist 
district, in direct conflict with the 2009 
Comprehensive Plan, and that it was your 
job to open up a dialogue with the people of 
the City of the City of Niagara Falls over two 
YEARS AGO?!” Pascoal asked.

The property is owned by the Paladino 
family’s Ellicott Development, which granted 
a lease to Northpointe last week,

“As much as people don’t want it in their 
area, we have an epidemic. It’s unfortunately 
a growing service that is needed,” Ellicott 
Development CEO William Paladino told 
the Niagara Gazette. “We think (Northpointe) 
does good work in the community and we 
said we’d stand behind them.”

Morinello said he took his concerns 
to Ellicott Development founder and one-
time gubernatorial candidate Carl Paladino 
directly.

“I met with Mr. Paladino recently. He 
indicated to me that should Northpointe 
Council make a re-quest, he would be 
agreeable to releasing them from their legally 
binding lease agreement for the property,” 
said Morinello, who now practices law 
privately in Niagara Falls.

Morinello said Paladino believes that 
an education center, such as the proposed 
BOCES nurse training center, would better 
serve the neighborhood’s needs.

As an alternate location for the 
methadone clinic, Morinello recommended 
that the city allow the vacant former police 
station on Hyde Park Boulevard to be offered 
to the agency.

Norma Higgs wrote in opposition to 
the drugs treatment center on behalf of the 
city’s block clubs. To begin with, she said, 
it makes no sense to put this kind of facility 
in a residential neighborhood. Planned new 
housing development nearby and one recently 
completed project just blocks away the 
location even more problematic, she added.

“While I am fully aware of the serious 
heroin addiction problem facing many 
communities and the nation as a whole, I am 
writing in opposition to the placement of an 
outpatient treatment center at this location,” 
she wrote. A drug treatment center is not 
the right kind of encouragement to possible 
tenants. Perception is a powerful force.”

Last week, after news of BOCES interest 
in the Walnut Avenue property became 
known, Dyster is-sued a public statement 
saying he would rather have the BOCES 
program at the location rather than the drug 
clinic.

Although the hot potato issue has been 
simmering for more than a year, it was the 
first time the mayor acknowledged it.

Opposition To Walnut Ave. Drug Clinic Mounts 
Amid Political Intrigue

This widely circulating flier details the reasons for opposing a heroin clinic on Walnut Avenue, as well as the 
conflicts of interest on the part of senior city Councilman Charles Walker and Niagara Falls Corporation Counsel 
Craig Johnson in the scheme.

Mike Hudson
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There’s one thing about the people who 
run the poverty industry here in Niagara Falls. 
Whether they’re taking care of the homeless 
or battered women, generational welfare 
recipients who make up the majority of public 
housing residents or dope fiends seeking a 
daily fix of methadone, the providers of social 
services here rake in the big bucks.

Whether they are public sector 
employees or work for the many private, 
not for profit organizations that are rapidly 
turning Niagara Falls into a warehouse for 
the unfortunate, damaged, unemployable 
and deranged, they’re not doing it out of any 
feelings of altruism.

They’re doing it for cash. Cold hard cash.
Take a look at the Northpointe Council 

Inc., the organization that is planning to open 
a methadone clinic serving as many as 400 
hardcore opiate addicts at the former Niagara 
Falls City School District office building on 
Walnut Avenue at Sixth Street.

With an operational budget of 
$3,842,149, Northpointe owes its’ existence 
to taxpayer funded social services programs, 
according to its Form 990 federal income tax 
return.

Working closely with the New York State 
Office of Alcoholism and Substance Abuse 
Services, North-pointe receives $2,001,868 
in direct payments from the government. 
Much of the rest of the budget is derived from 
Medicaid payments used by addicts to pay for 
methadone, a highly addicting substitute for 
heroin, morphine, oxycodone, Vicodin and 
other opiates.

And that budget will skyrocket if and 
when Northpointe opens for business on 
Walnut Avenue. Currently, the organization 
operates out of the Trott Access Center, where 
fewer than 100 addicts can be accommodated. 
As many as 400, from Erie as well as Niagara 
counties will be serviced at the new center, 
according to published reports.

As with all other forms of social services, 
more clients equals more money in the drug 
addict maintenance business.

Northpointe is run by Lewiston resident 
Daniel Shubsda, who earns a healthy $91,489 
a year with an additional $8,098 in “other 
compensation” for a total of $99,587 annually.

That brings him almost in line with the 
69 city police officers, firemen and others 
who earn at least $100,000 a year here, and 
substantially above the average Niagara Falls 
household, which manages to scrape by on 
just $31,531 a year.

Shubsda’s salary is dwarfed, however, 
by that of Buffalo physician Dr. Thomas 
Artim, who not only works for Northpointe 
but also maintains a private practice with the 
Cleveland Hill Medical Group in Buffalo. 
What he makes there is anyone’s guess but, 
according to tax records, Artim pulls down 
a hefty $192,061 a year in salary and other 
compensation for his work with Northpointe.

A third employee, Vice President 
Karen Friedhof, received $61,031 in total 
compensation, tax records show.

Serving on the Northpointe board 
of directors is Charles Walker, the senior 
member of the Niagara Falls City Council, 
and city Corporation Counsel Craig Johnson. 
Walker admitted last week that city officials 
knew of Northpointe’s plans for the Walnut 

Avenue property as long ago as May of last 
year, but did not say why the matter wasn’t 
made public until December, or explode 
into controversy until after the lease was 
signed between Northpointe and the building 
owners, Ellicott Development of Buffalo, this 
month.

To say that many questions remain 
unanswered would be an understatement. As 
it stands, between 200 and 400 dope fiends 
will be congregating in a quiet residential 
neighborhood just a stone’s throw away from 
one of the most visited tourist destinations in 
the world.

Does anyone think that’s a good idea?
Why, if our senior city councilman 

and our city attorney knew about this, nine 
months ago, did they wait to say anything 
publicly until after it was a done deal?

Niagara Falls Mayor Paul Dyster told the 

media last week that he would have rather seen 
a proposed BOCES nursing school located in 
the building. Did he know of the Northpointe 
deal back when Walker and Johnson knew 
about it? If so, why did he wait until the lease 
was signed before taking a position?

These questions may never be answered. 

This is Niagara Falls, after all. A place where 
a world class tourist attraction and millions 
of dollars in casino revenue have translated 
into a poverty so brutal that the only growth 
industry left in town is that of servicing and 
caring for the down and outers of every stripe 
who actually have to live here.

Multimillion Dollar Methadone Clinic To 
Profit From Human Suffering Here  

Mike Hudson
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After waiting almost two years for the 
rollout of New York’s medical marijuana 
program, many people who have sought to 
use medical cannabis to treat their ailments 
are finding that the so called “Compassionate 
Care Act” is anything but com-passionate. 

Among the obstacles facing people 
who seek medical marijuana as a means 
to provide relief from illnesses are the very 
small number of medical conditions covered 
by New York’s program, difficulties in 
finding doctors who have taken the training 
to recommend medical cannabis, the small 
number of licensed dispensaries, the limited 
modes of administering the medication, and 
the high cost of the medicine. 

One of the most frustrating problems 
being reported by potential users of medical 
cannabis is the difficulty in finding registered 
doctors who can recommend the use of 
the medicine. Although the New York 
Department of Health’s website previously 
had indicated that there would be a listing 
of the names of doctors who had registered 
under the program and who had consented to 
the disclosure of their names, the Department 
now indicates that the list of registered doctors 
is only available to physicians. This position 
is not consistent with the desire of registered 
doctors to allow patients who need medical 
marijuana to be able to find and contact them. 

The Department of Health has denied 
Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) requests 
for this list, with a position that forces patients 
to go to their treating physicians—who 
have not been trained in medical school or 
by the DOH’s online program regarding 
medical marijuana—and have such doctor 
determine whether medical marijuana may be 
appropriate for the patient. According to the 
DOH, the patients must be hopeful that their 
treating doctors will agree to go online and 
refer them to a registered doctor. 

The DOH’s procedure is not required 
by the laws or regulations concerning the 
program, and hinders patients who are 
concerned that expressing an interest in 
medical marijuana to their treating doctor 
(who does not have knowledge of and does 
not believe in such), because of fears that their 
treating doctors may threaten to drop them as 
patients if they wish to pursue the option of 
medical marijuana. This is not a hypothetical 
situation but is something that has been 
expressed to me by patients, and which has 
been experienced by some of them when they 
have approached their treating doctors on this 
topic. 

As one of the grounds for denying 
access to the list of registered doctors, the 
DOH has asserted that disclosure “could en-
danger the life or safety of any person.” This 
contention is ridiculous. The life or safety 
of any registered doctor or patient or any 
other person would not be endangered by the 
disclosure of the names of registered doctors, 
unless the DOH thinks that the offices of 
registered doctors would collapse due to the 
influx of patients seeking medical cannabis, 
or that some individual or corporation would 

target for harm the doctors who have offered 
to treat patients who can benefit from such 
medicine. 

Another disappointment and obstacle 
facing people who might benefit from 
medical cannabis is the small number of 
medical conditions that are covered by the 
New York program. The program covers 
some serious conditions such as epilepsy, 
Parkinson’s and Huntington’s diseases, 
and pain caused by cancer, but omits many 
conditions that have been relieved by use of 
medical cannabis in other states. Individuals 
suffering from Alzheimer’s, chronic pain, 
muscular dystrophy, dystonia, post-traumatic 
stress disorder, and rheumatoid arthritis do 
not qualify for use of medical cannabis under 
New York’s pro-gram. The DOH is requiring 
that intensive research studies support the 
use of medical cannabis for these conditions, 
while ignoring the fact that government 
policies over the last 50 years have hindered 
the performance of these very studies. It 
seems uncompassionate to deny patients 
who have no other option for the treatment 
of Alzheimer’s disease—and veterans who 
are committing suicide at the alarming rate 
of 22 each day due to, among other reasons, 
the mind numbing pain killers they have been 
prescribed—from using medical cannabis to 
attempt to relieve their ailments.

More Complications
An additional problem facing patients 

is finding a dispensary near their homes that 
has medicinal cannabis and has the type of 
medicine needed for their condition. Patients 
have had to drive up to eight hours round-
trip to obtain the medicine, which presently 
only is available in some of the 20 authorized 
dispensaries for the entire state. When patients 
finally reach a dispensary, many have reported 
that because the medicine is so expensive, 
and is not covered by insurance, that they may 
have to obtain relief by turning to the black 
market. These patients do not want to break 
the law, but many have no option if they are 
to obtain medical cannabis that can help their 
children or themselves. 

One of the reasons that medicinal 
cannabis is so expensive in New York is 
that—unlike almost every other program 
in the country—New York only permits 
the use of oils, capsules and tinctures that 

have been manufactured by an expensive 
ex-traction method that requires the use of 
a vast number of plants to obtain the oils. 
In most states, a patient can purchase much 
less expensive dried flowers or “buds” from 
a medical cannabis dispensary, or edible 
forms of cannabis that have been found to be 
easily ingested by elderly and other patients. 
Although the DOH claims that it seeks to 
deter citizens from smoking anything, their 
position ignores the fact that patients can 
obtain immediate and affordable relief from 
pain and other conditions such as irritable 
bowel syndrome by smoking cannabis. 
Smoking the buds is a simpler method of 
ingesting cannabis than the use of a vaporizer 
to ingest cannabis oils. In addition, studies 
that have been completed have found that 
smokers of cannabis have lower rates of lung 
cancer than people who have never smoked 
cannabis or tobacco. 

A further obstacle facing patients 
under New York’s program is that the five 
licensees are limited to each offering five 
“brands” of medical cannabis. Inasmuch as 
everyone reacts differently to cannabis (and 
prescription) medicine, this limitation, that is 
not present in other states, prevents patients 
from trying a variety of strains to determine 
which one works best for their condition. In 
other states, patients have the option of trying 
strains that work best for pain, others that 

pro-vide relaxation and restful sleep, or other 
strains that provide energy or other types of 
relief for specific conditions. 

If New York’s program truly seeks to 
compassionately assist patients in need of 
relief, major revisions must be made to the 
program. 

Hopefully, these revisions will come 
sooner than later because many of these 
patients are running out of options and time. 
They deserve better after their long wait, and 
their beliefs that New York would have a 
viable medical cannabis program. 

Marc Gromis is a lawyer whose practice is 
limited to medical marijuana law. Previously, 
he was a federal prosecutor in Buffalo for 
more than 15 years, and an owner of Buffalo 
Hemp Outfitters on Elmwood Avenue from 
2005-2009. Email: marcgromis@gromislaw.
com.

Unkind, Bud 
New York’s Medical Marijuana Program is unfriendly to patients

Marc Gromis
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On July 20, 1969 man landed on the moon 
as United States astronaut Neil Armstrong 
set foot on the lunar surface uttering those 
famous words, “That’s one small step for a 
man, one giant leap for mankind.” Back here 
on earth, in Niagara Falls, the US Army Corps 
of Engineers had constructed a coffer dam – 
shutting off the American waterfall – in order 
to study the erosion of the rock face behind 
the waterfall.

Man on the moon, no water for the 
waterfall. One an enormous scientific step 
forward for the world the other a mere – 
albeit interesting – blip on the radar screen of 
American natural history and man’s meddling 
in same.

As interesting as the moon landing and 
dewatering were plenty more of national 
significance occurred in that incredibly 
vibrant year in American history, 1969.

The very first troop withdrawals from 
Vietnam happened in July of the year. The 
war had raged for more than five years and 
showed its first signs of moving the other way 
as those troops headed home. It wouldn’t be 
until 1975 that we’d withdraw completely 
and head home for good.

In Los Angeles a strange character, 
named Charles Manson, with dreams of a 
career as a pop singer sent his team of Manson 
Family killers on a mission that entered the 
history books as the Sharon Tate murders.

In Woodstock New York several hundred 
thousand young people participated in the 
most famous rock concert and extended rock 

music event in American history. The film, 
Woodstock, captured the sound, images and 
spirit of the festival and is well worth viewing 
today.

On the other side of the nation, later in the 
year, a rock concert at Altamont, California 
made head-lines for very different reasons: 
violence and death caused the festival to be 
seen as – no pun in-tended – the death knell 
of peace, love and innocence that had been 
associated with rock festivals.

Richard Nixon took office as president 
for his first term after having defeated 
Hubert Humphrey, the “Happy Warrior” 
from Minnesota who had served as Lyndon 
Johnson’s VP.

Midnight Cowboy won the Academy 
Award for Best Picture.

1969 is considered by some American 
historians to be “the year” in contemporary 
American history. That’s because those 

365 days produced dramatic scientific 
breakthroughs, saw the first move to end the 
nation’s painful involvement in Vietnam, 
ushered in a presidency that culminated in an 
historic resignation of the president six years 
later and witnessed both the highpoint of and 
the ending of the proverbial peace and love 
generation.

You could say that in one year – 1969 – 
the nation collectively went to the moon and 
back. Such was the depth and breadth of the 
American experience in those 12 months. 
While right here at home the city of Niagara 
Falls puzzled over the shutting off of the 
water creating the world’s most well-known 
waterfall…the confluence of four of the five 
Great Lakes tumbling 178 feet over a hard 
rock precipice to the delight of millions of 
annual visitors.

It’s now 2016, 1969 is 47 years in the 
rear view mirror, and it does appear that the 

powers that be are once again preparing to 
shut off the falls. While the world has changed 
in many ways over the near half century, the 
politics, the bad planning and the foolishness 
in Niagara Falls continue unabated. Local 
elected officials and tourism professionals are 
parroting the state’s mantra that the shutoff of 
the falls will be good for the tourism industry. 
Shutting off the very thing that makes Niagara 
Falls a wonder couldn’t possibly be good and 
to say it is, is worse than shared mad-ness…
it’s purposely deceptive.

One more thing about 1969: Jennifer 
Aniston, the immensely popular actress of 
film and television, was born on February 11.

It was quite a year.

Niagara Falls went dry in 1969 Man on the moon 1969

1969: Man On The Moon, A Dry Waterfall And 
A Whole Lot More

Anna Howard

Concentration is the essence of all 
knowledge, nothing can be done 
without it.

---

The mind has to be made mallea-
ble like clay. Just as clay sticks 
wherever you throw it, so the mind 
must be made to dwell upon what-
ever object you concentrate it.

 ----

Love concentrates all the power of 
the will without effort.

----

Swami Vivekananda
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Why is Donald Trump so popular among 
the average Patriotic, American, working man 
and woman and feared by the main stream old 
guard Republicans and Democrats both? 

The answer is simple! He’s just like 
you and me in so many ways and will make 
changes that are better for America, you and 
me but not so much for the old guard!

 He does not believe in making decisions 
based upon Political Correctness and 
understands that our “old guard” political 
system forces Americans to make decisions 
based upon political correctness instead of 
what’s best for America or what’s best for 
their business. The “rules” the establishment 
class has made forces business people to 
make political type contributions, if you want 
to be in the game. If you want a Politician 
to help you, you are forced to make a 
“Contribution” which most people would call 
Blackmail. It’s the reason there is a Hobbs 
Act which prohibits political figures from 
using their official positions to obtain money 
from wanting Citizens, in re-turn for their 
help. I believe that this is exactly why Hillary 
and Bill created their money laundering 
operation called the Clinton Foundation.  I 
still believe that both Hillary and Bill used 
the Foundation to conspire to violate several 
Federal laws including the Hobbs Act! The 
FBI is investigating this and other allegations 
against Hillary, so we will eventually learn if 
or how either broke the law. 

This “old guard” Washington way of 
doing business is one of the big things Mr. 
Trump intends to change and is the NUMBER 
ONE reason the establishment, lobby 
oriented, bureaucracy in WDC is deathly 
afraid of Donald Trump. It has nothing to do 
with his income taxes or lack of diplomacy or 
anything else. They are afraid they will lose 
their lobby money and retirement lobby jobs, 
period! 

Also, there is no rule or law requiring 
candidates to release Tax Returns. The 
financial statements, which Trump released 

before anyone else, are the telling statements, 
not tax returns. Journalists who have never 
had a real job, have no idea how to interpret 
a complex or even a simple tax return and are 
too dumb to do their own re-turns. So, to them 
I say look some place else for your “smoking 
gun”, for something you “might” understand, 
like why Obama hid his college records, birth 
certificate and passport!

 Trump not only understands that our 
number ONE problem is ENERGY and not 
CLIMATE CHANGE and will close the 
EPA Gestapo, which has become Obama’s 
PERSONAL legislative branch of the Federal 
government! The EPA is a major contributor 
to our economic plight and interestingly, the 
EPA is one of the MANY things that our de-
ceased Supreme Court Justice Scalia called 
Obama on, for “violating” the Constitution 
by overstepping his authority! That was 
recently, when Obama ordered the EPA 
to close clean coal power plants. Justice 
Scalia is the Justice who died suddenly from 
“unknown” natural causes, at age 79, with no 
life threatening illnesses, with no autopsy, a 
quick embalming, no body fluids preserved 
and several mysterious marks on his body!!! 
To me Scalia’s death sounds like the guy who 
committed suicide by shooting himself in the 
back, twice. 

In my opinion, Mr. Trump recognizes 
that countries like Saudi Arabia are NOT 
the allies they pretend to be. Do you think 
the price of oil has plummeted because of 
“supply and demand” or “turmoil in the 
middle East” or some other BS reason? NOT! 
It’s 110% due to the fact that OPEC (Saudi 
Arabia) doesn’t want the US (specifically, 
North Dakota) to use our natural resources 
and mine oil from the Bakken Oil Reserves, 
nor any other place, for that matter. They 
don’t want the Keystone Pipeline or any 
oil mining from our government owned 
Colorado Green River area. Why? Because 

we have more oil in those two oil reserves 
than ALL OPEC combined BUT… it’s more 
expensive to produce because it is in the form 
of shale oil and oil shale! So Saudi Arabia has 
successfully (if only temporally) shut down 
the Bakken and put thousands of N Dakota 
residents out of work by dropping oil price! 
A year ago N Dakota had 0, (ZERO), Nada, 
NO unemployment and the average salary 
for the entire state was over $60,000.00 per 
year and doing over 1 million barrels per 
day! Now they’re down to almost nothing. 
If that doesn’t prove we MUST put a “leash” 
on the environmentalists and use all our 
natural resources sensibly, nothing will! We 
are allowing the King of Saudi Arabia to run 
our country due to our LACK OF ENERGY 
INDE-PENDENCE, and for no other reason. 
We have been providing the Saudis’ FREE 
military protection since back to the days 
they lived in tents and drove camels instead 
of Mercedes! Mr. Trump, you recall, has 
said NO MORE FREEBIES to the Saudis or 
anyone else! If we save/protect your country, 
like Kuwait or Iraq, we will take payment in 
the form of oil, cash, gold, and not camel dung 
like we have been getting! I think all the other 
Countries call that the “spoils of war”. That’s 
something we never took or demanded. We 
just let our allies, like “Russia” do it after 
WW2, for instance. Like Trump says, we 
have been suckers and are paying for it now!

 By the way, for those bleeding hearts 
who say a President Trump could not stop 

“non” US citizen Muslims or Mexicans from 
coming into the country as well as Mexicans 
“because it’s unconstitutional’, read Title 
8 USC SEC 1182! While you’re at it read 
this proclamation made on 8-4-11 by Barry 
Obama...”Now, Therefore, I, Barack Obama, 
by the authority vested in me as President by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States of America, including section 212(f) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 
1952, as amended (8 U.S.C. 1182(f)), and 
section 301 of title 3, United States Code, 
hereby find that the unrestricted immigrant 
and nonimmigrant entry into the United 
States of persons described in section 1 of 
this proclamation would be detrimental to 
the interests of the United States. I therefore 
hereby proclaim that:” He went on to say 
that he can and will STOP ANY  alien, for 
ANY reason, including religious and or 
political, from entering the US that he feels 
is a threat to the country!  Hard to believe, 
right? Remember, that was just before the 
2012 election! 

 I am convinced Donald Trump will use 
natural Energy resources and his business 
genius to put Americans to work, make our 
military strong again and turn our economy 
around and change the way Politicians do 
business.

 By the way, my wife asked me if we still 
have to pay for Secret Service protection for 
Hillary after she goes to jail? I don’t know, 
do you?

  Why Trump?

“Such was the will of the Father that 
his Son, blessed and glorious, whom 
he gave to us, and who was born for 
us, should by his own blood, sacri-
fice, and oblation, offer himself on the 
altar of the cross, not for himself, by 
whom “all things were made,” but for 
our sins, leaving us an example that 
we should follow his steps.”

St Francis of Assisi
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March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness 
Month and the Cancer Services Program of 
Ni-agara County is urging everyone to talk 
to their doctor about screening and testing 
op-tions for colorectal cancer (also called 
colon cancer).  

Colorectal cancer is the third most 
common cancer in New York state 
(excluding skin cancer) and the second 
leading cause of cancer deaths.  Each year, 
more than 10,000 New Yorkers develop 
colorectal cancer and more than 3,500 die 
as a result.

It doesn’t have to be that way. With 
recommended screening, the number of 
people who die from colorectal cancer could 
be reduced by at least 60 percent.

When colorectal cancer is found and 
treated early, it can often be cured.  In some 
cases, screening can actually prevent the 
development of colorectal cancer by finding 
abnormal growths called polyps so they can 
be removed before they become cancerous.

Racial/ethnic disparities are seen in 
colorectal cancer incidence and mortality 
rates, with higher colorectal cancer 
incidence and mortality rates in African 
Americans than whites.  Hispanics have a 
lower incidence of colorectal cancer and 

mortality than whites.
The most striking difference is by 

gender, where men have 30 percent higher 
incidence of colorectal cancer and a 40 
percent higher mortality rate than women. 

Nonetheless, all men and women age 
50 and older should get screened for colo-
rectal cancer.  

Colorectal cancer may not cause 
symptoms, especially at first, which is why 
reg-ular screening is needed to catch the 
disease in its earliest stages.  We want people 
to know there is more than one screening 
test for colorectal cancer and screening is 
easi-er than ever.  The important thing to 
remember is to talk to your doctor, decide 
which screening test is right for you, and get 
screened.  

The Cancer Services Program of 
Niagara County can help people who are 
with-out a doctor or without insurance.  Call 

us at (716) 278-4898.
Although this disease can occur at any 

age, most people who develop colorectal 
cancer are over age 50.  Anyone with a 
personal or family history of colorectal 
polyps or colorectal cancer, or with a 
personal history of inflammatory bowel 
disease is at a high-er risk for developing 
colorectal cancer.  Those individuals should 
talk to their doctors about when to begin 
screening and how often they should be 
tested.

Spread the word! Talk to your parents, 
siblings, children, co-workers, and friends 
about getting screened.  The Cancer Services 
Program of Niagara County provides free 
colorectal cancer screenings for uninsured 
and underinsured men and women age 50 
and older.  If you have insurance, talk to a 
health care provider about when you should 
start getting screened.  There are no excuses!

Celebrate Colorectal Cancer Awareness 
Month!  Dress in blue on Friday, March 4, 
for “National Dress in Blue Day” to call 
attention to this disease.  Give the ‘winter 
blues’ a different meaning this year and help 
to save lives, even your own!

The Cancer Services Program of 
Niagara County, an affiliate of Niagara 
Falls Memorial Medical Center, is part of 
the New York State Department of Health’s 
Cancer Services Program. That program 
offers colorectal, breast and cervical cancer 
screening to eligible uninsured individuals 
in every county in the state.  

The Cancer Services Program of 
Niagara County works to increase breast, 
cer-vical and colorectal cancer screening 
among the residents of Niagara County 
through public education, policy and 
systems changes and the provision of free 
cancer screen-ing for the uninsured.

For individuals insured through 
Medicaid, Medicare, and commercial health 
plans, including those participating in the 
New York State of Health, colorectal cancer 
screening is covered with no cost to the 
patient.

To learn more about screening options, 
visit:  http://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/
cancer/colorectal/screening.htm 

Cancer Screening Can Lower Death Rate
Six out of 10 Colorectal Cancer Deaths Could Be Prevented

Renae Kimble
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Let me preface this email by stating I am 
a day one reader of this newspaper and 
95% of the time love the viewpoints of 
the writers, especially when revealing the 
corrupt nature of Niagara Falls politics, 
backroom slick deals and the failing of the 
people of this once great city. However an 
article in the latest issue of your newspa-
per has me flat out disappointed.
I work as a chemical dependency counsel-
or in the Catholic Health system. I travel 
roughly 45 minutes to an hour Monday 
through Friday from Niagara Falls to Buf-
falo to work with individuals struggling 
with addiction and destruction in their 
lives. Unless you have been living under 
a rock, you see almost daily on the news 
the “heroin epidemic” that is gripping the 
whole country, not just WNY. The year 
to year numbers of overdosed climb by 
100% or more EACH YEAR.
Your article on methadone clinics was 
misleading, misinformed and frankly, 
dangerous. I personally have worked in 
the field of addiction for 6 years. I have a 
bachelors and a masters degree and con-

sider myself at the very least a half wit. I 
have the pleasure of working with medical 
professionals who have dedicated their 
lives to working in the field of addiction. I 
work closely with the methadone clinic in 
Buffalo, and the REAL WORLD statistics 
of harm reduction, shows that methadone 
clinics in fact SAVE LIVES.
To craft an article about opiod addic-
tion..... because that’s what your focusing 
on in your article even though several 
times this study referred to “narcotics” 
in lieu of the actual narcotic that metha-
done treats. When an individual becomes 
addicted to opiates and becomes physical-
ly dependent, the brain pathways change. 
Going back to the way things were pre 
addiction is not even an option anymore.
Here’s where you, and everyone else miss 
the boat on methadone, and opiate re-
placement therapy. It’s a MEDICATION. 
Some medications have to be taken for 
life. Talk to the person suffering from hy-
pertension that has to take life long med-
ication to stop cardiac issues. Or speak 
with the diabetic that has to inject insulin 
in order to continue to live a semblance of 
a quality of life.

You see addiction is an uncomfortable 
conversation. The MAIN problem today, 
is misinformation and being uneducated 
to the issue. Heroin and opiates are not 
going away. Addiction is not a choice, re-
gardless of what you or anyone else may 
think. Addicts don’t CHOOSE to become 
criminals and sell their bodies, the ad-dic-
tion takes over and these become survival 
instincts, more so than eating and sleeping 
or finding good shel-ter.
Believe me I 100% understand that people 
don’t want methadone clinics in their back 
yards. Alot of that has to do with misin-
formation. Yes, alot of the addicts going 
to a clinic have criminal backgrounds, 
that’s a by-product of addiction. However 
methadone is a level of care. A medication 
assisted therapy that is also a coun-seling 
service and life saving, last chance for 
those suffering from the horrible disease 
of addiction. Let me ask you this last 
question. If it was someone you loved 
deeply, a spouse, a sibling, a parent, a 
child.....and the only chance for them 
between the morgue and life was a metha-
done clinic, would you still be publishing 
arti-cles bashing them?

PS anytime you want to interview a pro-
fessional in the field about what’s really 
going on, and the services out there for 
help and want to be part of the solution, 
rather than the misinformation, my email 
is open. In the meantime I’ll keep reading 
the 95% of the newspaper that’s spot on.

Don Ranalli

Reporter Wrong About Meth Clinics
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CAT CULTURE
■ Longtime National Symphony cellist 
David Teie announced in November that his 
crowdfunding project was hugely successful, 
freeing him to produce an album of music 
meaningful to cats. (Cats, for example, relax in 
response to the earliest sound of their mother’s 
purring, which Teie clocked at 23 harp notes a 
second.) Teie’s work, according to an October 
Washington Post feature, includes examining 
waveforms of real-time purrs and creating an 
organ sound to mimic the opening and closing 
of a cat’s vocal chords. His KickStarter pitch 
raised so much money that he might also try 
creating music for bored zoo elephants or 
stressed-out whales. In tests, cats responded 
well to Teie’s music, according to a 2015 journal 
article (but with less curiosity at the Washington 
cat cafe Crumbs & Whiskers).
LEADING ECONOMIC INDICATORS
■ Amazon.com has riled up Buddhist temples in 
Japan, according to a January Associated Press 
dispatch, by offering traveling monks rentable 
online to conduct funerals and other rituals. 
The monk would go to a home, grave or funeral 
home, at fees and upgrades ranging from the 
equivalent of $300 to about $8,500. (Many of 
Japan’s 75,000 Buddhist temples are struggling 
financially and destined to close. Complained a 
spokesman for the Japan Buddhist Association, 
what Amazon is facilitating “is allowed in no 
other country in the world.”)
■ In February, Gawker.com introduced the 
semi-serious Lube Crude Index as a poignant 
indicator of how far the price of oil has fallen. 
Comparing the world price of a standard 

42-gallon barrel of crude (about $31) with that 
of a 55-gallon barrel of Passion Natural Water-
Based Lubricant (retailing as, when packaged in 
smaller quantities, a sexual aid) shows that “sex 
lube” is more valuable than crude oil by a factor 
of 28—a barrel’s worth of the lube recently 
priced at $1,175 versus crude’s barrel-adjusted 
$41. As recently as June 2014, the Lube Crude 
Index was near 1. (Gawker reported that only 
two actual barrels of Passion Natural could be 
found and that the price would likely rise further 
if one of them were sold.)
UNCLEAR ON THE CONCEPT
■ (1) Angel Rivera, 49, was arrested in 
December in Orlando, Florida, on allegations 
that he punched a child in the face because the 
boy was not getting dressed for church fast 
enough. (The boy was wearing an ankle brace, 
which slowed him down.) (2) Ryan Dailey, 
28, was arrested in Las Cruces, New Mexico, 
in February on several charges after, police 
said, he beat his mother by pounding her with 
a Bible. His explanation, police said, was that 
when he asked her who her soul belonged to, 
she repeatedly declined to answer.
WHO KNEW?
■ The much-maligned pigeon was recently 
found by researchers to be as skilled as humans 
at distinguishing between slides of benign 
versus malignant human breast tissue. Writing 
in the journal PLOS ONE, specialists from the 
University of Iowa and University of California, 
Davis lauded the birds’ processing of color, 
contrast, brightness and image compression, 
marveling that pigeons see more wavelengths 
of light than humans, even though their brains 
are one-thousandth the size. (Birds are already 
known to distinguish “hostile” humans in 
celebrated dive-pecking incidents.)

POLICE REPORT
■ A near-certain robbery of the PNC Bank 
in Zebulon, North Carolina, on Jan. 28 was 
prevented, with employees treated to an almost-
slapstick scene in which the bank manager 
kept the suspect outside by winning a tug-of-
war for control of the front door. The manager 
had grabbed the door after noticing an armed, 
masked man approaching from the parking lot 
just after the bank opened. (The frustrated perp 
fled empty-handed, but was at large.)
■ Awkward Moments Ahead in Lockup: (1) 
Joel Sloan, 51, was booked into jail for DUI by 
a sheriff’s deputy in Birmingham, Alabama, in 
February. Sloan was dressed head-to-toe as a 
clown. (No explanation was offered.) (2) Vaughn 
Tucker, 23, was booked into jail in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, in February on drug charges. He 
was wearing a T-shirt with large lettering on the 
front: “I Would Cuddle You So Hard.”
■ Didn’t Think It Through: The robbers of the 
electronics store Compucell in Springfield, 
Massachusetts, in December came up empty, 
but are still at large. A man with a gun jumped 
the counter and demanded that the employee 
give him money from the locked cash register. 
The gunman moved to the back door to let in 
his accomplice, but that merely allowed the 
employee and two customers to run out the front 
door, and the accomplice fled, too, sensing that, 
with no one to unlock the register, the “robbery” 
was going nowhere.
PERSPECTIVE
■ American hunters are so trophy-kill-obsessed 
that, in the decade ending in 2014 (according to 
Humane Society figures), they averaged nine 
imported carcasses a day among the “Big Five” 
African species (lions, elephants, leopards, 
rhinos and African buffalo)—most of which 

require special U.S. and foreign permits, with 
“conservation” conditions. Some countries 
endanger their own dwindling herds just to sell 
the lucrative permits, and South Africa even 
offers 150 captive lions a year to make trophy 
kills easier. (Total hunting imports of all animal 
trophies averaged 345 a day, mostly from 
Canada and Mexico.)
THE LITIGIOUS SOCIETY (FOREIGN)
■ (1) Chandan Kumar Singh told BBC News 
in February that his recent lawsuit against 
the Hindu god Ram was provoked by Ram’s 
mistreatment of his wife in spiritual lore. Said 
Singh, “(W)e cannot talk about respecting 
women in modern day India when we know 
that one of our most revered gods did not treat 
his own wife with respect.” Singh thus wants 
a court to tell the god to acknowledge he 
was wrong. (2) After news reports of a male 
Siberian tiger being playful with a male goat 
(ordinarily, a tiger’s meal) in a Russian safari 
park, lawyer Alexei Krestyanov pressured the 
local prosecutor in February to embargo further 
announcements, claiming that such coverage 
harmed children by provoking “interest in non-
traditional sexual relations.”
PEOPLE WITH ISSUES
■ Police in Austin, Texas, said in February 
they had received several complaints (KEYE-
TV reported “dozens”) from women about a 
man who approaches them in public genially, 
but then turns aggressive and tries to stomp 
their feet (in one case, telling the woman it 
was “normal” behavior for him). (The suspect 
apparently has only little in common with the 
Arkansas recidivist who holds the record for 
multiple appearances in News of the Weird—
who merely fondles and sucks women’s toes, 
although without their consent and sometimes 
after forcefully grabbing the foot.)

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
Chuck Shephard



NIAGARA FALLS REPORTER MAR 3- MAR 9, 201618



NIAGARA FALLS REPORTER MAR 3- MAR 9, 2016 19

Pisces: (February 19 - 
March 20)

Some day you will find 
yourself - and wish you hadn’t. 
People get so emo-tional when 

you’re not around. That emotion is happiness.  
Your parents know about condoms right? You 
think you’re out of this world --and every-one 
wishes you were.

Aquarius: (January 20 - 
February 18)

No one is saying you’re 
promiscuous, but you’ve 

been in so many motel rooms your 
nickname is ‘Gideon.’ Never play hide and 
seek because no one would ever look for 
you.  At birth, your parents named you Shit 
Happens.

Capricorn: (December 22 - 
January 19)

People like to help you 
out. Which way did you 

come in? It is not true that everyone hates 
you. You haven’t met everyone yet. Of 
course people have feelings for you! Like 
hatred, anger, denial, and did I mention 
uncontrollable rage?

Libra: (September 23 - 
October 22)

There is no vaccine against 
stupidity. Your lover 

commits suicide and it was your fault. You 
were making love and you took the bag off 
your head. You so ugly when you walk past 
McDonalds they stop selling happy meals.

Scorpio: (October 23 - 
November 21)

Learn to speak English. 
You ae so ugly that at 
airports they make you 

frisk yourself. There is a reason why you’re a 
dumbass; 1 be-cause you’re dumb and 2 you 
look like an ass. People regard you as dense, 
but you never notice.

Sagittarius: (November 22 
- December 21)

Learn from your parents’ 
mistakes - use birth 

control!  Your gene pool could use a little 
chlorine. You failed! just like your mom’s 
abortion! You’re good for people’s health. 
When they see you coming, they take long 
walks.

Virgo: (August 23 - 
September 22)

Everyone has the right to 
be ugly, but you abused 

the privilege. You’re a person of rare 
intelligence. It’s rare when you show any. 
When you went to the zoo you got shot with 
a tranquilizer dart. 

Gemini: (May 21 - June 
20)

You have a lot of well-
wishers. They would all like 

to throw you down one. Your father should have 
just gone to sleep that night. People break into 
your house just to close the blinds. The best joke 
about your mom is you.

Leo: (July 23 - August 22)

Your best birth control is 
just to leave the lights on.  
Want to see something 
funny? Okay, hold on let 

me get a mirror. You’re the kind of person 
that people really like to run into sometime 
-- when you’re walking and they’re driving 
a car!

Taurus: (April 20 - May 
20)

If ignorance is bliss, you 
must be the happiest person 
alive. You were so ugly your 

mother used to feed you with a sling shot. 
There aren’t enough middle fingers to let you 
know how people feel about you.

Cancer: (June 21 - July 22)

You are so ugly that they 
sent your picture to Ripley’s 
Believe It or Not and he sent 

it back and said, “I don’t believe it.” From the 
moment people lay eyes on you they know 
that they want to spend the rest of their life 
avoiding you.

Aries: (March 21 - April 
19)

You knew you were an 
unwanted baby when you 

saw that my bath toys were a toaster and a 
radio. Don’t try to act smart. It doesn’t suit 
you. You’re the kind of person that people 
dream about at night -- it’s better than seeing 
you in the light. 

A trained astrologer can tell someone’s sign by just looking at them. Yes, each sign has its own unique physical characteristics. Learn how to make the 
most of your own astrologically - given looks and be able to tell at a glance what sign someone is by using the handy chart below...




