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Mayor, Chairman, Senator: Investigate Cottrell conflict
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The question of whether or not the
impoverished city of Niagara Falls
should be in the concert promotion
business has already been answered –
by Mayor Paul Dyster, whose idea it
was, and the City Council, which has
continued to provide funding for the
Hard Rock Concert Series here.

In a city that cannot afford to keep
its Department of Public Works office
open  all day on weekdays, where the
streets are a disgrace and the number
of vacant, abandoned buildings will
soon surpass the number in which the
dwindling population chooses to live
and do business, the concert promo-
tions have cost the city somewhere be-
tween $800,000 in recent years.

And this year, our city fathers – in
their infinite wisdom – have taken the
first step toward promoting shows that
don’t even take place in the city, but in
the state park.

Think about it. The whole point of
the concert series was to bring people
into downtown Niagara Falls, where
revenues from parking would more
than make up for the cost to the tax-
payers, Dyster said.

Even when the concerts were held
downtown, parking revenues were flat.
Now, with the popular Buffalo Philhar-
monic Orchestra show being held on
Goat Island, any money that might
have been made will go directly into
the coffers of the New York State Of-
fice of Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation, located a bit more than
300 miles to the east of the city.

At the falls themselves, massive
parking lots will make it possible for
Buffalo Philharmonic fans to see the
show without ever setting foot in Ni-

agara Falls, despite the fact that Niag-
ara Falls taxpayers are asked to foot
the bill for the extravaganza.

Last week, the City Council turned
down a request from Dyster for an ad-
ditional $5,000 to help the poor old
state of New York further subsidize an
event it will make a tidy profit on.

But that doesn’t spare them the
shame of authorizing $150,000 for the
summer concert series along with an
extra $50,000 for a New Year’s show
in the first place.

Other municipalities such as Lock-
port and North Tonawanda have free
concerts during the summer but there’s
a big difference. In those municipali-
ties, a real concert promoter is brought
in.

The promoter pays the city for the
privilege of staging the shows, books
the bands, pays their guarantees, buys
advertising and hires security, hoping
that beer, food and souvenir sales will
more than offset these costs and earn
him a profit.

In Niagara Falls, the taxpayers pay
for the bands, buy the advertising and
provide security with police officers
being paid time-and-a-half or double
overtime. Meanwhile, the Hard Rock
Café, which doesn’t invest a dime in
the concerts, is given exclusive rights
to the beer, food and souvenir conces-
sions.

For the Hard Rock Café, part of a
billion-dollar multinational corpora-
tion wholly owned by the Seminole

Nation of Indians, it’s all free money.
“Places like mine do very few con-

certs in the summer,” said concert pro-
moter and Rapid Theater owner John
Hutchins. “Why would you come and
pay me $35 for a ticket when you can
go to free public concerts. The state is
in the concert business, the county and
the cities are in the concert business.
They use my tax money to compete
against me.”

Hutchins invested millions of dol-
lars building the Rapids and did get a
grant from the city of $150,000. Over
the last 2.5 years he has done in the
neighborhood of 100 concerts -- none
of them funded by the city.

Because of the government funded
free concerts, Mr. Hutchins said he
does “weddings and reunions and cor-
porate events in the summer.

“It is very difficult for us to put on
concerts in July and August because
we can’t charge for tickets when the
government has free concerts every-
where from Art Park to Hard Rock,” he
added.

Still, the mayor of the poorest and
most crime infested city in all of New
York defends the Hard Rock series.

Why not? He enjoys himself
tremendously!

Following a 2010 appearance by
Sugar Ray at the Hard Rock, lead
singer Mark McGrath told the audi-
ence that the Niagara Falls show was
the only one on the tour where the
band had the opportunity to pound
shots with the mayor backstage.

That same night, on the way to
Darien Lake after the show, the band's
tour bus was reportedly pulled over by
state police and the driver charged with
drunk driving. Mayor Dyster, we must
assume, on his way home, employed a
designated driver.

Interestingly, Sugar Ray was al-
legedly paid $30,000 for the Hard
Rock concert. Last week, the Reporter
put in a call to a source at Grabow of
Beverley Hills, a booking agent that
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has the band.
Grabow – whose motto is “Putting

the show biz into your biz” – special-
izes in corporate events, and also rep-
resents comedians, magicians and
motivational speakers.

The base asking price for Sugar
Ray when the band is out on tour and
going to be nearby anyway?

$15,000.
This year’s Hard Rock concert

lineup is particularly grim. Other than
the aforementioned Buffalo Philhar-
monic, the premier acts are the Guess
Who, or at least the bass player and
drummer from the Guess Who, and
KC and the Sunshine Band, a 1970s
disco group that has had 36 different
members over the years, according to
the online encyclopedia Wikipedia.

Other headliners include bands
you’ve never heard of like Sloan, Talas
and Finger Eleven, all of whom will be
leaving Niagara Falls with wads of
your cash in their pockets and smiles
on their faces.

The remarkable thing about the
great rock and roll swindle known as
the Hard Rock Café concert series is
that it hasn’t managed to attract bigger
acts, who would presumably be as
eager for the easy money as the cast of
has-beens and never-weres that have
characterized the event since its incep-
tion.

The Nik Wallenda high wire walk
that will take place this summer is an
example of an event that will cost the
taxpayers of Niagara Falls nothing,
provide spectacular entertainment and
help restore some of Niagara Falls ’
lost luster.

This is because it was handled by
entertainment industry professionals
looking to make a profit.

The Hard Rock concert series is an
example of an amateur hour embar-
rassment.

(contact Mike Hudson at info@nia-
garafallsreporter.com)



By Frank Parlato Jr.

Spurred by a story published last
week in the Niagara Falls Reporter, an
investigation is now underway at city
hall and possibly in Albany concerning
a potential conflict of interest for
Kevin Cottrell, the man in charge of
the city’s plan to develop an Under-
ground Railroad exhibit.

Mayor Paul Dyster confirmed to
the Reporter that there is an investiga-
tion “underway” concerning Mr. Cot-
trell but declined to state specific
details saying it was a “personnel”
matter.

While no fan of the Reporter,
Mayor Dyster said concerning the Re-
porter’s inquiries into Mr. Cottrell, “I
always wonder if you are interested in
learning facts or creating them. There
have been a lot of facts said about me
in the paper that have no relationship
to reality. On the other hand, every
once in a while, you put something in
there that is factual or that leads in a di-
rection that maybe government has to
investigate.”

An investigation can originate only
through the Mayor office or through a
request by the city council.

“Based on the information I read in
the Reporter, it appears there is direct
conflict of interest, and a violation of
law,” said Council Chairman Sam Fr-
uscione.

Mr. Fruscione said he met with
Corporation Counsel Craig Johnson
last week and asked the city’s top
lawyer to expedite inquiries into alle-
gations made about Mr. Cottrell in the
Reporter story.

Mr. Fruscione said Mr. Johnson,
the Mayor and he will be meeting this
week and he plans to provide the law
department and the Mayor with printed
copies of emails purportedly written by
Mr. Cottrell soliciting business for his
private enterprise, Motherland Con-
nextions, a company that, as a condi-
tion of Mr. Cottrell’s employment with
the city, he agreed he would not oper-
ate or benefit from.

Mr. Cottrell signed a document on
March 4, 2009 that reads he “will not
be operating, engaging in any aspect,
or profiting from the Motherland Con-
nection (sic) business during the term
of this agreement consistent with the
provisions of the Public Officers Law.”

Mayor Dyster also signed the
agreement.

Last week, the Reporter employed
an operative to arrange to book 24
tours directly from Mr. Cottrell for

Motherlands Connextions while he
was apparently on city time.

Since Mr. Cottrell is paid jointly by
the city and the New York Office of
Parks Recreation and Historic Preser-
vation, the matter also falls under the
watch of state officials.

New York State Senator George
Maziarz (R-Newfane) said he is per-
sonally taking the matter of Mr. Cot-
trell’s potential conflict directly to Mr.
Cottrell’s supervisor, Commissioner of
Parks, Rose Harvey.

“I am going to meet with her and
bring her a copy of the news story, the
emails and other details,” said Sen.
Maziarz “and ask her to investigate. I
will be reporting back on this matter to
my constituents.”

While Mayor Dyster declined to
address what was being investigated,
sources at city hall said last week that
the Mayor ordered an audit of all of
Mr. Cottrell’s time sheet records. The
handwritten time sheets for all city em-
ployees are inputted into a computer
software system at the offices of the
Human Resources Department, as a
back up, a method of checking and
preventing changes to time sheet cards
at a later date.

Part of what will be checked ap-
parently is whether Mr. Cottrell has
taken appropriate sick days or vacation
time when he might have been absent
from work. Mr. Cottrell, who works in
an office on the first floor of city hall,
reportedly does not or is not required
to appear on a daily basis.

According to City Controller,
Maria Brown, Mr. Cottrell, like any
city employee, can collect, depending
on length of his employment up to 60
percent of his unused sick time in cash
after three years and 100 percent of his
vacation time, up to 6 weeks.

Niagara Falls Corporation Coun-
sel, Craig Johnson said the agreement
Mr. Cottrell signed with the Mayor in
2009 is in force and that, if an investi-
gation determines Mr. Cottrell was op-
erating his private business while
conducting work for the public, it
would be “precisely a conflict of inter-
est.”

Mr. Johnson said the Niagara Falls
Code of Ethics, Section 107.02: F ad-
dresses this: (A city employee) “shall
not invest or hold any investments di-
rectly or indirectly in any financial,
business, commercial or other private
transaction which creates a conflict
with his or her official duties.”

The New York State’s Public Offi-
cers Law, referred to in the 2009 agree-

ment signed by Mr. Cottrell and Mayor
Dyster also addresses the conflict
under section 74 parts 2 and 3.

In 2008, city and state officials
reached an agreement to transfer Mr.
Cottrell from his job with the New
York State Parks – where he was em-
ployed as a grant writer - to his current
position in the city.

The arrangement allowed Mr. Cot-
trell to take a leave of absence from the
state while he worked for the city to
create an Underground Railroad ex-
hibit in the old Customs House near
the Whirlpool Bridge.

According to city records, Mr. Cot-
trell is paid $74,800 with benefits
package totaling $120,972. State Parks
contributes $75,000 from their budget
and the city pays $45,972.

In addition to his salary, Mr. Cot-
trell heads the Niagara Falls Under-
ground Railroad Heritage
Commission. According to FOIL re-
quest obtained documents, the com-
mission received a check from the city
on July 1, 2010 in the amount of
$350,000 from Seneca Casino funds to
aid in the promotion of tourism for the
Underground Railroad exhibit and
planned attractions.

As of press time, there has been no
financial reports showing how Mr.
Cottrell’s commission spent the
money.

Under requirements set forth in
New York State Finance Law 99 H
section 4 part b, all entities that receive
casino money must file a report and
“such report shall include an account-
ing received by such entity ….and the
expenditure of any such monies” by
April 1 of each year.

According to city controller Maria
Brown, she has never seen a report
filed and it is now two years late.

As of press time, it is unclear if the
money was spent, who has the money
or, if any is left, where it is.

The Reporter intends to investigate
this matter fully in the coming weeks.

Meantime, Mr. Cottrell’s immedi-
ate issue of a potential conflict of in-
terest suggests he faces penalties,
including fines, discharge from the
city, and the state, and, if fraud is un-
covered, possible criminal charges and
forfeiture of his pension.

His company, Motherland Con-
nextions exclusively sells tours and
souvenirs connected with the Under-
ground Railroad history in this region,
a history that critics of Mr. Cottrell
suggest Mr. Cottrell made up, using his
official position with the city to en-

dorse fabricated history that supports
his private business.

Unlike calls made by our operative
to book tours which were returned
promptly by Mr. Cottrell, repeated
calls to Mr. Cottrell over the past week
were not returned to the Reporter.

For Council Chairman Fruscione
this issue is clear: “Everybody has to
follow a certain code of ethics and you
need to adhere to that,” he said.
“Everybody, no matter who you are--
the mayor, the council or employees.”

Stay tuned.
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Cottrell investigation underway
Reporter story prompts action by city, state officials

If ever you need a little humor,
it will rarely be a waste of time to
check out local politicians’ Face-
book pages.

On Sunday, May 13, for exam-
ple, the Buffalo News wrote a fea-
ture about Sam Hoyt, recently
named head of the regional office
of Empire State Development - an
organization dedicated to providing
corporate welfare for developers
who donate to politicians. At 11:24
pm., Mayor Dyster wrote on his
Facebook about Mr. Hoyt:

“The right man, at the right
time, in the right position... Andrew
Cuomo is taking a big chance on
WNY; we've said for years all we
needed was a chance to show what
we could do. Now we've got it. We
ALL need to pull together. I ab-
solutely guarantee you Sam Hoyt is
the right guy to make it happen.”

“Thank you, Mayor Dyster,”
responded Sam Hoyt at 11:27 pm.

At 11:28pm, Paul Dyster re-
sponded, “Thank YOU, Sam
Hoyt.”

At 11:41, Terry Shaw, former
publisher of the Niagara Gazette,
concluded the love-fest when he
commented, “Get a room, you
two!”

Facebook 
exchange 

Sam Hoyt
***
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More Holiday Market secrets revealed
The Reporter takes you inside a closed-door meeting at city hall

By Frank Parlato, Jr.

The issue of accountability for the public’s
money was front and center at a closed-door city hall
meeting held on the afternoon of May 15, on the final
report from Global Spectrum on the Holiday Market.

The differences at the meeting seemed to focus
on whether or not the public is entitled to know how
its money was spent for this venture or whether the
details of how $760,000 of mostly public money was
spent should remain private. 

The meeting, held at the City Council offices,
was attended by Council Chairman Sam Fruscione,
Councilmember Glenn Choolokian, City Corpora-
tion Counsel Craig Johnson, USA Niagara President
Chris Schoepflin, Global Spectrum Manager Ryan
Coate and the city’s Media and Public Relations per-
son, Kevin Ormsby.

The Niagara Falls Reporter through a FOIL re-
quest obtained the minutes to what would otherwise
be a private meeting not open to the press or public.

The minutes reveal an interesting dimension of
how government operates and tells a further story
about the publicly-funded Holiday Market.

This story will quote liberally from the minutes.
Mr. Fruscione, who convened the meeting,

opened it by presenting a letter to Mr. Coate, man-
ager of the Conference Center, the man who was
charged with monitoring the expenses of the Holiday
Market for Mark Rivers, the Idaho developer en-
trusted with $450,000 of public money to develop
the Market. Mr. Rivers was not in attendance.

The letter asked that a number of questions be
answered, one of them being a detailed report on
$114,000 in salaries Mr. Rivers paid to various, un-
named people – with public money- for his 37 day
event.

Mr. Coate, after reading the letter, “responded re-
spectfully saying the salaries of the Holiday Market
event were private.”

According to the minutes, Mr. Schoepflin “stated
(the) same and a discussion took place regarding
those salaries, the notion of what is and is not private
in relation to the city contributing to the event and so
on.”

Mr. Coate and Mr. Schoepflin argued the public
was not entitled to know who got paid with public
money or what they did for that money.

Mr. Rivers has claimed (including to this writer)
that he developed the market out of “love of the com-
munity” and spent more than $114,000 in salaries.

Mr. Fruscione thought it might be worth learning
more about it.

Love takes us only so far. Especially love from a
man who was handed $450,000 and loves us at a dis-
tance. Mr. Rivers lives in Boise, Idaho .

Mr. Fruscione said, “The salary line is very trou-
bling.”

Mr. Choolokian said, “It is unacceptable that the
city would contribute in the way it has and have in-
formation withheld!”

Mr. Schoepflin said, “Perhaps a city employee
might be allowed to look at the salary records, such
as (city controller) Maria Brown. But all information
would remain private and not for publication.”

His view is the public can’t know who was paid

by Mr. Rivers and perhaps check to see if these are
real people, whether they work for Mr. Rivers for
something else, whether they put in the time, whether
they gave some of the money back to Mr. Rivers.
Whether he loved us as much as he said he does.

Mr. Coate said, “All time sheets of all workers
are in my possession.”

Mr. Fruscione “noted that one of those employed
by the Holiday Market was a former USA Niagara
employee.”

Mr. Schoepflin “acknowledged same” and said
there was nothing inherently wrong with this.

Mr. Fruscione “noted that he has been in touch
with representatives of Aaron Neville and he has
concerns as to how the concerts had been booked and
billed.”

The Global Spectrum report was to be a fact-
based report for the public to judge how its money
was spent and how successful the Market was. It was
not supposed to be colored by interpretations in lieu
of facts. Mr. Coate, in his report, described Mr.
Neville as having a “soul quenching voice” which,
by the way, may be the first time that a financial re-
port on a publically –funded concert ever tried to
quantify soul-quenching values in lieu of monetary
ones.

I mean, after all, how to you put a price tag on
having your soul quenched?

Lamentably, few thirsty souls ever got the
chance. Mr. Neville, a performer at one of four,
money-losing concerts at the Market was allegedly
paid $25,000. Along with other costs associated with
the concert, the soul – quenching event cost the pub-
lic more than $40,000 and brought in $9,000.

Mr. Rivers “booked” the concert but did not ap-
pear at the soul –rewarding show. In fact public
records show he wrote a bounced check to the pro-
duction company – Advanced Production Group –
who almost did not do the show- since they liked to
be paid for their work in cash and not in soul –
quenching nectar.

At the meeting, Mr. Fruscione expressed doubts
that Mr. Neville really was paid $25,000 since he
generally books for about half that amount and sug-
gested Mr. Rivers might have skimmed a bit, book-
ing through middle men, a common practice when
fools, who should not be in the concert business, get
separated from their (or in this case, the public’s)
money.

The Reporter contacted Mr. Rivers on this matter
and when asked how much he really paid Mr.
Neville, Mr. Rivers hung up the phone and declined
to take further calls.

Mr. Coate and Mr. Schoepflin “noted,” according
to the minutes, “they have all the concert information
in their office and can share same. They do not share
Fruscione's concerns as to how the concerts were
billed and booked.”

"I want you to be honest,” the minutes quote Mr.
Choolokian as saying. “Do you think there was
$760,000 (invested in the Market– as was re-
ported)?”

Mr. Schoepflin: "Yes. It was good."
Mr. Choolokian contradicted: "There's no way

his thing cost (nearly) $800 thousand. This report is
a joke. I want receipts and backup."

Mr. Fruscione: "The Council has the fiduciary
responsibility here…. We haveto answer for how this
money is spent."

Mr. Schoepflin “expressed disappointment that
he was not consulted ‘before you (Mr. Fruscione)
‘'went to the media.’"

Mr. Fruscione “stated that he believed a ‘bait and
switch’ had been pulled with regard to the participa-
tion of Tony Walker (at the Market).

“Mr. Schoepflin did not believe this had oc-
curred.”

Before he got the $450,000 of public money, Mr.
Rivers promised that Tony Walker, a high end ap-
parel and accessories company, would take ten
booths at the Market. They never showed, but curi-
ously Mr. Rivers’ website continued to advertise
Walker prominently throughout the days of the mar-
ket as one of the vendors.

Contrasting Walker’s non appearance at the Mar-
ket was the generally unknown fact that the man who
loves us so dearly as to operate a Holiday Market for
us – for free – just out of love – Mark Rivers - had
vending booths that he operated himself.

“A discussion took place” the notes continue “re-
garding (Mr. Rivers’) consignment sales. Fruscione
questioning the figures of the report. Fruscione asked
Schoepflin and Coate if they knew how many booths
Rivers himself operated during the Market. Frus-
cione stated he suspected Rivers was operating pos-
sibly seven of the booths himself. Fruscione
questioned whether sales tax was properly collected
throughout the event by the 30 vendors.”

Mr. Schoepflin “stated several times that he was
upset that the Council Chair had not discussed the
final report with him before talking to the media.”

Mr. Fruscione replied “he could have been much
more pointed in his public remarks but held back.
He also noted he received the report on the day of a
Council meeting and purposely declined to make a
public statement until he had time to study the report.
He noted that in the interim … some people leaked
the report to the media before he could make an of-
ficial public statement.”

Mr. Choolokian and Mr. Fruscione pressed for
more details. Among these was the high cost of the
ice rink. Mr. Coate and Mr. Schoepflin said the ac-
tual cost of the rink was less than originally reported.

It was the Reporter that exposed the ice rink’s
true cost after contacting Ice Rink Events manager
John Civiletto who said the cost was $99,000 and
not as Global Spectrum reported $146,000.

“The new figures (for the ice rink) were offered
at this time,” the minutes report. “(Mr. Coate) also
said he would offer a correction for the concert line.”

Mr. Choolokian said, "So we were given an in-
accurate report?"

Mr. Coate and Mr. Schoepflin said “it was a sim-
ple error and was now corrected.”

The councilmen questioned the more than
$15,000 in travel Mr. Rivers charged to the public.
“No further details as to where and when travel was
made were offered.”

Mr. Choolokian said, "Our phones are ringing
off the hook with angry taxpayers. We got taken
plain and simple. There'll be no more projects like

(Continued on page 17)
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By Tony Farina

I’m pleased to hear that Mayor
Paul Dyster is moving to get to the
bottom of the apparent conflict-of-in-
terest matter involving the city’s paid
Underground Railroad promoter,
Kevin Cottrell.

Cottrell pockets a public salary of
$74,800, paid by the city and state, to
promote Underground Railroad sites,
but his agreement with the city pre-
cludes him from making money on the
private side by selling tours through
his own company, Motherland Con-
nextions, to the same sites he is pro-
moting on the public’s dime.

The Niagara Reporter found Cot-
trell in what appears to be blatant vio-
lation of his agreement as an operative
for the paper was able to secure a
quote for the Underground Railroad
tour from Motherland Connextions
and Cottrell himself.  By agreement,
Cottrell can’t have it both ways and
Mayor Dyster along with other city
and state officials are going are look-
ing into the matter as a result of the
Niagara Reporter’s expose.

But there are even more disturb-

ing developments involving the Un-
derground Railroad Heritage Commis-
sion that have surfaced even as we
prepared to go to press.  The Commis-
sion has failed to file the required fi-
nancial reporting for its receipt of
$350,000 from the city back in July of
2010, according to City Controller
Maria Brown. 

We learned of the check in a
FOIL of city records, and the con-

troller has confirmed that while she
has received the required financial re-
ports from the school district, the hos-
pital, the NTCC, and the county, she
said “I never received one for the Ni-
agara Falls Underground Railroad
Heritage Commission.” Under state
law, the Commission is required to file
a report detailing receipt of the money
and expenses, and the first report was
due on April 1, 2011, with a second re-
port due a year later.  “They are now
two years late,” said the controller. 

While Mayor Dyster has taken a
good deal of criticism in the past from
the Niagara Reporter, it is certainly
worth noting that he now appears
ready to act when something question-
able is uncovered, and he acknowl-
edges such in his comments to
Publisher Frank Parlato in this week’s
follow up to the Cottrell story.  This
new information will certainly chal-
lenge the mayor to find out why the
detailed financial reports were not
filed with government officials as re-
quired by state financial law in addi-
tion to the apparent blatant conflict of
interest.

Dyster answers the bell, and new 
information hints at more problems

Kevin Cottrell



Instead of
assuming a positive role, the chief ex-
ecutive of the city of Niagara Falls,
Mayor Paul A. Dyster has been the
voice of carping criticism, taking the
role of throwing darts at the high wire
walk of Nik Wallenda from the start. 

Both the Niagara Gazette and The
Buffalo News wrote recently about
concerns many are feeling that the city
fell short in preparing for the Wallenda
Walk and the financial opportunities
arising out of this event.

“Some of the problems,” the News
wrote in an editorial, “may have more
to do with (a feud) between State Sen.
George D. Maziarz, D-Newfane, and
Niagara Falls Mayor Paul A. Dyster.
Both need to make a point of demon-
strating their cooperative efforts at en-
suring the high-wire walk is the public
relations success that the city and re-
gion need it to be.”

It is odd that Senator Maziarz is
mentioned as part of the problem. He
is the reason for the walk. He, along
with Assemblyman John D. Ceretto,
R-Lewiston, drafted the legislation --
later signed by Gov. Andrew M.
Cuomo -- that made Wallenda an ex-
ception to the state's anti-stunting law. 

However, was Mayor Dyster
slighted in the beginning, feeling blue
that Mr. Maziarz was getting the
credit?  

When the walk was fighting for
needed bi-national governmental ap-
proval,  Don Glynn, for the Niagara
Gazette (June 17, 2011) wrote, “That
Flying Wallenda wire walk over the
Niagara Gorge moved a step closer to
reality Friday with the measure mov-
ing into the Assembly for considera-
tion. Earlier, the bill sponsored by
State Sen. George D. Maziarz, R-New-
fane, passed the Senate, 62-0 ….  That
comes as a surprise to Niagara Falls
Mayor Paul Dyster …   who reportedly
(was) never informed of the plan ….
Dyster said the city was not consulted
before the bill was submitted to the
Legislature.”

After that, from around the world,
the press was mainly positive about the
event except for one consistent voice
of worry and concern.

CKTB News (June 23) reported,
“Mayor Paul Dyster (said), “he does

worry about the repercussions of a
highwire act over the Falls.  Dyster
says while Wallenda is a trained pro-
fessional, he may encourage amateur
stunters to attempt the feat, attempts he
says will almost certainly end badly.” 

The LA Times wrote, “Skeptics
such as Mayor Paul Dyster of Niagara
Falls, N.Y. , worry about copycats….

"’We're also concerned about our
first responders who would have to go
and rescue people,’ Dyster said.”

Next it was the reputation of the
Falls themselves.

The New York Post reported on
July 5: “Dyster has said his economi-
cally struggling city needs to take into
account concerns that the event could
be perceived as a ‘sideshow’ to the
falls.” 

CKTB reported, “Dyster says re-
spect must also be paid to the Falls
themselves.  He doesn't want a
‘sideshow’ over them that he worries
would take away from their elegance
and beauty. Dyster's stance doesn't line
up with that of his Canadian counter-
part (who supports the proposed
walk).”

During the following months,
Mayor Dyster was a voice of negativ-
ity, even raising the specter of lawsuits
and unjust treatment of other daredev-
ils, who a few weeks ago he worried

might be copy-cats.
On October 28, 2011, the Buffalo

News wrote, “Mayor Paul A. Dyster
said, ‘The one concern I had about this
is that because Wallenda was the only
(tightrope walker) who was offered
this opportunity, and he has competi-
tors, you just want to be careful there’s
not a conflict of interest here.’” 

His next concern was not unjust
treatment of other wirewalkers but that
there might be too many wire walkers.

“If this occurs often, it cheapens
the real attraction," said Paul Dyster, in
the Buffalo News, February 19, 2012.

Throughout the winter and spring,
Mayor Dyster made no plans to pro-
mote and organize the city to use the
event that would likely draw hundreds
of thousands to foster business and at-
tractions in the city. He set his eyes on
the penny wise.

"One of the first questions that we
would ask, is if we can identify, for ex-
ample, police overtime costs, related to
this, is there a way of getting compen-
sated for that in whole or in part," said
Dyster” WGRZ reported on April 26.

The Tonawanda News on April 26
reported, “Dyster said. ‘…the question
of who pays for it and why is clearly
up in the air. Early on, there were as-
surances given by people who said se-
curity costs would be covered. What’s
the mechanism for that?” 

But not a word on what to do to
make money for the people of the city
from the crowds. 

In fact he expressed worry that Ni-
agara Falls would get too many people. 

“Niagara Falls Mayor Paul Dyster
says, this could all backfire,” reported
WIVB News on May 2, “‘If we don't
have rooms to sell to people, then the
benefit is less. To us, to do it off of
peak helps us,’ said the mayor.”

As the walk came closer to reality,
Mayor Dyster sounded dire about the
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Bad message, bad leadership left
city unprepared on Wallenda walk

Joseph F.
Donovan

prospect of tragedy. 
He told the Buffalo News, “’I

think the story line is man versus
Mother Nature,’" he said, pointing out
that it's no secret people have fallen to
their deaths at the falls, either in acci-
dents or in suicides.

"’If Mother Nature wins, maybe,
in a way, that heightens the mystery of
the falls,’ Dyster said. He quickly
added: ‘I'm not suggesting I'm rooting
against him.’"

And he expressed worriment about
Frederick Law Olmsted who originally
designed the Niagara Falls Reserva-
tion, which was later altered to become
the highly commercialized Niagara
Falls State Park, as the Mayor absented
himself from press events for Mr. Wal-
lenda.

Don Glynn wrote in the Niagara
Gazette, on May 3, “By the way, it
shouldn't have come as any surprise
that Mayor Paul A. Dyster was missing
from VIPs at the (Wallenda walk)
press session. It is common knowledge
that Dyster was opposed to the Wal-
lenda walk from the outset. The mayor,
a staunch preservationist, is a firm ad-
vocate of Frederick Law Olmsted, the
landscape architect whose 1880’s plan
was to preserve the beauty of the falls
and surrounding parklands.”

After stalling for almost a year and
voicing every conceivable objection,
he finally joined in. While tempering
enthusiasm with the disclaimer that the
city cannot do much given its late start
and lack of Seneca Casino money, he
told WIVB on May 14, "We're going
to do the best that we can with the re-
sources we have available and I think
it's going to be a lot of fun for every-
one."

Fun, indeed, yes, and I suppose
better late thsn never.

(contact Joe Donovan at info@ni-
agara fallsreporter.com)

Mayor Paul Dyster threw darts at
the project from the start.



There are still lots of
questions at press time of

this week’s Niagara Reporter about
Nik Wallenda’s planned tightrope walk
across the falls next month.

Among the uncertainties are
will he or won’t he wear a harness, will
he start his walk on the Canadian or
American side, and will the thousands
of visitors who come to the city to wit-
ness the historic walk from the state
park have to pay for the privilege?

Assemblyman John Ceretto is
urging the state not to charge visitors,
saying in a letter to Gov. Cuomo that
making it a free event “will help to turn
it into an even bigger success for both
our Niagara Falls region and the state.”

Ceretto says a free event will
attract more people and will allow
them to spend more money in local
shops and restaurants.  No word as of
press time from the governor.

And as I wrote a few weeks
ago in the Reporter, the eyes of the
world will be watching what happens
in Niagara Falls before, during, and

after Wallenda’s historic attempted
crossing, and unfortunately some of
the pre-walk publicity has not been fa-
vorable to say the least.

Wallenda himself growled
about receiving less than warm treat-
ment from the city, especially after po-
lice ticketed visitors who came to see
him train at the Seneca Niagara Casino
on Mother’s Day, prompting an edito-
rial comment in the Buffalo News:  “Is
the city so desperate for cash that it is
willing to frustrate visitors?”

While visibly upset over some
of the treatment he has received on our
side, Wallenda said they are rolling out
the red carpet across the river in
Canada . We’ve all heard that before,
one way or another, about how the
Canadians seem to be able to get it
right and things don’t quite as
smoothly, or agreeably, on this side of
the river.

Things may have gotten a little
better later in the week as the City
Council agreed to issue special li-
censes for vendors to operate around
the Wallenda event and Mayor Dyster
proclaimed that things are coming to-
gether at last, blaming some of the
problems on too short notice.  We can

only hope things get better in the com-
ing days if the city is to capitalize on
this once-in-a-lifetime event that will
be broadcast live for three hours by
ABC.

The television network is also
said to be lobbying hard for Wallenda
to wear a safety device in case there is
a problem during the walk, an effort
that Wallenda and his family are resist-
ing.  A decision could come this week,
but the reality is that if he walks with a
harness it won’t quite be the highly-an-
ticipated spectacle that he promised
when he announced his plan to live out
his childhood dream and walk a wire
across the falls on his own, without a
safety device of any kind.  That would
be a truly death-defying act that would
rivet the world’s attention on the
mighty falls as never before.

Now of course no one wants
to see this daring young man fall into
the gorge.  I’m quite certain everyone
watching will want to see him make
the 1,800-foot journey without mishap.
But let’s face it.  Wallenda knows that
walking across that two-inch wire rope
without a harness is the event that will
capture the world’s attention much like
the early American astronauts did

when they rocketed into space, landed
on the moon, and sent us back the pic-
tures. Those of us who were around at
the time will never forget the moon
walk, and if Wallenda’s rope walk
comes off as planned, it will go down
in history as one of the greatest dare-
devil stunts of all time.  Now, ask your-
self, does he really want to settle for
less? 

As to whether Wallenda\ will
start from the Canadian side, as the
network reportedly favors, or from the
American side, as he himself prefers,
remains up in air, so to speak.  We
could know for sure about the harness
and the starting point as soon as this
week.

In the meantime, the ABC net-
work, and its local affiliate, Ch. 7
(where I once worked), will ratchet up
the pre-walk publicity to get as much
attention as possible for its three-hour,
prime-time special that will most as-
suredly be seen by millions.  With the
world watching, we can only hope Ni-
agara Falls can come together and put
on a show that will lure visitors from
around the world to see the wonder
where Nik Wallenda walked into his-
tory.

By Tony
Farina
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Will he or won’t he wear a harness?
And can Niagara Falls get it right?
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Niagara "United we stand, divided we" Falls
By Frank Thomas Croisdale

There is no doubt we have all
heard the phrase “United we stand, di-
vided we fall” used on numerous occa-
sions. It is first attributed to the great
fable writer Aesop, as he introduced
the word grouping in his “Four Oxen
and the Lion.”

More poignantly, it was adopted
as an American axiom when it was pre-
sented by John Dickenson in the Rev-
olutionary War era ditty, The Liberty
Song:  “Then join hand in hand, brave
Americans all! By uniting we stand, by
dividing we fall!”

The state of Kentucky uses the
phrase as its motto, while Missouri has
it incorporated into its state flag. Nu-
merous pop and rock groups have
woven the words into their songs, like
Pink Floyd in “Hey You” and Wilbert
Harrison in “Let’s Work Together.”

It seems as if the phrase is used
almost everywhere – except Niagara
Falls, that is.

Here our division is so great that
about the only thing we stand united in
is our steadfast resolve not to ever
agree on one point that involves public
or governmental input. 

For instance, take the Nik Wal-
lenda walk. For the first time in the
city’s history a major network is devot-
ing its complete primetime schedule, a
full three hours, to what will amount to
a free infomercial for tourism here. To
calculate the value is of such a block
of time, consider this:

In 2010-2011 the average cost of
a 30-second national commercial on a
major network was about $225,000.
Each hour of the Wallenda coverage
will constitute 88 of those spots (44
minutes of air time, with 16 minutes
devoted to commercials.) Times that
number by three and you get the equiv-
alent of 264, 30-second spots.

Now, multiply that number by the
$225,000 per spot average and you’ll
see that the city is getting $59.4 million
in free advertising. If the city were to
receive the entirety of the, three years
in arrears, money it is owed by the
Seneca Nation it would take nearly
every penny of it to buy what the Wal-
lenda walk is bringing in for free.

Furthermore, the national expo-
sure is sure to draw hundreds of thou-
sands of extra visitors to the region
over the summer. As morbid as it
sounds, if anything goes wrong on the
wire that number will grow larger.

Anywhere else that sort of news
would be met with whoops and hollers
and spontaneous public parades of joy.
Here, not so much. Many people are
calling the stunt carnival-like and are
dissing it in print and online. 

I won’t dismiss their viewpoint as
I believe that the awe-inspiring natural
beauty of the Falls should be protected,
but I also believe a city on the brink of
extinction like ours needs all of the na-
tional exposure it can get.

In a perfect universe, one where
the “united we stand” mantra reigned
supreme, there was a great compro-
mise to be had. The dissenters could
have agreed to temper their disdain for
the stunt in exchange for a small seg-
ment on the program that spoke to the
Olmsted vision of the park and a plea
to America to remember the beauty
long after Wallenda’s wire was low-
ered back to the ground. 

It was an opportunity for the pro-
tectors of Niagara’s greenway and blue
cascading waters to get that message to
millions of people all at once. It is an
opportunity that won’t happen again
for a long, long time – if ever. 

People have often asked me over
the years, “How can you write for such
a negative newspaper when your style

is so opposing in nature?”
After reminding them of all of the

big stories that this paper broke that de-
fended the good people of this commu-
nity, I always add, “Besides, I get the
same exposure to the audience as any-
one else in the paper does. Why not use
that to get my message out?”

It’s not just Wallenda, but think
about every major issue discussed here
– we’re divided on all of them. Re-
moval of the Robert Moses Parkway?
Split 50/50. Maid of the Mist or Horn-
blower? Another split. A new Chamber
of Commerce or letting the countywide
Chamber handle everything? You don’t
need a banana to see it’s another split.

Heck, we can’t agree if we should
build more low-income housing or tear
down the ones we already have. We
can’t agree what the signs should say
or look like that direct tourists in the
downtown corridor.

Did Harriet Tubman lead slaves
through our city on their way to
Canada? Depends on who you ask.
Should we fund an experience center?
The “yes” and the “no” votes cancel
each other out.

Are the Hard Rock concerts worth
the public money? Will private busi-

(Continued on page 13 )
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By Frank Parlato Jr.

Less than 10 percent of the city’s 25,000 regis-
tered voters are expected to vote in the upcoming Ni-
agara Falls School District referendum, to be held on
Sept. 25, a vote by the people of Niagara Falls on
whether they want the state to fix up local schools or
pay for it all locally. Total cost: $65 million.

With 7,000 students, 50,000 residents who will
be affected and more than 25,000 registered voters,
the last school board election saw less than 2,000
voters come to the polls.

A referendum last year that would have brought
$130 million in state benefits to Niagara Falls only
interested 2,600 and they voted against it, as if os-
eemingly only naysayers rushed out to vote, because
they like to get out and vote against something. 

Niagara Falls qualifies to receive 100 percent re-
imbursement for capital improvements made to
school campuses because the school district is des-
ignated by New York State as a "special needs'" dis-
trict. 

According to Earl Smeal, energy manager and
assistant capital projects manager; and David Spa-
cone, assistant supervisor for operations manage-
ment for the district, all 11 campuses are in need of
renovation. Some need roofs, some boilers, lighting,
security, energy-efficient heating, cooling and ven-
tilation, in place of costly, failing systems, wiring,
windows that work, updated communication sys-
tems, fire alarms, proper locks, useable parking lots,
lowered ceilings, a new busing loop, better lockers,
kitchens that provide hot lunches, pools that don’t
have dehumidification and more than 400 other
major and minor interior and exterior repairs and im-
provements that affluent school districts have as a
matter of course.

The repairs the schools need are so basic and
necessary, the state will reimburse the district 100
percent. Niagara Falls students can have the same
basic standard of school conditions that other schools
in the state have, despite the poverty of the commu-
nity.

This is what the referendum is about on Sept. 25.
Whether Niagara Falls voters, or the few that

bother to vote, want to have the state pay for it, or
whether they prefer to make any and all repairs to
the schools locally, through a probable raise in prop-
erty taxes.

Sixty percent of the voters, a super majority,
have to vote yes on Sept. 25 to get state money be-
cause the district has to sell bonds -and this requires

voter approval - do the work then get reimbursed by
the state.

“Obviously the comfort level of the students and
staff in these buildings will increase as a result of the
planned improvements,” said Mr. Smeal.

“Just like your home and mine, our schools need
regular maintenance and improvements," said
School Supt. Cynthia Bianco. “Obviously, a more
comfortable environment means a better learning en-
vironment.”

In addition to essential repairs, the district came
up with a plan to include educational-centered im-
provements – such as upgrading classrooms and
building STEM (Science Technology Engineering
Math) labs.

If the referendum passes, local union workers
will complete $65 million in construction work.

Niagara Falls represents 0.25 percent (one quar-
ter of one percent) of the state population. If the ref-
erendum passes, state taxpayers outside Niagara
Falls will pay $99.74 out of every $100 used to ren-
ovate Niagara Falls schools. State taxpayers in Ni-
agara Falls will pay 26 cents

If the referendum fails, Niagara Falls taxpayers
will pay the full 100 percent of the cost, $100  out of
every $100 dollars for repairs made to the schools.
If the referendum fails, even if only one percent of
repairs now planned are made and the other 99 per-
cent of needed school improvements are ignored, Ni-
agara Falls taxpayers will pay more. 

STEM LABS WILL BE PART OF THE
STATE FUNDED PACKAGE

Cameras, virtual field trips, skyping, data bases,
probeware, green screen technology, multimedia
presentation, weather stations, broadcasts, cameras,
recording devices, virtual field trips and more will
be included in the Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math (STEM) labs planned for each school as
part of the September 25 referendum initiative.

“Instead of reading about something, students
will be able to go into the Stem Lab and actually do
it,” said Darlene Sprague, administrator for Informa-
tion Services for the district. “It could be a Weather
Station or earth science study of rocks in our area. In
the Science Stem Lab we can recreate within a few
degrees a Rain Forest.”

Students would still have science, social studies
and math where they learn from book.

The STEM Lab is where they go to apply it.
Lynne Tompkins, a school administrator working

with Ms Sprague on the STEM Lab project ex-

plained, “In the lab we have the materials where stu-
dents are able to construct a model bridge or an over-
pass using math skills and engineering skills Then
have the ability to place it in a chamber that would
apply stress and see if it would hold up or how it
would hold up.”

Because Niagara Falls is designated as a “special
needs”’ district it qualifies for 100 state reimburse-
ment for classroom technology improvements such
as STEM labs.

“What we are trying to promote to our kids is
college and career readiness,” said School Supt.
Bianco. “We want our students to have experience
tied to the real world of research scientists, engi-
neers, robotics, and medical field labs to introduce
them to a world students don’t typically receive.

“The highest kind of learning and knowledge is
applied knowledge. What good is it if you learned it
all in a book? If you can’t do something with it, apply
it towards a career or research or study or finding a
cure for cancer? During the experience of touching
and doing things, kids see opportunities that can de-
velop into a career. To actually touch and do things
you learn in science or math and apply it and see the
outcome. It gets kids thinking about their careers.”

Each of the STEM labs will be approximately
1,400 sq. ft. And set up to accommodate a full class
of 28 students. It will cost $300,000 -$350,000 to
construct each or about $4 million for all 12.

On Sept. 25 voters in Niagara Falls can decide
whether they want STEM labs along with other ren-
ovations officials say are needed paid locally or by
the state which by all accounts has never been shy,
through taxation and mandates of charging the peo-
ple locally for grandiose and wasteful schemes in
New York City and elsewhere.

Here is a chance for getting a fraction of it back
and for some frivolous cause but for the youth of our
city, for their futures.

Niagara Falls Schools face challenge on referendum

Model of Stem Lab to be installed in every school.
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Guess Who is really not coming to Hard Rock?
Rogues secured name depriving star members from calling themselves The Guess Who

The Niagara Gazette calls the
group coming to the Hard Rock
this summer, “Canadian rock leg-

ends The Guess Who.”
According to the Buffalo News, “The city's pop-

ular Hard Rock Cafe concert series … will feature
rock legends The Guess Who on July 7.”

But the band that will be appearing at the free,
outdoor, taxpayer-funded concert this summer for
corporate welfare recipient, the Hard Rock Cafe, is
not comprised of the two stars that created the sound
fans know as The Guess Who.

If you think you are going to see the original
singer, Burton Cummings, when the so-called The
Guess Who performs for the Hard Rock’s profit, and
taxpayers’ expense, think again.

Mr. Cummings wrote most of the group’s fa-
mous songs along with guitarist Randy Bachman
who also will not appear.

It turns out the original bassist, Jim Kale and
drummer Garry Peterson own the legal rights to the
name. These two will be appearing, along with some
youngsters who were not born when the group ap-
peared out of Canada in the late 1960’s.

Mr. Kale and Mr. Peterson were members of the
original Canadian group but neither wrote the songs
nor sang them.

This is not the real Guess Who. It is like new
formula Coke. It is Coke, technically, but not the
same drink. It is like saying the Beatles are in concert
with George Martin and Pete Best.

The Guess Who’s rich sound came from singer
Burton Cummings’ signature voice, guitarist Randy
Bachman impressive chording and the novel. expres-
sive songs the two of them co-wrote.

The reason the two who created the true sound
of The Guess Who don't tour under the name is,
while the two men were creating sensational music
and lyrics, the clever original bassist, Jim Kale qui-
etly registered the name.

He now makes his living capitalizing on the
songwriting talent of the two men he snatched the
name from.

What kind of man would play the songs of the
two men he used to play with in a band and not let
them use the name they played together in?

A similar set of circumstances happened to John
Fogerty who wrote and sang all the hits of Creedence
Clearwater Revival. A rogue group uses his songs
and arrangements, performs under the name and will
not allow him to use the name that he –through his
talent - made famous.

For the past several years, Mr. Kale has toured

the United States with his rogue The Guess Who
without Mr. Bachman and Mr. Cummings -- a group
Mr. Cummings calls "Kale's Klones."

Mr. Cummings and Mr. Bachman are responsi-
ble for the band’s major hits: Laughing, Undun, No
Time, No Sugar Tonight, Hand Me Down World,
These Eyes and they co -wrote the song American
Woman with the entire band.

Mr. Cummings sang them. 
Mr. Bachman and Mr. Cummings have toured to-

gether on and off since 2005, and having failed to
win the rights to use The Guess Who name, adopting
the moniker Bachman-Cummings.

Since 2004, Mr. Kale and Mr. Peterson, who
now jointly own the name, have been misleading
gullible audiences into believing they are "The Guess
Who" when in fact they are rather more like a tribute
band - but without the usual respect tribute namds
pay to the originators.

People coming on July 7 expecting to hear Bur-
ton Cummings and Randy Bachman will come away
disappointed.

According to sources, taxpayers paid more than
$25,000 for the band that is legally named The Guess
Who but is not.

Mr. Cummings who has appeared at the Seneca
Niagara Casino commands about the same amount
for his performances, according to sources in the
music industry.

Shellene 
D. Reich
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This column is
intended for those
ready to free them-

selves from a life of indentured servi-
tude and be their own man, on their
own terms.

For those not up to the mark, if
you live here locally, the Seneca Niag-
ara Casino is available 24/7 to take
from you whatever money the rapa-
cious tax policies of your local, state
and federal governments have not yet
confiscated from you.

We are talking about skill gam-
bling here – based on logic, knowl-
edge, discipline, hard work and a little
luck, but with better odds than the
stock market, commodities trading and
bond investing.

This week we’ll get into a little de-
tail for those interested in wagering on
baseball.

Baseball is bet on a money line,
based on odds. There is no point-
spread like football and basketball. All
your team has to do is win. While this
might sound easy, the odds ensure that
winning money on baseball is as chal-
lenging as other sports.

Most newspapers list the odds for
Major League Baseball everyday. The
favorite is listed first, followed by the
odds and then the underdog.

New York Yankees 8-5 Toronto
Blue Jays 8-5 means if you want to bet
the favorite, New York, you have to bet
$8 to win $5, or $160 to win $100. If
you bet Toronto, the underdog, you
stand to win $150 on a $100 bet. The
10% difference is the house’s edge.

Betting the favorite when odds are
6-5 means you risk $120 to win $100.

7-5 odds risks $140 to win $100, if
based on the 10-cent or“dime line.”

Wagering a 9-5 favorite requires
$180 to win $100. If a gambler bets ex-
clusively 9-5 favorites, he has to win
64% of his bets to break even. The un-
derdog player, on the other hand, needs
to win just 37% of his bets to break
even.

For this reason it is usually wise
to avoid favorites on any game listed
at -160 (8-5) or higher. The odds-
maker has good reasons for posting
steep odds. Underdogs getting 8-5, 9-
5 and 2-1 odds are often bad bets too.
These are usually poor teams unlikely
to improve without a drastic overhaul
to their lineup.

That being said, it cannot be
stressed enough that the point-spread
or odds are not necessarily the odds-
maker’s opinion of the potential mar-
gin of victory one team will achieve
over another but what the odds-maker
thinks will most evenly divide his ac-
tion. Remember, sportsbooks and
bookies are not gamblers, they’re bro-
kers. Ideally, they want an even
amount of money bet on both sides.
When this happens, their 10% com-
mission or “vigorish” will ensure them
a profit regardless of the outcome of
the game.

The number that appears in your
local newspaper as the odds has as
much to do with “public perception” as
the statistics produced by both teams.
Since public perception is usually way
off base, there are many opportunities
for pros to exploit. Simply betting
against public opinion can be a useful
strategy.

When a professional gambler
finds a large enough disparity between
the odds and what he believes is the
true difference in strength between two
teams, he has a play. If he can consis-

tently find these disparities week in
and week out, he has a career.

A significant truism applies to
baseball as it does other sports: most
gamblers tend to bet favorites. Odds-
makers know it and factor this into the
line, forcing favorite players to pay a
sort of “tax” for their preference. This
makes it more difficult for “frontrun-
ners” to beat their bookie. 

Similarly, most amateurs tend to
bet overs rather than unders. Odds-
makers are well aware of this tendency
and force over players to pay for it.

Because starting pitching plays a
large role in setting odds, baseball
handicappers devote most of their time
to charting pitchers. Baseball bettors
must not only be familiar with who the
top hurlers are, but their current form
and that of the bullpen.

Betting on top pitchers, however,
carries the same risk as betting on top
teams. A lot of sucker money based on
preferences and emotion moves odds
in the wrong direction, not unlike the
stock market. Last year’s American
League Cy Young Award Winner
Justin Verlander often carries a price
tag of 2-1 odds or higher. The same can
be said of other consistent winners like
San Francisco’s Tim Lincecum or the
Dodgers’ Clayton Kershaw. Successful
gambles often back middle-of-the road
hurlers in more modest price ranges.

When betting baseball totals, as
many pros successfully do, be aware of
the “key numbers”: Between 25-30%
of all total final scores are 7, 9 and 11.
The reason for this is that tie games re-
quire one more run before they end. If
you’re going to bet over/unders it is es-
sential that you stay on the right side
of these key numbers.

Also, know umpires and their
strike zones. No two umps are the
same. A hitter’s umpire with a large

strike zone is to be avoided when mak-
ing plays on the under, while pitcher’s
umpires with small strike zones should
be avoided when betting overs. 

Knowing weather forecasts, wind
speed and direction, coupled with
knowledge of ballparks, whether they
have short left and right field fences,
can turn the tide for or against your
wager.

Of course, be careful. There are
many hypocritical laws of anti-free-
dom states and countries where the
harmless occupation of betting on
sports is illegal. Many of these same
tyrannies hold that government-spon-
sored gambling, with worse odds, and
where almost all people will lose
money if they gamble, are legal. Try to
avoid fascist states like these.

On a different note, Las Vegas and
offshore sportsbooks have released
NFL Week #1 pointspreads. Local fans
will not be surprised to learn their
beloved Buffalo Bills have been in-
stalled as 4½-point underdogs for their
road opener, September 9 versus the
New York Jets.

These early pointspreads are one
barometer for sports bettors to gauge
the relative worth of each NFL team.
ESPN can hire all the swimsuit models
it wants, but the real experts are those
who risk real money on their opinions.
No one is more qualified than sports-
books and handicappers whose liveli-
hoods depend on the accuracy of their
predictions.

Here are a few Week #1 NFL
pointspreads that might be of interest
to gamblers:

Defending Super Bowl champion
New York Giants are 3-point favorites
at home versus the Dallas Cowboys.
This number may appear low at first
glance but every week amateurs are

From  lucky bets to a career in sports
gambling and early odds on football

Lenny
Palumbo

— LEGAL NOTICE —
NOTICE of FORMATION of a

DOMESTIC LIMITED LIABILITY
COMPANY

New Frontier Construction LLC

Date of filing Articles of Organization with
the NY Dept of State: April 6,2012
Office of the LLC: 43 Pennsylvania Ave,
Lockport, NY, Niagara County.
The NY secretary of State has been des-
ignated as the agent upon whom process
may be served. NYSS may mail a copy of
the process to the LLC at: 43 Pennsylva-
nia Ave, Lockport, NY, Niagara County.
Purpose of LLC: Renovation and Custom
Homes. No specific duration attached to
LLC.

5/15/12 5/22/12 5/29/12 6/5/12 6/12/12 6/19/12

(Continued on page 14)
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DeSantis pays price for not paying on time
At the risk of being accused of overkill, it is nec-

essary to make clear the repercussions that City Plan-
ning Chief Thomas DeSantis incurred as a result of
his failure to file timely work permits for the kitchen
and half-bath renovation work he had done at his
Pershing Ave. home some 15 months ago.

As this newspaper reported exclusively in its
May 1st edition, Mr. DeSantis failed to obtain the re-
quired permits for what he has now admitted was
$38,480 in kitchen-bath renovation he had done
more than a year ago.

After our story broke, Mr. DeSantis filed the
necessary permits, on May 8 and 9, 2012, paying
$1,200 for the building permit, $90 for the plumbing
permit and $50 for the electrical permit. In addition,
Mr. DeSantis was required to hire, after the fact, a li-
censed electrician and plumber to inspect the work
he had done previously without permits.

Mr. DeSantis, as the permits show, hired Art
McGill Electric Inc. as electrician and H.W. Bryk
and Sons Inc. as his licensed plumber.

Dennis Virtuoso, the city’s acting code enforce-
ment chief, told the Reporter that Mr. DeSantis had
to pay double fees as a penalty for not filing permits
before the work started.  In addition, the permits will
trigger an inspection by the city tax assessor’s office
to determine if a property tax increase is in order.

Mr. DeSantis, the city’s top planner, certainly
can’t claim ignorance of the law in his defense for
not obtaining the permits, as required, before getting
the work done.  Whatever his reasons, it cost him in
dollars and cents and most likely damaged his oth-

erwise strong credibility.
The Reporter’s stance on permits and other in-

trusions into citizens’ homes and businesses lean to-
ward the libertarian. We presume every man has the
intelligence to protect himself in his own home and
wish to afford him that freedom. We believe in the
intelligence and honor of Americans. We believe the
more laws, the worse for any country.

The Reporter would not normally report on a
man not getting permits for his home or his castle.

Mr. DeSantis, however, is a man who has made
a 20 year career enforcing tedious, petty, tyrannical,
anti-business and cumbersome municipal laws. He
is a letter of the law kind of guy. He is now revealed
as a man who required others to obey laws that he
himself chose not to follow. He wanted freedoms for
himself he did not afford others.

This was the whole point of our coverage.

nesses ever thrive again on Main Street? Should the
NTCC spend so much of its budget on the East In-
dian market? Should city department heads be
sought locally or rocured through national searches?

We have no consensus on any questions. What
is worse we have no true public discourse. What we
have is opposing sides screaming through mega-
phones and slinging mud at one another. What we
have is a house divided and, as Abraham Lincoln
said, using the words of Jesus, in his anti-slavery
speech to Republican delegates in June of 1858, “A
house divided against itself cannot stand.”

The fault for this sad state lies at the feet of all
of us. Surely, it is often true of elected officials, but
they serve at our appointment and mirror our sub-
standard behavior. The same can be said of most of
our not-for-profits and public organizations, includ-
ing most I have been involved with. People get side-
tracked from the altruistic desires that drew them to
a cause becoming e mired in power struggles and
vendettas meant to protect molehills at the expense
of the shared mountain. There isn’t much sand in Ni-
agara Falls, but when you come across some you can
be sure someone has drawn a line in it. 

If we are to properly turn this city around it will
only come with far less conflict and far more com-
promise. I will tell you right mow that the sentiments
I have expressed in this column are spot-on and are
beyond reproach and should be embraced by all the
people of this great city that we love and share.

I’m certain that a full 50 percent of you will
whole-heartedly agree.

Croisdale 
(Continued from page 8)
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Skill needed for sports-betting
where almost all people will lose money if they

gamble are legal. Try to avoid fascist states like
these.

Sports betting is a profit able skill for the wise
and a diversion for the average man.

On a different note, Las Vegas and offshore
sportsbooks have released NFL Week #1
pointspreads. Local fans will not be surprised to
learn their beloved Buffalo Bills have been installed
as 4½-point underdogs for their road opener, Sep-
tember 9 versus the New York Jets.

These early pointspreads are one barometer for
sports bettors to gauge the relative worth of each
NFL team. ESPN can hire all the swimsuit models
it wants, but the real experts are those who risk real
money on their opinions. No one is more qualified
than sportsbooks and handicappers whose liveli-
hoods depend on the accuracy of their predictions.

Here are a few Week #1 NFL pointspreads that
might be of interest to gamblers:

Defending Super Bowl champion New York Gi-
ants are 3-point favorites at home versus the Dallas
Cowboys. This number may appear low at first
glance but every week amateurs are sucked in by
“sure things.”  It is not in the odds-maker’s nature to
be generous. If you see a line that looks too good to
be true it probably is.

Despite the well publicized but bogus bounty
“scandal” surrounding the New Orleans Saints, the
team has been tagged a 9-point favorite in its home
opener against the Washington Redskins. This indi-

cates odds-makers feel season suspensions for head
coach Sean Payton and linebacker Jonathan Vilma,
and shorter suspensions for defenders Will Smith,
Anthony Hargrove and Scott Fujita will not signifi-
cantly affect the team’s fortunes. The ridiculous ex-
cessiveness of the suspensions probably occurred so
the NFL could distract attention from the multiple
lawsuits filed against the league by former players
who allege the NFL withheld knowledge regarding
the ramifications of concussion-related injuries. The
NCAA uses a similar tactic of manufacturing scan-
dals to distract attention from its grotesque financial
exploitation of student-athletes.

QB Payton Manning’s new team, the Denver
Broncos, are 3-point favorites at home versus the
Pittsburgh Steelers. This means experts think Man-
ning has made a recovery and will return to his pre-
vious high standard of play despite sitting out the
entire 2011 season with a serious neck injury. His old
team, the Indianapolis Colts however, are a 10-point
underdog on the road at Chicago. This indicates the
experts believe top draft pick Andrew Luck will
probably not make an immediate impact, and the
Colts are destined for another losing season.

(Continued from page 12)

Albany official shown man-
aging Niagara Falls’ affairs.

Albany cares...

Brought
to you
by ...

Albany
Taking

Care Of
Us

(ATCOU
Foundt).





(Mr. Gramigna
is a well-known
local writer and in-

ternet entrepreneur who owns Niagara
Falls Politics.comand NewWNYPoli-
tics.net. In a seven part series, Mr.
Gramigna tells a gripping story of how
he overcame what he calls a "careless
terminal diagnosis" to find effective
cancer treatment.)

(He can be reached
at:ggramigna@yahoo.com)

Hope.
It's the one thing every cancer pa-

tient craves more than treatment, more
than pain killers, more than compas-
sion. Yet, my doctor at Buffalo's
Roswell Park Cancer Institute,” Dr.
M..., didn't seem willing to offer me
any during an appointment on an upper
floor of his much ballyhooed facility
early last spring. In fact, he seemed
openly contemptuous of the intention
of this prostate cancer patient to try to
seek some out.

I had seen a television commercial

for something called, TrueBeam STx,
an innovative form of radiation treat-
ment that promised “New Hope for All
Types and Stages of Cancer.” The ad
on behalf of a much smaller, less well
known purveyor of cancer treatment
known as CCS Oncology seemed to
offer some of that H-O-P-E that I was
so ardently pursuing. Yet, the widely
recognized “cancer expert” who
thought of himself as the tour guide for
my adventure in potentially fatal dis-
ease would only scoff at my dreams.

“TrueBeam?...Yes, I've heard of
it,” Dr. M-- sniffed. “It's an innovative
technique that has revolutionized treat-
ment of brain cancer. It has nothing to
do with you!...Take it from me, you
wouldn't be eligible for it.”

“Maybe that's true,” I conceded
timidly, “but I really feel like it's some-
thing I have to try. I hope you won't be
offended if I do.”

By this time, the man whom I was
counting on as my chief ally in the bat-
tle to save my health could no longer
hide his contempt as he struggled to
make his way out of the tiny examina-
tion room that had become my refuge.

“Look, Glenn if you want to waste
your time, that's fine with me,” he
barked, chuckling openly now as if I

had told him a really good joke. “I
have no problem with you wasting
your time!”

Now some ten months later, it's
clear that everything I was told that
day by the degree laden, award attract-
ing, suburban mansion dwelling med-
ical paragon with whom I spoke was
false, either outright lies or an act of al-
most incredible ignorance....”Where
Else But Roswell?” indeed!

No, TrueBeam is not reserved for
brain cancer patients. And yes I was
eminently eligible for treatment at
CCS Oncology. And no, I was not
wasting my time by going there, far
from it.

In fact, my physician at CCS, Dr.
Sam Yi has offered me, not only en-
couragement but an effective, step by
step treatment plan that has tackled my
physical woes one by one, leaving me,
at the age of 64, with a good prognosis
for an extended life.

If I had listened to Dr.M... I would
probably be dead now, a possibility
which he was not reluctant to callously
discuss in front of me, even going so
far as to openly express his amazement
that I had “lasted this long.” Instead, I
continue to live and work, encouraged
by the goal of telling my story to other

c a n -
c e r
p a -
tients
s o
t h a t
t h e y
t o o

might find effective treatment.
“Hope”.....It's the only reason I de-

cided to tell my story. For many cancer
patients it's only a dream. Yet, from my
own experience I believe it's a dream
that could be kept alive in many more
hearts than is commonly believed.

Seeking second opinions, finding
alternative sources of care, refusing to
give up on yourself even though some
doctor may have given up on
you....This is what this series of articles
about my own personal battle with se-
rious cancer will be all about.

(Next week: Unnecessary treat-
ment) 
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CALL JOHN: 531-2440 
or DALE 807-6278

My Personal Battle With Cancer, A Story of Hope and Betrayal, Part I

Glenn 
Gramigna

Dr. W. Sam Yi, M.D.



Holiday Market: Does public
have a right to know?
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Hard Rock Concert Se-
ries Headlines Old Falls
Street Lineup

By Tony Farina

Old Falls Street is promising a fun-
filled, action-packed menu of special
events this year from May through Oc-
tober highlighted by the Hard Rock
Summer Concert Series every Saturday
beginning July 7.

Global Spectrum announced the
season’s schedule last week during a
preview day program under sunny
skies outside of the Conference Center
and it was all happening as the city
gears up for Nik Wallenda’s daring
walk across the falls on June 15th.

The Hard Rock concert series
begins on July 7 with The Guess Who
(see more on this act elsewhere in this
publication), followed by the Buffalo
Philharmonic Orchestra playing the
music of the Grateful Dead on July
14th.  The rest of the lineup:  July 21,
Sloan; July 28, Talas; Aug. 4, KC and
the Sunshine Band; and Aug. 11, Fin-
ger Eleven.

Some of the area’s finest opening
acts will get each program under way
as the Hard Rock, led by General Man-
ager Dominic Verni, continues to pump

excitement into the Old Falls Street
summer season with its free concert se-
ries.

There will also be a weekly
showing of movies every Thursday
during the Flicks on Old Falls run that
turns the middle of the street into an
outdoor movie theater.  First on tap is
the John Travolta-Olivia Newton John
classic Grease on July 7th.  Some of
the other flicks during the run are Spi-
der Man, The Muppets Take Manhat-
tan, and Toy Story.

The Fridays on Old Falls Street
Concert Series, sponsored by Legends
Bar & Grill, kicks off June 29 with
USA Band.

Bike tours, workouts, food, and
live music everyday at noon are among
the activities announced by Global
Spectrum, the company that oversees
the Old Falls Street program for the
state under General Manager Ryan
Coate.

For more information for what
promises to be an exciting season
along Old Falls Street, visit
www.FallsStreet.com.

this any more, no more money
being (wastefully) spent. We got to
stop the nonsense!”

Mr. Fruscione said several people
“who have done business with Rivers
during the event are giving him infor-
mation. He said he will work to get to
the bottom of how the event was put
together and how the city's money
was spent. He noted a discrepancy
with regard to WNY Family Maga-
zine (who was stiffed on their bill by
Mr. Rivers.)”

Mr. Schoepflin said, “the number
of complaints from those being paid
were small in proportion to the over-
all picture.”

Attorney Johnson noted there is
“still a need for the city to ‘drill down
for more information and to get the
details’ of the Market overall.”

Mr. Fruscione noted the high cost
of rental tents - at $61,000.

Mr. Coate said “he was not an ex-
pert on tent rental costs but this par-
ticular tent renter is considered to be
excellent.”

What was the name?
(As an aside, the Reporter inter-

viewed Scott Erwin of Custom Tent
Rentals of Lewiston to try to ascer-
tain whether $61,000 for tent rentals
was reasonable. Mr. Erwin previ-
ously gave general examples of pric-
ing his company might charge for
certain types of tents. In a second in-
terview, he indicated that, judging
solely from pictures, it would be dif-
ficult to judge another company’s
pricing. When we contacted Mr.
Rivers, before he hung up on us, he
said he could not recall who he rented
the tents from.)

“In summation,” the minutes
record, “Fruscione and Choolokian
repeated their desire to investigate
further to see if improprieties had

been committed. They emphasized
their disappointment in the event, in
Rivers' report, in the spending of
city money and the lack of needed
details.

“Choolokian stated several
times ‘This is nothing personal (to
Coate and Schoepflin) but… tax-
payer money has been spent here."

Mr. Schoepflin admitted “the
event was not perfect, was a good
effort and hopes it will not keep the
city from working mutually on fu-
ture development projects... projects
such as bricks and mortar, not nec-
essarily entertainment. Schoepflin
said perhaps it was a mistake, too
ambitious, to book four concerts in-
stead of just one.”

Mr. Schoepflin and Mr. Coate
agreed to provide all invoices and
records they have and left some with
Mr. Fruscione and Mr. Choolokian.

After the Market defenders left
the meeting, according to the min-
utes, Mr. Fruscione asked Mr. John-
son “if there was any chance of
pursuing Rivers on a criminal or
fraud charge. Johnson said it looked
like there was no option in that re-
gard and even if significant evi-
dence were to be found showing his
intent to commit fraud, it would be
a civil not criminal situation.”

The Reporter made a FOIL re-
quest for all documentation received
at the meeting and received 60
pages of material. We are reviewing
it now.

The Reporter will make a fur-
ther FOIL request for any and all ad-
ditional documentation promised by
Mr. Schoepflin and Mr. Coate - both
of whom declined to return multiple
calls made by the Reporter.

(Continued from page 4)

(Contact Frank Parlato Jr. at
info@niagarafallsreporter.com)



A 3-year old, female Atlantic har-
bor seal has recently been acquired by
the Aquarium of Niagara. The seal,
who has been given the improbable
name of Zoey, weighs in at 107 pounds
and had been found stranded on a Mas-
sachusetts beach in 2009, suffering
from a severe ear infection that made
it impossible for her to hunt food.

Zoey now lives in the outdoor har-
bor seal exhibit, just inside the front
gate of the Aquarium of Niagara, with
four other female seals, who were at
one time rescued and placed in captiv-
ity because they could not survive in
the wild.

Zoey, after being rescued by the
New England Aquarium, was trans-
ferred to the Marine Animal Rehabili-
tation Center at the University of New
England where she had surgery for her
ear infection.  She was a pioneer in
human surgical operations on animals-
- the first seal to have this procedure.

In the past, a seal in Zoey’s condi-
tion would have been euthanized, since
they could not be healed with antibi-
otics. Zoey’s surgery was similar to
putting tubes in a human ear to drain
out fluid. The seriousness of the infec-
tion and the surgery, made her unable
to return to the wild since Zoey cannot

dive to required depths to hunt for
food.

The National Marine Fisheries
Service offered Zoey to the Niagara
Aquarium. 

Nancy Chapin, executive director,
Jenn Humphrey, marine mammal su-
pervisor and Dr. Ed Latson, attending
veterinarian, drove to fetch Zoey and
bring her back to her new home. After
being quarantined for 30 days in the
Aquarium’s hospital pool, Zoey was
introduced to the other harbor seals.

Senior trainers had begun training
her while she was quarantined.

“This helps to build a positive and
strong relationship with the trainers be-

fore they go on exhibit,” said Ms.
Humphrey.

Zoey is now performing alongside
of Lucy and Sandy who are both 32
and have been here more than 30
years; Clarice is 30, and Cady is 8.

The female seals or cows live to-
gether at the Aquarium in a pool of
19,000 gallons that at its deepest is
nine feet, and is kept at least 65 de-
grees cool. It is not known if the all-fe-
male group has ever seen a male
harbor seal or bull. 

In the wild, nature has imbued the
males with a desire to fight for the right
to mate underwater and on land. Fe-
males mate therefore with the strongest
bulls and generally bear a single pup.
Sometimes a bull will keep a harem.

Pups are able to swim and dive
within hours of birth, and they develop
quickly on their mothers' fat-rich milk.

As for Zoey, “It was easy going,”
Ms. Humphrey said “There was not
any signs of aggression form the oth-
ers… Harbor seals don’t live in groups
like sea lions. Harbor seals have their
own little areas.”

At the Aquarium, the seals eat a
diet of herring, smelts, capelin and
squid. An attraction called “Wanna
Feed A Seal?” operates at 12 and 2 PM

Saturdays and Sundays where anyone
can purchase a cup of frozen, raw fish
and make the choice to either eat it
themselves or toss it to the harbor
seals. The money goes to buy more
fish and mollusks for the voracious
seals. They eat about 6 to ten pounds
of food per day.

Harbor seals seem to have 34 to
36 teeth. The front teeth are pointed
and sharp, well adapted for grasping
and tearing but not really chewing their
food. Their back teeth are ideal for
crushing shells and crustaceans and a
seal could eat a dozen clams without
taking them out of the shell.
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Rescued Seal Will Retire in Niagara

Zoey



MAY 22 - 29, 2012 19

2953 ONTARIO AVE. Brand new
kitchen, bath, roof, windows, carpet &
hw floors. Entire home has been up-
dated! Versatile fl plan offers 2/3 bedt-
rooms. Dry basement if you want to
add extra living space. Nicely land-
scaped, concrete driveway, fenced
yard & garage.

5822 TOWNLINE
ROAD. 3br & 1.5 bath Ranch with
newer roof, Anderson windows &
boiler. Updated kitchen floor & new ap-
pliances. Hw floors, partially finished
basement & freshly painted interior.
24x32 garage built in 1995 w/100 amp
& 220 line. Beautiful yard w/above
ground pool, lg stamped patio & shed.

665 75TH ST. This
house has it all & it is so affordable!
Why would you rent when you can own
this! Close enough to walk to Target &
the International Tops. Enclosed back
porch makes a wonderful office, br or
den. Open floor plan, full basement, lg
upstairs bathroom & tons of storage in
this home. Huge fenced-in yard.

NEW LISTING!

Lewiston 754-3301
Niagara Falls 213-6070

DEAL REALTY
DealRealtyOnline.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
— LEGAL NOTICE —
Notice of Formation of a 

Domestic Limited Liability Company
Rainbow Vineyard, LLC has been formed
as a domestic limited liability corporation
(LLC) by filing Articles of Organization with
the New York Secretary of State on  May
4, 2012.  Office location is Niagara County.
The Secretary of State is designated as
the agent upon whom process against the
LLC may be served. The Secretary of
State shall mail a copy of any process
served upon him or her to 5645 Young
Rd., Lockport, New York 14094.  The pur-
pose of the Corporation is to engage in the
sale of produce
to local supermarkets.

5/8/12 5/15/12 5/22/12 5/29/12 6/5/12 6/12/12
NEW LISTING!

— LEGAL NOTICE —
Notice of Formation of a 

Domestic Limited Liability Company

ROZAN GARDEN, LLC (the “LLC”) filed
Articles of Organization with the NY State
Secretary of State (“NYSSS”) on March
23, 2012; the LLC is located in Niagara
County; NYSSS is designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process against it
can be served; a copy of any process
served upon NYSSS will be mailed to the
LLC at 15 Shadowdale Drive, Stoney
Creek, Ontario, Canada L8E5Z4; the pur-
pose of the LLC is to engage in any lawful
act or activity.

4/17/12 4/24/12 5/1/12 5/8/12 5/15/12 5/22/12

OPEN HOUSE
1-3 p.m. Sunday, May 27, 2012




